
 

 
 

BLM Nears Decision On Mojave Desert Plan 
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After nearly a dozen years of 
planning, the Bureau of Land 
Management is finally on the 
verge of releasing its 
management plan for the 
western Mojave Desert, the 
largest habitat conservation plan 
ever developed in the United 
States.  

The plan, which covers nearly 
9.4 million acres of public and 
private land in Southern 
California, is an attempt to 
balance conservation policies 
with economic growth and 
development in the rapidly 
growing region. The land 
covers portions of San 
Bernardino, Kern, Los Angeles 
and Inyo counties, including the 
burgeoning city of Victorville , 
which is expected to add 15,000 
residents to its current 
population of 85,000 in the next 
two years.  

BLM spokeswoman Jan 
Bedrosian said this week that 
the agency is optimistic that the 
regional director will release a 
response to comments on last 
year's final environmental 

impact statement (EIS) within 
30 days, followed shortly 
thereafter by a record of 
decision.  

"We're used to talking in terms 
of years, not seasons or 
months," Bedrosian said. "It 
been a long process for all of us, 
nearly 12 years."  

The final plan is not expected to 
differ significantly from the 
final EIS, much to the chagrin 
of environmentalists who have 
long opposed provisions that 
they allege favor business 
interests. According to Daniel 
Patterson, a desert biologist 
with the Center for Biological 
Diversity, that means future 
litigation is likely.  

"We would like to be in a 
position to support it, but that 
looks unlikely," Patterson said. 
"We're not expecting any major 
changes."  

Patterson said what was 
supposed to have been a plan 
meant to protect species such as 
the endangered desert tortoise 

has turned into a blueprint for 
more mining, development and 
off-road vehicle (ORV) use. 
"It's kind of transitioned into a 
sprawl plan, and that's the last 
thing we need here in Southern 
California," Patterson said.  

ORV use has long been a 
contentious issue in the Mojave 
Desert, with recreation 
enthusiasts complaining that too 
many routes have been closed 
to protect habitat for 
endangered species and 
environmentalists countering 
that BLM has conceded too 
much to off-road vehicle users 
and not done enough to protect 
the desert (Land Letter, July 8, 
2004). 

Bedrosian admitted that some 
groups will not be satisfied but 
that compromises are necessary 
during what has become a 12-
year process. "We're optimistic 
that the final plan will reach a 
balance, while allowing for the 
growth that is inevitable in 
Southern California," she said. 

 

 



 


