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Members of Boy Scout Troop 366 of
Oxford found an injured bald eagle in
April. The troop gave the eagle to Linda
Bianco of Rochester Hills, a state and
federally licensed raptor rehabilitation
specialist, to nurse it back to health.
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With the rescue and rehabilitation efforts of local Boy Scouts and a volunteer raptor rehabilitator, a bald eagle - the
symbol of American freedom - may once again fly to airy heights. 

On April 27, members of the Boy Scout Troop 366 of Oxford encountered a large, injured bird on their hike to Camp
Agawa in Lake Orion. They didn't know exactly what it was, but they knew they had to get help. 

The Scouts hiked double-time to camp and told Scout leader Bill Cowles, 43, of Oxford about the fallen bird. 

A rescue mission ensued, as two of the older Scouts - Tyler Eshelman and Stephen Beglau - led Cowles back to where the
bird lay on the ground, underneath some power lines. 

"Since we're Boy Scouts, we practice stewardship of the outdoors," Cowles said, putting the Scouts' actions into
perspective. "And I guess that would be a pretty good way of taking care of the outdoors, is our national emblem." 

"I knew it was an eagle," Cowles said, because of its unmistakable hooked beak and inch-long talons. The eagle's right
wing was unnaturally bent around its back, he added. 

While the two Scouts held the eagle's attention, Cowles sneaked up behind it and caught the bird in his heavy-duty Carhartt
jacket. He positioned the wing at the eagle's side and wrapped it snugly in the jacket. 

"He wasn't real aggressive at that point," Cowles said of the eagle. "He wasn't in a position to be real aggressive." 

Cowles carried the eagle back to camp, where he learned that Linda Bianco, a licensed raptor rehabilitator from
Rochester Hills, was on her way to help. 

Bianco has been rehabilitating injured raptors, which are birds of prey such as hawks, falcons, eagles and owls, for eight
years. She was amazed at the level of deference the Scouts had for the bird. 



"They were so incredibly respectful of my space and the bird's space, and the need for no stress on the animal, that I was
so impressed with how they cared for this bird when they first got it," she said. 

Bianco laid the bird and Cowles' jacket, which it clutched tightly in its talons, in a small carrier until she could get the
bird medical attention. 

X-rays showed a proximal fracture of the eagle's right humerus, Bianco said. The eagle underwent surgery April 30 to
attach a 10-inch stabilizing pin to the bone. 

The young eagle, which Bianco estimated to be about 1? years old and male because of its shape and weight, was given
antibiotics, anti-inflammatory drugs and pain medication after surgery. 

With a dark brown beak, head and eyes, it lacks the white crest that distinguishes adult bald eagles of about 4 to 5 years
old. 

Bianco said the first three days after surgery are the most critical. That is when the effects of shock and stress can begin to
show. But Bianco got a pleasant surprise when the eagle started eating on the second day. 

"I didn't think he'd start eating that soon," she said. "And he was eating an average of 14 mice a day for those first few
days." 

For the first two weeks, Bianco kept the eagle in a small carrier to restrict movement, because its healing bone was still at
risk of rotating out of place. 

After two followup examinations, Bianco said the eagle was doing well. As its wing improved and its appetite remained
consistent, Bianco moved the eagle into a larger 4-by-4-foot cage, followed by an 8-by-8-foot cage. 

On June 1, the pin was surgically removed. Bianco said the surgery went well. 

"But there's no real way of knowing about nerve damage yet, so that's the waiting game we're going through at this point." 

The eagle also lost several wing feathers from what Bianco believes was a stress molt. 

"The importance of feathers is, No. 1, they need them for flight, but they also use them to thermal regulate," Bianco said. If
there is any follicle damage, nerve damage or other trauma, "the feather will not grow in and stay in." 

Bianco has since moved the eagle into a 50-foot-long mew, a large cage for raptors, built in her back yard. 

"I go out there daily and - I don't want to say 'chase' him - but force him to go from end to end to end to make sure he is
exercising," Bianco said. 

About a week ago, Bianco saw the eagle fly halfway across the mew via the surveillance system she uses to monitor the
bird's behavior from inside her house. 

When the eagle's feathers come in and it is consistently flying around the mew, Bianco plans to take it to larger mews -
100 and 140 feet in length - to really stretch its wings. 

"My goal is, within a month we can do that," she said. 

Bianco said it is too soon to talk about a timeline for release, but "if he is releasable, we really want to get him out before
fall," so the eagle can get reacclimated before the weather grows cold, she said. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service removed bald eagles from the endangered and threatened species list June 28. 

And according to a report from the Center for Biological Diversity, there are approximately 11,000 adult nesting pairs of
eagles in the lower 48 states. 

There are about 500 nesting pairs in Michigan - 10 times as many as there were in 1960. 
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