
 

Agency releases public assessment on arctic grayling 

By the Associated Press - 11/30/2005 

 

HELENA (AP) - An 
environmental assessment to 
help gauge how arctic grayling 
fare in southwestern Montana's 
upper Big Hole River is 
available for public review, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
said Tuesday. 

In a summer agreement to settle 
a lawsuit over the future of the 
fish, the agency said it would 
determine by April 2007 
whether arctic grayling that 
dwell in rivers should be 
protected under the federal 
Endangered Species Act. 
Preparation of the assessment 
announced Tuesday is one step 
in that process. 

The deadline to comment on the 
assessment is Jan. 23. 

Also released was a proposed 
conservation agreement for 
state and federal officials to use 

in approaching Big Hole 
landowners for commitments 
that benefit grayling. Those 
commitments may include 
voluntary measures to conserve 
streamside habitat and river 
water, helping grayling to have 
the flows they need. 

For landowners, one incentive 
is that voluntary measures could 
prevent their having to 
eventually comply with 
inflexible requirements under 
the Endangered Species Act. In 
2004 the federal Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
earmarked $1 million in 
payments for landowners who 
agreed to leave water in the Big 
Hole River. 

Excluding Alaska, the upper 
Big Hole has the nation's last 
native river-dwelling population 
of arctic grayling. The fish once 
existed throughout the upper 

Missouri River drainage. Harm 
to the Big Hole habitat includes 
the effects of a prolonged 
drought. 

The Center for Biological 
Diversity filed the lawsuit 
against the Fish and Wildlife 
Service in 2003, charging the 
agency did not do enough to 
protect the species. The center 
described the arctic grayling as 
"on the brink of extinction" and 
said Endangered Species Act 
protection was necessary for 
survival. 

Noah Greenwald, conservation 
biologist for the center, said he 
had not seen the documents 
released Tuesday and therefore 
could not comment on them. 

On the Net:Fish and Wildlife Service: 
http://mountain-prairie.fws.gov

 

http://www.helenair.com/
http://mountain-prairie.fws.gov/

