
Fossil Creek issues from a deep crack
on the Mogollon Rim at the geographic
heart of Arizona.

Fossil Creek has been giving itself to
Arizona for millennia. Now Arizona Pub-
lic Service is generously returning the
creek to its historic channel.

We Arizonans owe APS a heartfelt
“Thank you!”

For eons Fossil Creek's waters pooled
behind and stepped through concretelike
dams and terraces along its 14-mile trip
to the Verde River.

Since prehistory, it has provided habitat
for our uniquely adapted desert fishes.
In its upper reaches, native fishes still
thrive.

When settlers and miners in booming
Jerome, Crown King and Prescott
needed electricity, they turned to Fossil
Creek. In the early 1900s they erected
a dam that diverted most of the creek's
flow through an engineering marvel of
sluices, aqueducts and tunnels to two
state-of-the-art, durable hydropower
plants that continue to provide power and
profits to APS.

But the creek's travertine pools and
many of its native species were all but
lost during its diverted years.

A decade ago, APS recognized our need
for an authentic stream and fauna at the
heart of Arizona. With more than 100
stakeholders, APS designed the decom-
missioning of the Childs/Irving hydro-
power facilities.
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APS owed a 'thanks' for Fossil Creek effort
Today, APS has started deconstruction
activities to restore Fossil Creek's flows.

APS' gift has provided an opportunity to
restore the native fishery and protect a
sensitive lowland leopard frog popula-
tion. Restoring this fishery helps reverse
the larger decline of native fishes, helps
avert the need to add species to the En-
dangered Species list, and helps to re-
cover currently listed species.

Fossil Creek will no longer generate
electricity as it tumbles and twists. But
it will re-create turquoise travertine
pools, where it will rear native fish and
frogs. It will regenerate the gallery for-
est that lines its banks and cools its wa-
ter.

From the fish, wildlife and human gen-
erations that Fossil Creek has served,
those who have cared for it, and those
who have yet to experience it, "Thank
you."

Steve Spangle,
Phoenix


