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A papier mache arctic grayling
burns on a fire next to the Big
Hole River near Divide Tuesday
afternoon during a protest
organized by the Grayling
Restoration Alliance. An actor
playing President Bush, Jeff
Schahczenski, center, tips his hat
after throwing the fish on the fire.
Actors playing Fish and Wildlife
Service employees, Allen
Puckett, left, and Hue-Chu Tu,
roll out a banner at the end of the
skit. Lisa Kunkel / The Montana
Standard.

Enveloped in a thick caddis hatch along the Big Hole River Tuesday afternoon, 20 people gathered during a mock funeral
for the arctic grayling.

The Grayling Restoration Alliance organized the event in protest of the federal government’s April 24 decision not to
protect fluvial arctic grayling by putting the dwindling species of fish on the Endangered Species List.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service concluded the fish’s abundance in northern parts of the continent makes extinction
unlikely.

Opponents argue that Montana’s native grayling can never be replaced, however, if they are allowed to disappear from the
upper Big Hole River.

“By ignoring good science, the Bush Administration has given the grayling a death sentence,” said Pat Munday, a Montana
Tech professor and president of the organization. “We must appeal this ruling and save the grayling for our children and
grandchildren.” In conjunction with the protest, Munday, the Center for Biological Diversity and former Montana fishing
guide George Wuerthner filed a 60-day notice Tuesday to sue the federal government, said Noah Greenwald, a Portland
biologist with CBD.

The notice is the required first step in challenging the decision not to place grayling on the Endangered Species List under
the Endangered Species Act, he said. 

The protest, at the Divide public fishing access, included retired state fisheries biologist Wayne Hadley and Michelle
Schahczenski portraying a grandfather and granddaughter on a fishing trip for grayling.



The two discussed how the species once thrived throughout the upper Missouri River and its tributaries when they were
interrupted by President Bush, portrayed by Jeff Schahczenski.

The actor emerged from the brush along the river and threw a large papier mache grayling into a camp fire while shouting
“no grayling left behind.” “Grandpa, that nutcase killed the grayling, who is he?” Michelle Schahczenski asked.

“The worst president in the history of our country,” Hadley replied.

As the grayling burned in the fire, actors dressed as FWS employees unrolled a banner that stated “mission
accomplished.” Tony Schoonen, a founding board member of the George Grant Chapter of Trout Unlimited, said the
government’s decision is disappointing.

A 51-year fishing guide who grew up on the Big Hole River at Twin Bridges, he said the decision makes it likely that
federal funds that were slated to help with stream restoration and irrigation improvement projects will be lost.

“It’s an absolute tragedy,” he said.

Hadley agreed.

“I think it’s a damn shame,” he said. “I think it betrays our responsibility to pass on to our children and grandchildren
those fish and the natural resources that they constitute.” — 

Reporter Justin Post may be reached via e-mail at justin.post@lee.net or by telephone, 496-5572. 
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