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Bald Eagle Won't Come off Endangered Species List Yet
By Anne Paine

The bald eagle won’t be stripped of its Endangered Species Act protection status, at least until the summer.

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, which had been poised to remove the national symbol from the endangered species list this month,
didn’t have its plans complete to do so as the deadline rolled around.

The agency has been driven to de-list the bald eagle by a court order, but received permission of the federal District Court in
Minneapolis to extend its Feb. 16 deadline until June 29.

Bald eagles have been rebounding around the nation, including in Tennessee, after dwindling in numbers to the brink of extinction.
While some say the species still needs the protection of the ESA, others say it’s not so.

“U.S. Fish and Wildlife officials obviously didn’t put a priority on getting the job done in a timely way,” Damien Schiff, an attorney for
Pacific Legal Foundation said in a printed statement.

The law firm’s suit led to the delisting requirement.

“Unfortunately, because they’ve been tardy in their work, people who own property must take extensive steps for a species no longer
considered threatened,” he said. “However, it’s in every landowner’s best interest that the delisting is done correctly and not open to
legal challenges.”

Al Cecere, founder and president of the American Eagle Foundation in Pigeon Forge, TN, is among those with concerns about the
bald eagle still, as is the Center for Biological Diversity.

“Delaying the delisting of the bald eagle is a wise move,” said Kieran Suckling, policy director of the Center for Biological Diversity in
Arizona.

“The agency’s own scientific peer reviewers oppose the delisting of the Arizona population and the rules for protecting the eagle’s
habitat after delisting in the rest of the country are woefully inadequate.

“The government needs to go back to square one and come up with a credible plan to ensure the long-term survival of the bald eagle.”


