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Judge delays delisting of bald eagle

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced it would be delaying the delisting of bald eagles from Feb. 16 to June 29 to give
scientists more time to conduct a thorough analysis consistent with the Endangered Species Act.

Minnesota U.S. Judge John R. Tunheim, who previously ordered the agency to make the Feb. 16 decision, granted the delay.

The wildlife service stated the additional four months gives it time to complete additional analyses related to the final rule and put in
place management guidelines and procedures that will make it easier for the public to understand bald and gold eagle protections.

Kieran Suckling, policy director of the Center for Biological Diversity, claims the real hang-up is whether the Arizona population of
eagles should be included in a nation-wide delisting, or if there is a need to set them aside because of a lack of habitat protection in
that state.

In general, Suckling reports, the bald eagle has experienced a remarkable recovery, growing from 417 pairs in the lower 48 states in
1963 to approximately 10,000 pairs in 2005. At the national level it has clearly recovered.

However, scientists and the Fish and Wildlife Service's scientific peer review panel have taken exception with delisting the Arizona
population because of inadequate habitat protections.

Last August 30, the Fish and Wildlife Service declared the Arizona bald eagle population is geographically distinct and worthy of
consideration for protection as a unique endangered species while simultaneously declaring there was no evidence indicating that
the population — which had just 39 pairs in 2006 — was endangered.

Suckling says in making the determination, the agency illegally suppressed the conclusions of its own scientific peer review panel
and those of the former head of the Arizona bald eagle recovery team who both declared the Arizona bald eagle is imperiled and
should not be removed from the threatened species list.

On January 5, the Center for Biological Diversity and the Maricopa Audubon Society filed suit against the Fish and Wildlife Service
for allegedly suppressing the studies and overruling the scientists.

"In the rush to remove eagle protections and cater to developers, the Bush Administration suppressed its own scientific studies and
put the Arizona bald eagle in grave danger of extinction," said Suckling.


