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Regarding “Shooting for success” (Editorial, Oct. 25):

The leading cause of death for Arizona’s endangered 
condors is poisoning from lead ammunition in 
carcasses of hunted game. The Republic argued that 
Arizona’s voluntary education and voucher program is 
“more successful” than California’s recent legislation 
restricting lead ammunition in the condors’ range.

Since the condor reintroduction program began in 
1996, 12 condors in the Grand Canyon have died from 
lead poisoning, eight in the last two years. In 2002, 23 
birds showed elevated lead levels in their blood and 13 
needed emergency “chelation” treatment. In 2006, 54 
of the 57 condors in Arizona showed elevated levels 
of lead and 40 (70 percent of the population) required 
emergency treatment.

Although 60 percent of hunters used the non-lead ammo 
redeemed through the voucher program last year, lead 
persists in the condors’ environment and food supply. 
The California Condor Recovery Team concluded that 
as long as lead ammunition is used in the condor range, 
the species is unlikely to recover.

No one disputes that lead ammunition for hunting is 
poisoning condors, bald eagles, gold eagles and other 
scavenging birds. There were only 22 condors held in 
captivity in the mid-1980s. Today, there are 135 condors 
extant in the wild, 57 of those in Arizona. Deaths and 
acute poisonings of a species just beginning to recover 
from near-extinction are unacceptable.

Killing or injuring condors is prohibited under the 
Endangered Species Act except where it is “unavoidable 
and unintentional.” Yet safe, reliable non-lead bullets 
and shot are available and perform as well or better, 
according to 93 percent of hunters who tried copper 
bullets provided in the voluntary program.

We have restricted the use of lead ammunition for 
waterfowl hunting and have removed lead from water 
pipes, gasoline, paint and utensils. Yet a scattering of 
toxic lead fragments threatens to jeopardize the 25-year 
multimillion- dollar effort to save the bird.

Arizona should follow the example of California’s 
Condor Protection Act and restrict the use of lead 
ammunition. - Will Hodges, Tucson
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