
When the little men made of electrical
transistors fall down on the plaster plat-
form stationed on a twisted bamboo
base, Susan Copeland hopes you see the
men and women killed in war.

When you hear the text of the Patriot
Act read aloud or the eloquent words
delivered by Susan B. Anthony when she
was tried for voting in 1873, presenters
hope you think about your freedom and
the privilege and responsibility that is
your vote.

Welcome to "Word on the Street: Poli-
tics Unusual." Throughout downtown
Phoenix today, timed to coincide with
Artlink's First Friday art tour, artists, ac-
tivists, poets and neighbors will meet to
encourage thoughtful consideration of
world events and politics and to register
people to vote.
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"We want people to vote or at least think
about why they are not voting, if they
are not going to vote and to think about
how important this election is," said
Copeland, one of the organizers. "We
want people to know that politics affect
them, because some people don't think
that it does."

Billed as a nonpartisan "meeting of art,
spoken word and politics," the event is
aimed at reaching those who come to
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events like First Friday but may be dis-
affected or politically unaware. It was
inspired by a similar, environmentally
themed event in Portland, Ore., several
years ago.

Political reading sites, envisioned origi-
nally as "soapboxes," will be set up in
the heart of downtown and at the Bur-
ton Barr Central Library during the day
and continue at the library and near gal-
leries around Grand Avenue and
Roosevelt Street tonight.

There, presenters will have people read
law, commentary or poetry. The public
is encouraged to take part by volunteer-
ing to read literature provided by each
station or to read something of their own,
such as poetry or spoken word.

"We want anybody who wants to have
a voice in this to show up and do so,"
said Michelle Harrington, Phoenix area
coordinator for the environmental group
the Center for Biological Diversity, who
joined with Copeland to plan the event.
"We want to engage people wherever
they are at and give them lots of oppor-
tunities to hear things they might not oth-
erwise hear."

Several galleries will display politically
themed artwork this evening, with some
displays continuing through the month.

"I've been wanting to combine my art-
work, which is usually very abstract,

with my political ideas," Copeland said.

Other works at Copeland's
OneBlockSouth location, for example,
include an interactive puppetlike piece
about President George W. Bush by art-
ist Joe Willie Smith, a sound-art piece
featuring clips from the president's
speeches amplified by glass funnels by
Richard Lerman, a mixed-media display
by Kate Timmerman about differences
in cultural perceptions, a woven net of
tar paper and words from the order that
sent Japanese-Americans to internment
camps during World War II, by Mona
Higuchi, and "post-nuclear" low-fire clay
landscapes by Alan Jones.

Though the event is billed as nonparti-
san, many of the artists admit that their
work is anti-war or inspired by the con-
tentious presidential race.


