
Accord reached on flood control, species protection in Mesquite

MESQUITE, Nev. (AP) - Federal
and city officials have agreed to
develop a long-term plan to protect
lives, property and endangered
species habitat on the Virgin River
after emergency flood-control
measures altered the river's channel.
   The city won't be fined for
Endangered Species Act violations
that might have occurred during and
after this month's flooding, Mayor
Bill Nicholes said.
  ''We all admit that private
communications might have helped,''
Nicholes said after meeting
Wednesday with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land
Management, and Army Corps of
Engineers officials. ''But stopping
water going into homes was a
priority.''
  ''As far as any fines, that's pretty
much satisfied there won't be
anything,'' he said.
   Officials bulldozed about 80 acres
of critical habitat for several
federally protected birds and fish
while struggling Jan. 11 to keep the
river out of homes and a middle
school in the southeast Nevada
community near the Arizona and
Utah border.
   After flooding subsided, the city
hired an explosives expert who
detonated dynamite along riverbanks
in an unsuccessful attempt to coax
the river back to its original course.
  An environmental group, the Center

January 28, 2005

for Biological Diversity, threatened
to sue the Department of Interior for
the failure of the Fish and Wildlife
Service and the Bureau of Land
Management to protect public
resources and endangered species
habitat.
  A letter signed by Michelle
Harrington, director of the center's
Rivers Program in Phoenix, claimed
the Army Corps of Engineers also
failed to protect endangered species
and their habitats.
  In a telephone interview, Daniel
Patterson, an ecologist for the
center's Tucson, Ariz., office said
Wednesday that Mesquite officials
went ''well beyond normal cleanup
and emergency.''
  Bob Williams, supervisor for the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in
Nevada, said a compromise among
the agencies will allow for a fast-
track plan to permit flood-control
work while protecting and restoring
species habitat.
   A short-term plan will be
developed to deal with spring runoff
on the Virgin River after a team of
biologists and consultants assesses
habitat damage, Williams said.


