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An ambitious project to expand the 
historic Arrowhead Springs into a 
major resort may face a delay after 
a San Bernardino County Superior 
Court judge’s order to revise the 
project.

Judge John Wade sided with 
environmentalists opposed to the 
project Wednesday in ordering San 
Bernardino and developer American 
Development Co. to revise its 
environmental- impact report.

Development plans for Arrowhead 
Springs include expansion of the 
resort’s 135-room hotel as well as 
construction of a second 300-room 
hotel and a 199-acre golf course.

The project would have as many as 
1,350 homes and 1 million square 
feet of commercial and offi ce space 
in the foothills of northern San 
Bernardino.

The Center for Biological Diversity, 
a Joshua Tree-based group, sued the 
city in December after it approved a 
specifi c plan that lays the groundwork 
for the project.

The center opposes plans to build 
homes and the golf resort in Waterman 
Canyon because it would destroy a 
stream that is home to an endangered 
species, said Adam Keats, an attorney 
for the conservation group.

In its environmental report, the 
city said alteration of the creek 
was necessary for flood control 
and that the project would not be 
economically feasible without the 
golf course.

The center contended that the report 
did not include suffi cient analysis to 
justify those claims, a fi nding that 
Wade agreed with in his ruling.

“They can’t just throw excuses up 
and think it’s going to stick,” Keats 
said. “They need to do research and 
analysis and present that to the public 
for the document to be adequate.”

John Nolan, an attorney representing 
the city and the developer, could not 
be reached Thursday for comment.

The city’s development-services 
director, Valerie Ross, also could not 
be reached for comment.

The center also argued that the 
report did not adequately study the 
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project’s effect on species such as 
the Southwestern willow fl ycatcher. 
Waterman Canyon is designated a 
critical habitat for the species.

The judge did not grant that portion 
of the center’s motion but did fi nd 
that those issues must be dealt with 
in later stages of the project-review 
process, Keats said.
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ARROWHEAD SPRINGS: A judge sides with environmentalists’ 
criticism of the project. 


