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The federal government approved a new plan for the Impe-
rial Sand Dunes that divided 160,000 acres into eight areas,
each with varying off-highway vehicle usage and environ-
mental protection.

The new plan will take effect in October pending the out-
come of legal challenges in the federal court.

Bureau of Land Management State Director Mike Pool ap-
proved a new Recreation Area Management Plan on Thurs-
day that would regulate off-highway vehicles and environ-
mental protection for the next 15 years.

First drafted in 2002, RAMP zones the dunes into eight ar-
eas. The areas range from no vehicle use in the 26,202-acre
North Algodones Dunes Wilderness Area to intensive OHV
use in the 21,225 Gecko Management Area.

For months, environmentalists and off-highway enthusiasts
have battled over a temporary closure of 49,300 acres. Envi-
ronmentalists state that the closure protects threatened veg-
etation, particularly Pierson’s Milk Vetch, and critics of the
closure claim it hurts tourism dollars by limiting off-highway
vehicle use.

The closures have been in effect since 2000 due to a court-
approved settlement.

The new plan falls about 16,000-acres short of mimicking the
temporary closure site by replacing the acres closed with an
Adaptive Management Area.

The AMA will cover 33,329 acres and require off-highway
users to complete an environmental education course onsite
and hold a permit. The area would be open from Oct. 15
through March 31, limited to no more than 525 vehicles a day,
and overnight camping would be barred.

A BLM press release states that RAMP is in full compliance
with the Endangered Species Act and poses “no jeopardy” to
the milk vetch.

A court order, seasonal factors and regulatory requirements
will leave the temporary closures in place until Oct. 15, pend-
ing the outcome of legal challenges from both environmental
and OHV groups in Federal Court.

Unless the court rules otherwise, the temporary closures
would be lifted and replaced with the new plan.

“It was a five-year effort in trying,” said Ken Rosevear, ex-
ecutive
director for the Yuma County Chamber of Commerce. “That’s
the plan that we have been trying to get implemented and it
breaks a balance between a responsible use of the dunes and
allowing others to use the area for alternative uses. This is
where we get a balance between the environmental commu-
nity and the off-road community.”

An environmentalist who has been outspoken on this issue
disagrees.“The signing of this ... will not change anything on
the ground,” said Daniel Patterson, desert ecologist for the
Tucson-based Center for Biological Diversity. “It’s so poorly
done. It is so one-sided in favor of the off-road lobby. We
don’t think the court will uphold this plan.”

Patterson said the center is in favor of keeping the temporary
closures in place.

In a press release, the American Sand Association - a non-
profit group that supports sand enthusiasts - said they are
“pleased” with the new plan but no changes will occur until
the court cases are resolved.

“This is just one more step in a five-year journey to re-open
areas that were unnecessarily closed,” said Vince Brunasso,
ASA founder and legal chairman in the release.

More than 1.2 million people visit the Dunes annually, ac-
cording to the BLM.


