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An environmental group said yesterday that it will sue the federal government to gain protection for the ashy storm-petrel, a California 
shorebird whose habitat is threatened by climate change. 

The Center for Biological Diversity filed formal notice of its intent to sue the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which missed an October 
deadline to decide whether to grant endangered or threatened status to the petrels. 

The agency agreed to consider protecting the birds under the Endangered Species Act in 
May, in response to CBD's initial petition. Officials did not respond Wednesday to a 
request for comment on the likely lawsuit. 

The environmental group argued that climate change "represents perhaps the gravest 
threat to the long-term survival of the ashy storm-petrel," with the potential to disrupt the 
birds' habitat and food supply. 

The petrels nest and forage on a handful of offshore islands off the southern and central 
California coast and Mexico's Baja Peninsula. 

Their numbers have declined sharply in recent decades, decreasing by 42 percent 
between 1972 and 1992, according to scientists at the Point Reyes Bird Observatory in 
California. The National Audubon Society, the American Bird Conservancy, the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature and BirdLife International have included the 
birds on watchlists of endangered species (EENews PM, May 15, 2008). 

And according to CBD, that decline is not likely to reverse without federal intervention. 

While no published scientific studies have examined the potential effects of climate change on the petrels, the environmental group argues 
that expected sea level rise could inundate sea caves and offshore rocks where the birds breed. Warmer ocean temperatures and more 
acidic ocean waters could stunt populations of the larval fish and plankton the birds feed on, the group added. 

 

   

An ashy storm-petrel chick at Farallon National Wildlife 
Refuge. Photo by Jesse Irwin, courtesy of U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 
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