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On Wednesday, the nation's emblem, the bald eagle, officially came off the endangered species list.

It is a resounding American conservation success story and testament to the Endangered Species Act. Bald eagles now
number 11,040 breeding pairs in the lower 48 states and have returned to all 48 and the District of Columbia.

In Ohio, bald eagles have recovered from just four pair in 1979 to 164 this year. 

Numbering an estimated half million when the Pilgrims arrived, the bald eagle was adopted as the national symbol in
1782. 

However, the ensuing 150 years was deadly for wildlife, including passenger pigeon, buffalo, bears, wolves, cougars,
prairie dogs and many more. Bald eagles were branded vermin, a threat to livestock and valued for their feathers. They
were fed to hogs in Maine, shot from airplanes in California, poisoned in South Dakota, and hunted under a 50-cent bounty
in Alaska where 100,000 eagles were killed between 1917 and 1950.

The 1940 Bald Eagle Protection Act prohibited the taking, possession or commerce of eagles. But their habitat continued
to be logged, plowed and converted to farmland and housing. Eagles were extirpated from many states long before the
pesticide DDT became prevalent.

DDT dealt the final blow, thinning their eggshells and that of other fish-eating birds, causing their eggs to break during
incubation. By 1963 there were only 417 pairs in the lower 48 states. Their habitat finally received protection with the
1967 Endangered Species Act. The listing of bald eagles, Peregrine falcons and brown pelicans was a major factor in the
decision to ban DDT in 1972.

Common in the 19th century, nesting bald eagles were rarely seen in Ohio after 1922 and reduced to just four pairs by
1979. The Ohio Division of Wildlife set out to protect and create habitat, foster young eagles, and study nesting behavior
to understand how best to recover the population. Breeding pairs steadily increased to 164 nests this year, the 20th
consecutive year of increase.

Statewide, most nests are along the shores of Lake Erie, but a growing number are found well inland, including in
Delaware, Hancock, Mercer and Wyandot counties. Local counties with new nests in 2007 were Sandusky with two, and
Ottawa and Erie with one each. Of those 164 nests, 115 were successful in producing young. Some 186 eaglets have
fledged from nests in 45 counties.

Two rehabilitated bald eagles were recently released from the Back to the Wild rehabilitation center at the Resthaven
Wildlife Area.

The Division of Wildlife's work is funded through the sale of the bald eagle license plate. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service's state wildlife grants program provides matching funds for species of greatest conservation need.

While Ohio celebrates the bald eagle, it is worth noting the state's other species that are recovering under the Endangered
Species Act.

The Kirtland's warbler depends on young jack pine forest and declined through suppression of natural fires and cowbird
parasitism to 201 pairs by 1971. Today, pairs have increased to 1,415.

The arctic and American Peregrine falcon recovered along with the bald eagle with the DDT ban and were delisted in
1994 and 1999, respectively.

Formerly ranging from Minnesota to Maine and into Ontario, the Karner blue butterfly collapsed by 99 percent with the
loss of the wild lupine it feeds upon. Successful populations have been reestablished in Ohio.

Though not well understood, the American burying beetle's disappearance from 90 percent of its range is thought of as one
of the most dramatic of any insect. In 1998, the first reintroduced population was established at the Waterloo Wildlife
Experiment Station from 35 beetles from Alabama. Since its listing in 1989, five new populations have been successfully
introduced.

Each of these unique and irreplaceable creatures, thanks to the Endangered Species Act, may yet have a chance.
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