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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service released a statement 
Friday saying it will not appeal 
a U.S. District Court decision 
made in January that struck 
down the agency's attempt to 
reclassify gray wolf populations 
from "endangered" to 
"threatened."  

The announcement was made 
by Craig Manson, the outgoing 
Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior for Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks, which oversees the Fish 
and Wildlife Service.  

"Although we continue to 
believe the reclassification was 
both biologically and legally 
sound," Manson said in the 
statement, "we are exploring 
options for managing wolf 
populations that comply with 
the courts' rulings, while 
recognizing, as the courts did, 
that the Yellowstone and Great 
Lakes wolf populations have 
reached the recovery goals 
necessary for delisting."  

Delisting the Mexican gray wolf 
as "endangered," or 
reclassifying the species as 
"threatened," would have 
removed some of the lobos' 
legal protections.  

The Department of the Interior 
plans to issue separate proposed 
rules to delist new distinct 
population segments of gray 
wolves in the northern Rocky 
Mountains and the Great Lakes 

as early as possible in 2006, 
according to Manson, who steps 
down from his post Dec. 31. 
Both proposed rules will have 
public comment periods lasting 
90 days.  

In the meantime, gray wolves 
will continue to be managed as 
they were prior to the 2003 
reclassification, he said. Gray 
wolves in Minnesota are 
classified as threatened, as a 
result of a 1978 reclassification. 
Gray wolves in the remaining 
47 contiguous states and 
Mexico are endangered, except 
where they are listed as part of 
an "experimental population" 
for reintroduction purposes in 
the northern Rockies and parts 
of the Southwest -- including 
the Apache National Forest in 
Arizona and the Gila National 
Forest in New Mexico .  

Michael Robinson of the Center 
for Biological Diversity in 
Pinos Altos, described the 
ruling and Friday's 
announcement as the triumph of 
science over politics.  

"Interior Secretary Gale Norton 
tried to gerrymander the entire 
contiguous 48 states so that 
wolves in a few areas would 
make up for the absence of 
wolves in much larger regions," 
Robinson said. "It appears the 
Interior Department has finally 
read the plain meaning of the 
Endangered Species Act 
correctly. Now, instead of 

drawing lines on the map based 
on political considerations, any 
future lines must be based on 
science."  

The plaintiffs who won the case 
in January were comprised of 
19 conservation groups, 
including the Center for 
Biological Diversity and 
Defenders of Wildlife.  

Nina Fascione, a spokeswoman 
for Defenders of Wildlife in 
Washington, D.C. , said 
Monday she is pleased with the 
agency's decision not to appeal 
the case and that she hopes Fish 
and Wildlife's next attempt at 
reclassification is better thought 
out.  

"I think it's certainly good 
news," she said. "But none of 
that impacts the Mexican gray 
wolf program very much. It's 
more for wolves in the northern 
Rockies and the Great Lakes 
states."  

John Morgart, Blue Range Wolf 
Recovery Program coordinator, 
said Monday that the agency 
will not appeal either the 
Oregon or the Vermont cases.  

"We've chosen now not to 
appeal it," He said. "It's been 
null and void since the court 
enjoined and vacated the 
reclassification rule, so now 
we'll move forward to 
determine significant portion of 
range, distinct population and 



we're looking at delisting in 
those areas. How we handle 
wolves in the rest of the U.S. is 

another big decision that has to 
be made."  
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