
The furry little American pika has 
chalked up a significant victory in 
Sacramento federal court.

To settle a lawsuit, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service has finally agreed 
to consider listing it as endangered 
or threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act. In an order filed 
Tuesday, U.S. District Judge Frank 
C. Damrell Jr. approved the terms of 
the service’s settlement agreement 
with the Center for Biological 
Diversity, a nonprofit corporation 
active in species and habitat 
protection in the Western states.

On Oct. 1, 2007, the center petitioned 
the secretary of the service’s 
umbrella agency, the Department 
of Interior, to protect the pika with 
a listing, but got no response. The 
center then challenged that silence 
with a suit filed Aug. 19. 

Fish and Wildlife has agreed to 
decide by May 1 whether the center 
presented information indicating 
a listing may be warranted. If that 
decision favors the pika, the service 
will undertake an intensive review 
of the scientific evidence and decide 
by February 2010 whether the 
pika deserves endangered- species 
protection. If the pika prevails at 
that stage, Fish and Wildlife will 

publish a proposed listing, which 
will be open to comment for a year. 
A final decision would then be made 
in February 2011.

The federal defendants will pay 
the center’s lawyers – Deborah 
Reames, Gregory Loarie and Wendy 
Park of Oakland-based Earthjustice 
– $27,534 in attorneys’ fees and 
costs.

The center contends the pika, a 
relative of rabbits and hares, is 
at serious risk of extinction from 
global warming.

Thick fur and a high metabolism 
allow pikas to remain active 
year-round in the icy rubble atop 
the West’s highest peaks, but 
these same attributes leave them 
extremely vulnerable to heatstroke 
at temperatures near or above 80 
degrees, according to scientific data 
gathered by the center.

“Human-induced global warming 
has already rendered uninhabitable 
large tracts of the pika’s historic 
range, and if current trends continue 
the species may well become 
extinct in the foreseeable future,” 
the center’s lawsuit claimed.

Still pending, Loarie said in an 
interview, is a suit in San Francisco 
Superior Court challenging a 
rejection by state wildlife officials 
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of a bid to protect the pika under 
the California Endangered Species 
Act. The officials cited inadequate 
evidence the pika is imperiled.

The fist-sized creature is the first 
species for which protection was 
sought under the state’s law because 
of climate change.

JOHN J. MOSESSO/U.S. Geological Survey 
The American pika, shown in Grand Teton 
National Park, will be considered for listing as 
endangered or threatened by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 


