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I still remember the first time I saw a Desert Nesting Bald Eagle. It was along the Verde River, and there this Arizona
native sat, proudly perched like a sentry, on the limb of an old cottonwood tree.

Incredibly majestic. An unforgettable moment.

Today there are only 43 breeding pairs in Arizona. That's not many. That's not a thriving population; not compared to the
remarkable recovery other eagle populations have made throughout the rest of the United States.

The secretary of the U.S. Interior Department is expected to lift all protections for all eagle populations based upon the
recommendation of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

If so, that would be terribly wrong. And today, two Arizona congressmen, Raul Grijalva of Tucson and Harry Mitchell of
Tempe wrote to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service voicing their concern. They said the Arizona eagle would be "at grave
risk of extinction" without Endangered Species Act protection, and merits continued protection because of its distinct
population. Here is some background information from the Center for Biological Diversity. 

Not everyone agrees. The Arizona Game & Fish Department backs delisting because the agency has had success in
monitoring the eagles and their habitat along Arizona's waterways.

My question all along has been what's the rush? Why even take a chance when a peer review panel that recommended the
delisting of the bald eagle nationally said that Arizona's eagle should have continued protection?

I'd like to know what you think. And if you'd like, please share your experiences in the wild with the Arizona eagles, if
you've been fortunate to see one of these magnificent creatures in the wild. And if you'd like, tell the congressmen what
you think, too. You can contact their aides at these e-mail addresses: rachel.kondor@mail.house.gov and
seth.scott@mail.house.gov

Who knows, maybe a grass roots movement will make a difference. 


