
Judge rules county ignored plan
LAKE ARROWHEAD: An approved housing development did not address safety issues. 
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San Bernardino County disregarded part of its general plan in approving a controversial Lake Arrowhead housing
development last year, a Superior Court judge ruled Thursday.

Judge John Wade sided with four environmental groups in overturning the county's approval in November 2005 of the
Hawarden Development Co. project, a 57-home development on a 40-acre ridge, south of Cumberland and Blue Ridge
drives.

The San Bernardino Valley Audubon Society, along with the Save Our Forest Association, Sierra Club and Center for
Biological Diversity, sued over the project on a number of grounds, including fire safety, water supply and its effect on
biological species.

They accused the county of ignoring its own standards, such as an April 2004 upgrade of mountain-area fire-safety
standards and a general-plan policy discouraging development on steep slopes, in approving project.

Julie Rynerson, chief of current planning for the county's land use services department, said she had not seen the ruling and
could not comment.

Wade sided with the county on most of the issues but agreed with opponents that the general plan required the developer
to fully construct Cumberland Drive to Highway 18 so an evacuation route would be available in case of fire.

County planners only required Hawarden to contribute what they considered its share of the costs to help extend the road.
That worked out to about 600 feet of 2,500 feet that needed to be completed.

Following the Old Fire of 2003, which destroyed or damaged about 1,000 homes, including 336 in nearby Cedar Glen,
critics had called for tougher standards for building in the area.

"There has to be better access for those people to get out of those neighborhoods," said Adam Keats, an attorney with the
Center for Biological Diversity. "This evacuation route is the best way to do it."

Andy Bodewin, owner and president of Hawarden, said building the road would be cost-prohibitive for his project. He
said he disagreed with the ruling and expected to appeal.

"I believe the judge probably made a mistake, but that will only be borne out by what the Court of Appeals has to say," he
said.

Keats said he hoped the ruling prompts the county to revisit the entire project and enforce its standards discouraging
development on steep slopes.
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