
Gov.  Jane t  Napol i tano  has 
proclaimed April Arizona Rivers 
Month, a recognition that the state’s 
endangered natural waterways 
need more attention if they’re to 
survive.

“Arizona has few remaining 
perennially flowing rivers and 
is committed to protecting those 
that do remain, such as the San 
Pedro River, Verde River and 
Fossil Creek,” Napolitano said. 
“The quality of life in Arizona is 
particularly enhanced by the vitality 
of our precious and rare fl owing 
rivers.”

In her proclamation, Napolitano 
talks about how growth has 
imperiled the state’s rivers -- the San 
Pedro has been heavily damaged by 
groundwater pumping near Sierra 
Vista and the Verde faces threats 
from thousands of small wells and 
a few still-undrilled city-sized water 
projects.

She also mentions the still-uncertain 
threats from a Supreme Court 
decision that allowed the Bush 
administration to relax clean water 
regulations on some waterways. 
Arizona’s desert streams and rivers 
are especially at risk because not 
all of them flow year-round or 
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with sufficient volume to meet 
thresholds for protection under the 
laxer rules.

“The governor’s proclamation 
inspires us to protect Arizona rivers 
as the ribbons of life that allow 
the arid southwest to survive and 
thrive,” said Michelle Harrington, 
rivers conservation manager for the 
Tucson-based Center for Biological 
Diversity. “We must recognize 
the value of our state’s rivers and 
update our water management laws 
accordingly to refl ect the very real 
connection between groundwater 
and surface water.”

State laws still faill to fully recognize 
the link between groundwater and 

the water that flows in streams 
and rivers and lawmakers have 
been unwilling to make that link, 
insistent that groundwater is a 
sacred private property right.

Napolitano says she’s committed 
to protecting rivers. Earlier this 
year, she directed the Department 
of Water Resources to work with 
Prescott, Prescott Valley and 
Chino Valley on a plan to monitor 
groundwater pumping in the Big 
Chino Aquifer at the Verde River 
headwaters. The three communities 
are working on plans to drill wells 
into the aquifer.

If you want to celebrate Rivers 
Month, the Center for Biological 
Diversity and several Yavapai 
County groups are staging April 
River Days starting Saturday and 
continuing through next week. You 
can fi nd a full schedule of events 
here (click on full schedule [a .pdf 
fi le] under April River Days).

The kickoff event is the premiere 
of the film A Love Song to 



Glen Canyon, by river runner 
and storyteller Katie Lee.  It’s 
Saturday at 7 p.m. at the Granite 
Peak Unitarian Church, 882 Sunset 
Ave. in Prescott. Tickets are $5 and 
details are on the events schedule.

By the way, April is also Water 
Awareness Month in Arizona. You 
can read more about it here under 
Hot Topics. The executive order is 
here (it’s a .pdf fi le).

In it, the governor renews her call 
to create a culture of conservation 
in Arizona, urges Arizonans to 
become more conscious about their 
water use and to learn more about 

conservation and directs ADWR 
to:

    * Work with cities and towns to 
implement strong, effective water 
conservation programs.

    * Develop a water conservation 
toolkit to assist communities with 
their conservation programs.

    * Create a water wise community 
certifi cation program to promote 
greater awareness of water issues 
through education, action, and 
celebration.


