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SILVER CITY — Despite an uproar from Burro Mountains residents and environmentalists, a gathering of ATV riders continued
Friday. 

The Gila Monster ATV Jamboree began Thursday, sponsored by the Gila Rough Riders, a local ATV group that advocates
responsible riding of ATVs, also known as four-wheelers or quads. 

Event sponsor Alex Ocheltree of ATV Mountain Cycle could not be reached for comment Friday, but Silver City District Ranger
Russell Ward said the event was limited to 75 to 100 persons, based on the federal rules governing the country's national forests. 

"If an event involves more than 75 people and entrance fees, it needs to be authorized under a special-uses permit," Russell said. 

He said Ocheltree filed an application for the event in mid-January. The Forest Service set a limit on the event of 100 persons and
designated specific trails in the Burro Mountains area that would be used. 

A letter was sent March 11 to solicit public comment. The window to comment was six days. 

Russell said many responses to the letter complained of the limited comment period, although that didn't prevent about 150 comments
from being received over the six days. 

Uproar over the event began shortly after the scoping letter was released and at least one local e-mail forum played host to dozens of
comments and complaints from residents over the issue. 

"As a citizen of Grant County and user of the National Forest trails for hiking, I want to register my complete opposition to this type of
event on public land," one letter to the forum reads. "This event is a horrible abuse of public resources and sensitive habitat for the
enjoyment of a small number of people and the financial gain of one man." 

"I was wondering if you have considered the likely scenarios when admitting the most destructive group of people in Grant Co. into
the Forest," another letter states. "Every year several are either killed or injured here in town on these things. No one has ever been
able to keep them on designated trails. How will you handle it if one or more gets off into some area and wrecks and requires
extraction by helicopter?" 

The Center for Biological Diversity even released a news release Wednesday slamming the Forest Service for allowing the event to
take place, saying the Forest Service used a "bureaucratic loophole to condone and encourage the event to continue without a
permit." 

"With a wink and a nod, the Forest Service is going to let dozens of high-powered off-road vehicles into the Burros despite admitting
that this event risks harming sensitive Forest resources and exacerbating conflicts with other Forest users," the release from the
Center for Biological Diversity reads. 

Russell said that under the federal code of regulations an event with 75 or fewer persons that is non-commercial can be held on
National Forest lands without a permit. The jamboree was planned originally as a paid event according to the jamboree Web site. 

Russell added that Forest Service officials would be monitoring the jamboree and he expected little trouble from the ATV group. 

"We believe he will be responsible," Russell said. 

He said as many as 25 to 30 ATV riders use trails in the Gila National Forest on a given weekend and violations of ATV etiquette in
the forest appear to be limited. 

According to the mission statement for the Gila Rough Riders, posted on the jamboree's Web site, the group follows a code of ethics
when operating ATVs. 

"The Gila Rough Riders is dedicated to responsible off-roading, preserving access to riding areas, and kid's right to ride," the
statement reads. "Responsible off-roading is mostly common sense and common courtesy. The Gila Rough Riders credo is
GIVE-RECEIVE-RESPECT, meaning that if you give respect, you will eventually receive it. Respect other outdoorsman, slow or stop
at any encounters, don't litter. Respect yourself by wearing a helmet, proper safety equipment and not riding beyond your ability.
Respect private and public property, know where you are riding, stay on existing trails, tread lightly. Respect your machine and
equipment, know its capabilities and limitations, and maintain it properly." 



Russell said the event originally called to use about one-third of the some 500 miles of trails in the Burro Mountains area. The number
of trails open to the jamboree group was also reduced by the Forest Service. 

Also under fire from opponents of the event was the Silver City/Grant County Chamber of Commerce for posting the event notice on
the chamber's community calendar. 

Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Nicole Robbins said the chamber did catch flak, but said the chamber does not
discriminate between its members. 

"We don't discriminate and we don't finance," she said. "We help everyone. We will promote Earth Day just as much as we do this
event." 
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