
FRAMINGHAM -- A study 
to be released tomorrow will 
show that the Endangered 
Species Act has success-
fully protected 93 percent 
of troubled species in the 
Northeast.

 The report, to be presented at Garden 
in the Woods, is a “rebuttal” to claims the 
federal law impedes economic progress 
without providing real benefi ts, said Wil-
liam Brumback, conservation director of 
the New England Wild Flower Society in 
Framingham.

 “There’s been a lot of controversy 
about the Endangered Species Act and 
some people, mostly in the West, are 
constantly trying to undermine the act, 
its effect on stopping certain projects,” 
Brumback said. The report is “a rebuttal 
in a lot of ways to people who say the act 
isn’t working well. In the Northeast, it is 
working.”

 The study, conducted by the Center 
for Biological Diversity in Tucson, Ariz., 
analyzed all 54 federally listed endan-
gered plants and animals that breed and 
migrate in New England, New York and 
New Jersey. The center found that 93 
percent of the species have improved or 
maintained their populations.

February 27, 2006

Act accomplishes its purpose

 The center is releasing the study tomor-
row at events in New York City; Provi-
dence, R.I.; and the Wild Flower Society’s 
Garden in the Woods in Framingham. The 
Framingham event is scheduled for 10 
a.m. at 180 Hemenway Road.

 The event will feature presentations 
by the Center for Biological Diversity 
and New England-area scientists and 
conservationists. Brumback will discuss 
the Wild Flower Society’s role in protect-
ing the Robbin’s cinquefoil, a plant found 
only in the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire.

 The plant has been removed from the 
Endangered Species List following a re-
covery effort that included moving a trail 
out of the cinquefoil’s way, and growing 
new plants to bolster its population.

 “The (Endangered Species) Act is 
working to improve the health of our 
environment. That’s the bottom line,” 
Brumback said.
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