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Bald eagle removed from endangered list
By Glenna DeRoy

ON THE NET

State-by-state facts on bald
eagle populations:
www.biologicaldiversity.org

The bald eagle, which has made a dramatic comeback in Mississippi and across the nation, will be removed from the
Endangered Species list today, but it still will be illegal to shoot the majestic birds.

The number of eagle pairs in the state has more than doubled in the past 10 years, up from 19, according to the Center for
Biological Diversity.

Gulfport residents Carl Slade and his wife, Ruth, had taken a special interest in the birds over the years, admiring a nest
about 200 yards from their home on the Biloxi River.

The nest had been there since the 1970s but was destroyed when Hurricane Katrina struck in August 2005, Slade said.

Bald eagles have flourished nationally since the creation of the Endangered Species Act in 1963, rising from 417 pairs to
9,789, according to a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service release.

And their recovery has been equally impressive in Mississippi where the population was destroyed during the 1950s,
according to the Center for Biological Diversity. The state was repopulated in 1974.

Slade said he doesn't see the birds near his home much anymore and thinks no longer considering them endangered could
be a mistake.

"These dummies down here will think this gives them an excuse to shoot them," he said. "People think they might go after
their chickens, but they won't."

The birds still are protected under two federal laws, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act, according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Slade said officials should let people know it's still illegal to kill a bald eagle.

Slade said other birds have begun to repopulate the area that once housed bald eagles, giving him hope the eagles will
return to their former nesting grounds as they continue to thrive in Mississippi.


