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A BILL TO DIE FOR 

Legislation passed by the U.S. House would gut 
protections for endangered species 
An effort to dilute federal protection for endangered wildlife and habitats has passed the 
House and awaits Senate action. If the euphemistically titled Threatened and Endangered 
Species Recovery Act is approved, successful efforts that have saved hundreds of species 
of plants and animals in their natural state for future generations will be undone. 

The original Endangered Species Act, passed in 1973 during Richard Nixon's presidency, 
gives more than 1,250 species protected status and has designated more than 200 million 
acres of essential wildlife habitat. While it has scored major successes in helping such 
American symbols as the bald eagle bounce back from near extinction, land developers 
and agricultural interests have strongly opposed it. The Bush administration and Rep. 
Tom DeLay, R-Sugar Land, support California Congressman Richard Pombo's bill, 
which passed the House 229-193 on a largely party-line vote. 

Dubbed "The Extinction Bill" by opponents, the legislation would eliminate all existing 
and future critical habitat protections, a section of the current Endangered Species Act 
considered essential in protecting threatened species. One need not be a biologist to 
realize that species cannot be preserved in a wild state if they have no protected habitat in 
which to survive and multiply. Instead of allowing the secretary of the interior to 
designate such areas and impose land use restrictions, the bill would substitute vaguely 
defined recovery plans that environmentalists contend are unenforceable. 

The bill also requires that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service respond to a landowner's 
request to develop previously restricted habitat within 180 days. After that time, the 
landowner is free to go forward. If the agency denies the request, it would be required to 
compensate the landowner for any losses incurred by the limits on development. 
According to Bryan O'Neal of the Arizona-based Center for Biological Diversity, those 
requirements would result in the Department of the Interior paying millions of dollars to 
corporations and developers out of the already lean budget for national parks and wildlife 
refuges. 

After 30 years, the Endangered Species Act may require revisions, but it must not be 
destroyed. The Pombo bill would reverse the hard-won ecological progress the nation has 
achieved and sign a death warrant for creatures that have only recently been pulled back 
from the brink of extinction. The only species that will prosper and multiply under this 
law are developers indifferent to wildlife and biological diversity. 
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