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EXHIBIT A 
 
 

PUBLISHED SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE 
DEMONSTRATING THAT CONSUMPTION OF 
TURTLE MEAT, THEIR SHELL, ORGANS AND 
BODY PARTS CAN BE HARMFUL TO HUMANS   

 
Giggleman, C.M. 2005. Report Assessment of Trinity River Fisheries within the 
proposed Dallas County, Texas. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Arlington, Texas 
Ecological Services Field Office, Arlington, Texas. 71 pp. 
 
Giggleman, C.M. and Lewis, J.M. 2003. Metals contamination in fish in reservoirs at 
Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge, Comanche County, Oklahoma, July 2003. 131 pp. 
 
Giggleman, C.M., Baker, D.L. and Lusk, J.D. 1995. A contaminants survey of three 
lentic systems within the cypress creek watershed, Texas 1993-1995. 143 pp. 
 
Kennish, M.J. and B.E. Ruppel. 1998. Organochlorine contamination in selected 
estuarine and coastal marine finfish and shellfish of New Jersey. Water, Air and Soil 
Pollution 101:123-136. 
 
Mitchell, K.E. In Press. The use of freshwater aquatic turtles as indicator species for the 
bioaccumulation of methylmercury. University of Texas, Arlington. 
 
Portelli, M.J. and C.A. Bishop. 2000. Ecotoxicology of organic contaminants in reptiles: 
a review of the concentrations and effects of organic contaminants in reptiles. Pp. 495-
543 In D.W. Sparling, G. Linder and C.A. Bishop (eds.).Ecotoxicology of Amphibians 
and Reptiles. Setac Press, Pensacola, Florida. 
 
Safe, S. 1994. Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs): Environmental impact, biochemical 
and toxic response and implications for risk assessment. CRC Critical Reviews of 
Toxicology 24:87-149. 
 
Texas Department of Health (TDOH). 2001. Fish advisories and Bans. Available at 
http://www.tdh.state.tx.us/bfds/ssd/. 
 
Ward, J. and Bush, S. 2002. Quantitative Risk Characterization: Trinity River in Tarrant, 
Dallas, Henderson and Navarro Counties, Texas. Texas Department of State Health 
Services Division of Seafood Safety Division of Environmental Epidemiology and 
Toxicology. August 26, 2002. 12 pp. 
 



 3

 
ADDITIONAL REFERENCES SHOWING 

BIOACCUMULATION IN TURTLES  
 

Aguirre, A. A., G. H. Balazs, B. Zimmerman, and F. D. Galey. 1994. Organic 
contaminants and trace metals in the tissues of green turtles ( Chelonia mydas) 
afflicted with fibropapillomas in the Hawaiian Islands. Mar.Pollut.Bull. 28:109-
114.  

Alam S.K. & Brim M.S. Organochlorine, PCB, PAH, and metal concentrations in eggs of 
loggerhead sea turtles (Caretta caretta) from northwest Florida, USA. 
J.Environ.Sci.Health B Pestic. 35[6], 705-724. 2000.  

Alava, J. J., J. M. Keller, J. R. Kucklick, J. Wyneken, L. Crowder, and G. I. Scott. 2006. 
Loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta) egg yolk concentrations of persistent 
organic pollutants and lipid increase during the last stage of embryonic 
development. Science of the Total Environment 367:170-181.  

Albers, P. H., L. Sileo, and B. M. Mulhern. 1986. Effects of environmental contaminants 
on snapping turtles of a tidal wetland. Archives of Environmental Contamination 
and Toxicology 15:39-49.  

Anan, Y., T. Kunito, I. Watanabe, H. Sakai, and S. Tanabe. 2001. Trace element 
accumulation in Hawksbill turtles (Eretmochelys imbricata) and Green turtles 
(Chelonia mydas) from Yaeyama Islands, Japan. Environ.Toxicol.Chem. 
20:2802-2814.  

Bargar, T.A., G.I. Scott and G.P. Cobb. 2001. Maternal transfer of contaminants: case  
study of the excretion of three polychlorinated biphenyl congeners and technical-
grade endosulfan into eggs by white leghorn chickens (Gallus domesticus). 
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry 20:61-67.  
 

Bell, B., J. R. Spotila, and J. Congdon. 2006. High incidence of deformity in aquatic 
turtles in the John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge. Environmental Pollution 
142:457-465.  

Bergeron, J. M., D. Crews, and J. A. Mclachlan. 1994. PCBs as environmental estrogens: 
Turtle sex determination as a biomarker of environmental contamination. 
Environmental Health Perspective 102:780-781.  

Bickham, J. W., B. G. Hanks, M. J. Smolen, T. Lamb, and J. Whitfield Gibbons. 1988. 
Flow cytometric analysis of the effects of low-level radiation exposure on natural 
populations of slider turtles (Pseudemys scripta). Archives of Environmental 
Contamination and Toxicology 17:837-841.  

Bishop, C.A., R.J. Brooks, J.H. Carey, P. Ng, R.J. Norstrom and D.R.S. Lean. 1991. The  
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case for a cause-effect linkage between environmental contamination and 
development in eggs of the common snapping turtle (Chelydra serpentina 
serpentina) from Ontario, Canada. Journal of Toxicology and Environmental 
Health 33:521-548.  
 

Bishop, C. A., D. R. S. Lean, R. J. Brooks, J. H. Carey, and P. Ng. 1995. Chlorinated 
hydrocarbons in early life stages of the common snapping turtle (Chelydra 
serpentina serpentina) from a coastal wetland on Lake Ontario, Canada. 
Environ.Toxicol.Chem. 14:421-426.  

Bishop C.A., Ng P., Pettit K.E., Kennedy S.W., Stegeman J.J., Norstrom R.J. & Brooks 
R.J. Environmental contamination and developmental abnormalities in eggs and 
hatchlings of the common snapping turtle (Chelydra serpentina serpentina) from 
the Great Lakes St Lawrence River basin (1989-91). Environ.Pollut. 101[1], 143-
156. 1998.  

Bishop, C. A., G. P. Brown, R. J. Brooks, D. R. S. Lean, and J. H. Carey. 1994. 
Organochlorine contaminant concentrations in eggs and their relationship to body 
size, and clutch characteristics of the female common snapping turtle (Chelydra 
serpentina serpentina) in Lake Ontario, Canada. Archives of Environmental 
Contamination and Toxicology 27:82-87.  

Bishop, C. A., P. Ng, R. J. Norstrom, R. J. Brooks, and K. E. Pettit. 1996. Temporal and 
geographic variation of organochlorine residues in eggs of the common snapping 
turtle (Chelydra serpentina serpentina) (1981- 1991) and comparisons to trends in 
the herring gull (Larus argentatus) in the Great Lakes basin in Ontario, Canada. 
Archives of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology 31:512-524.  

Bonin, J., J. L. DesGranges, C. A. Bishop, J. Rodrigue, A. Gendron, and J. E. Elliott. 
1995. Comparative study of contaminants in the mudpuppy (Amphibia) and the 
common snapping turtle (Reptilia), St Lawrence River, Canada. Archives of 
Environmental Contamination and Toxicology 28:184-194.  

Burger, J., and J. W. Gibbons. 1998. Trace elements in egg contents and egg shells of 
slider turtles (Trachemys scripta) from the savannah river site. Archives of 
Environmental Contamination and Toxicology 34:382-386.  

Clark, D. R., and A. J. Krynitsky. 1985. DDE residues and artifical incubation of 
Loggerhead sea turtle eggs. Bulletin of Environmental Contamination and 
Toxicology 34:121-125.  

Clark, Jr. D. R., J. W. Bickham, D. L. Baker, and D. F. Cowman. 2000. Environmental 
contaminants in Texas, USA, wetland reptiles: evaluation using blood samples. 
Environ.Toxicol.Chem. 19:2259-2265.  

Congdon, J.D. 1989. Proximate and evolutionary constraints on energy relations of  
reptiles. Physiological Zoology 62:356-373.  
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Congdon, J.D., A.E. Dunham and D.W. Tinkle. 1982. Energy budgets and life histories  
of reptiles. Pp 155-199. In C. Gans and F.H. Pough (eds.) Biology of the Reptilia  
Vol. 13. Academic Press, New York, New York.  
 

Congdon, J.D., A.E. Dunham, W.A. Hopkins, C.L. Rowe and T.G. Hinton. 2001.  
Resource allocation-based life histories: a conceptual basis for studies of  
ecological toxicology. Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry 20:1698-1703.  

 
Corsolini, S., S. Aurigi and F. Focardi. 2000. Presence of polychlorobiphenyls (PCBs)  

and coplanar congeners in the tissues of the Mediterranean loggerhead turtle  
Caretta caretta. Marine Pollution Bulletin 40:952-960.  

 
Costanzo, J.P., S.A. Dinkelacker, J.B. Iverson and R.E. Lee, Jr. 2004. Physiological  

ecology of overwintering in the hatchling painted turtle: Multiple-scale variation  
in response to environmental stress. Physiological and Biochemical Zoology 
77:74-99.  
 

de Solla, S., and K. J. Fernie. 2004. Characterization of contaminants in snapping turtles 
(Chelydra serpentina) from Canadian lake Erie Areas of Concern: St. Clair River, 
Detroit River, and Wheatley Harbor. Environmental Pollution 132:101-112.  

de Solla, S., C. Bishop, and R. Brooks. 2002. Sexually dimorphic morphology of 
hatchling snapping turtles (Chelydra serpentina) from contaminated and reference 
sites in the Great Lakes and St Lawrence River basin, North America. 
Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry 21:922-929.  

deSolla, S. R., C. A. Bishop, G. VanderKraak, and R. J. Brooks. 1998. Impact of 
organochlorine contamination on levels of sex hormones and external 
morphology of common snapping turtles (Chelydra serpentina serpentina) in 
Ontario, Canada. Environ.Health.Perspect. 106:253-260.  

de Solla, S.R., C.A. Bishop, H. Lickers and K. Jock. 2001. Organochlorine pesticides,  
PCBs, Dibenzodioxin, and furan concentrations in common snapping turtle eggs 
(Chelydra serpentina serpentina) in Akwesasne, Mohawk Territory, Ontario, 
Canada. Archives of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology 40:410-417.  

 
Ernst, C.H., J.E. Lovich and R.W. Barbour. 1994. Turtles of the Unites States and  

Canada. Smithsonian, Washington D.C.  
 
Frazer, N.B., J.W. Gibbons and J.L. Greene. 1991. Life history and demography of the  

common mud turtle Kinosternon subrubrum in South Carolina. Ecology 72:2218-
2231.  

 
Fritts, T.H. and M.A. McGehee. 1981. Effects of Petroleum on the Development and  

Survival of Marine Turtle Embryos. Report to US Department of the Interior, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Contract No.121-16-0, Washington, D.C.  
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Gardner, S. C., S. L. Fitzgerald, B. A. Vargas, and L. M. Rodriguez. 2006. Heavy metal 
accumulation in four species of sea turtles from the Baja California Peninsula, 
Mexico. BioMetals 19:91-99.  

Gardner, S. C., M. D. Pier, R. Wesselman, and J. A. Juarez. 2003. Organochlorine 
contaminants in sea turtles from the Eastern Pacific. Mar.Pollut.Bull. 46:1082-
1089.  

Henny, C., K. Beal, R. Bury, and R. Goggans. 2003. Organochlorine pesticides, PCBs, 
trace elements and metals in western pond turtle eggs from Oregon. Northwest 
Science:46-53.  

Holcomb, C. M., and W. S. Parker. 1979. Mirex residues in eggs and livers of two long-
lived reptiles (Chrysemys scripta and Terrapene carolina) in Mississippi, 1970-
1977. Bulletin of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology 23:369-371.  

Hopkins W.A., Roe J.H., Snodgrass J.W., Jackson B.P., Kling D.E., Rowe C.L. & 
Congdon J.D. Nondestructive indices of trace element exposure in squamate 
reptiles. Environ.Pollut. 115[1], 1-7. 2001.  

Holladay, S.D., J. C. Wolf, S.A. Smith, D.E. Jones and J.L. Robertson. 2001. Aural  
abscesses in wild-caught box turtles (Terepene carolina): Possible role of 
organochlorine-induced hypovitaminosis A. Ecotoxicology and Environmental 
Safety 48:99-106.  

 
Hopkins, W.A., C.L. Rowe and J.D. Congdon. 1999. Elevated trace element  

concentrations and standard metabolic rate in banded water snakes (Nerodia 
fasciata) exposed to coal combustion wastes. Environmental Toxicology and 
Chemistry 18:1258-1263. 
 

Irwin L.K., Gray S. & Oberdorster E. Vitellogenin induction in painted turtle, Chrysemys 
picta, as a biomarker of exposure to environmental levels of estradiol. Aquatic 
Toxicology 55[1-2], 49-60. 2001.  

Iverson, J.B. 1991. Patterns of survivorship in turtles order Testudines. Canadian Journal  
of Zoology 69:385-391. 
 

Kampalath, R., S. C. Gardner, L. Mendez-Rodriguez, and J. A. Jay. 2006. Total and 
methylmercury in three species of sea turtles of Baja California Sur. Marine 
Pollution Bulletin 52:1816-1823.  

Keller, J. M., J. R. Kucklick, M. A. Stamper, C. A. Harms, and P. D. McClellan-Green. 
2004. Associations between organochlorine contaminant concentrations and 
clinical health parameters in loggerhead sea turtles from North Carolina, USA. 
Environmental Health Perspectives 112:1074-1079.  

Keller, J. M., P. D. McClellan-Green, J. R. Kucklick, D. E. Keil, and M. M. Peden-
Adams. 2006. Effects of organochlorine contaminants on loggerhead sea turtle  
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immunity: Comparison of a correlative field study and in vitro exposure experiments. 
Environmental Health Perspectives 114:70-76.  

Keller, J. M., J. R. Kucklick, C. A. Harms, and P. D. McClellan-Green. 2004. 
Organochlorine contaminants in sea turtles: Correlations between whole blood 
and fat. Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry 23:726-738.  

Keller, J. M., K. Kannan, S. Taniyasu, N. Yamashita, R. D. Day, M. D. Arendt, A. L. 
Segars, and J. R. Kucklick. 2005. Perfluorinated compounds in the plasma of 
loggerhead and Kemp's ridley sea turtles from the southeastern coast of the 
United States. Environmental Science & Technology 39:9101-9108.  

King K.A., Martinez C.T. & Rosen P.C. Contaminants in Sonoran mud turtles from 
Quitobaquito Springs, Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, Arizona. 1996. 
Phoenix, Arizona, USFWS.  

Lake, J. L., R. Haebler, R. Mckinney, C. A. Lake, and S. S. Sadove. 1994. PCBs and 
other chlorinated organic contaminants in tissues of juvenile Kemp's ridley turtles 
(Lepidochelys kempi). Mar.Environ.Res. 38:313-327.  

Lam, J. C. W., S. Tanabe, S. K. F. Chan, M. H. W. Lam, M. Martin, and P. K. S. Lam. 
2006. Levels of trace elements in green turtle eggs collected from Hong Kong: 
Evidence of risks due to selenium and nickel. Environmental Pollution 144:790.  

Lamb, R., J. W. Bickham, J. W. Gibbons, M. J. Smolen, and S. McDowell. 1991. Genetic 
damage in a population of slider turtles (Trachemys scripta) inhabiting a 
radioactive reservoir. Archives of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology 
20:138-142.  

Lamb, T., J. W. Bickham, T. B. Lyne, and J. W. Gibbons. 1995. The slider turtle as an 
environmental sentinel: Multiple tissue assays using flow cytometric analysis. 
Ecotoxicology. 4:5-13.  

Lance, V. A., T. Cort, J. Masuoka, R. Lawson, and P. Saltman. 1995. Unusually high zinc 
concentrations in snake plasma, with observations on plasma zinc concentrations 
in lizards, turtles and alligators. Journal of Zoology 235:577-585.  

Lind, P.M., J. Orberg, U. Edlund, L. Sjoblom and L. Lind. 2004. The dioxin-like  
pollutant PCB 126 (3,3’,4,4’,5-pentachlorobiphenyl) affects risk factors for 
cardiovascular disease in females. Toxicology letters 150:293-299.  

 
Lutcavage, M.E., P.L. Lutz, G.D. Bossart and D.M. Hudson. 1995. Physiologic and  

clinicopathologic effects of crude oil on loggerhead sea turtles. Archives of 
Environmental Contamination and Toxicology 28:417-422. 
 

Maffucci, F., F. Caurant, P. Bustamante, and F. Bentivegna. 2005. Trace element (Cd, 
Cu, Hg, Se, Zn) accumulation and tissue distribution in loggerhead turtles (Caretta  
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caretta) from the Western Mediterranean Sea (southern Italy). Chemosphere 58:535-542.  

Mahmoud, I.Y., L.J. Guillette Jr., M.E. McAsey and C. Cady. 1989. Stress-induced  
changes in serum testosterone, estradiol-17β and progesterone in the turtle, 
Chelydra serpentina. Comparative Biochemistry and Physiology 93A: 423-427.  
 

Matter, J. M., D. A. Crain, C. Sills-McMurry, D. B. Pickford, T. R. Rainwater, K. D. 
Reynolds, A. A. Rooney, R. L. Dickerson, and Jr. L. J. Guillette. 1999. Effects of 
endocrine-disrupting contaminants in reptiles: alligators. Pages 267-289 in 
Principles and processes for evaluating endocrine disruption.  

Mckenzie C., Godley B.J., Furness R.W. & Wells D.E. Concentrations and patterns of 
organochlorine contaminants in marine turtles from Mediterranean and Atlantic 
waters. Mar.Environ.Res. 47[2], 117-135. 1999.  

Meyers-Schöne, L. and B.T. Walton. 1994. Turtles as monitors of chemical contaminants  
in the environment. Reviews of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology 
135:93-153. 
  

Nagle R.D., Rowe C.L. & Congdon J.D. Accumulation and selective maternal transfer of 
contaminants in the turtle Trachemys scripta associated with coal ash deposition. 
Archives of Environmental Contamination and Toxicology 40[4], 531-536. 2001.  

Pagano J.J., Rosenbaum P.A., Roberts R.N., Sumner G.M. & Williamson L.V. 
Assessment of maternal contaminant burden by analysis of snapping turtle eggs. 
J.Great.Lakes.Res. 25[4], 950-961. 1999.  

Palmer, B. D., and S. K. Palmer. 1995. Vitellogenin induction by xenobiotic estrogens in 
the red- eared turtle and African clawed frog. Environmental Health Perspective 
103:19-25.  

Parker, W.S. 1996. Age and survivorship of the slider (Trachemys scripta) and the mud  
turtle (Kinosternon subrubrum) in a Mississippi Farm Pond. Journal of  
Herpetology 30:266-268.  
 

Rie, M. T., K. A. Lendas, B. R. Woodin, J. J. Stegeman and I. P. Callard. 2000. Hepatic  
biotransformation enzymes in sentinel species, the painted turtle (Chrysemys 
picta), from Cape Cod Massachusetts: seasonal-, sex-, and location-related 
differences. Biomarkers 5:382-394.  
 

Rybitski, M. J., R. C. Hale, and J. A. Musick. 1995. Distribution of organochlorine 
pollutants in Atlantic Sea turtles. Copeia 379-390.  

Sahoo, G., R. K. Sahoo, and P. MohantyHejmadi. 1996. Distribution of heavy metals in 
the eggs and hatchlings of olive ridley sea turtle, Lepidochelys olivacea, from 
Gahirmatha, Orissa. Indian J.Mar.Sci. 25:371-372.  



 9

Sakai, H., H. Ichihashi, H. Suganuma, and R. Tatsukawa. 1995. Heavy Metal Monitoring 
in Sea Turtles Using Eggs. Mar.Pollut.Bull. 30:347-353.  

Shirose L., Bishop C. & Gendron A. Amphibians and reptiles in Great Lakes Wetlands: 
Threats and conservation. 1996. Canada, Authority of the Minister of the 
Environment.  

Struger, J., J. E. Elliott, C. A. Bishop, M. E. Obbard, R. J. Norstrom, D. V. C. Weseloh, 
M. Simon, and P. Ng. 1993. Environmental Contaminants in Eggs of the 
Common Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina serpentina) from the Great- Lakes 
St- Lawrence River Basin of Ontario, Canada (1981, 1984). Journal of Great 
Lakes Research 19:681-694.  

Tangredi, B. P., and R. H. Evans. 1997. Organochlorine pesticides associated with ocular, 
nasal, or otic infection in the eastern box turtle (Terrapene carolina carolina). 
J.Zoo.Wildlife Med. 28:97-100.  

Van Meter, R. J., J. R. Spotila, and H. W. Avery. 2006. Polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons affect survival and development of common snapping turtle 
(Chelydra serpentina) embryos and hatchlings. Environmental Pollution 142:466-
475.  

Vazquez, G. F., M. C. Reyes, G. Fernandez, J. E. C. Aguayo, and V. K. Sharma. 1997. 
Contamination in marine turtle (Dermochelys coriaca) egg shells of Playon de 
Mexiquillo, Michoacan, Mexico. Bulletin of Environmental Contamination and 
Toxicology 58:326-333.  

White, R. B., and P. Thomas. 1992. Whole-body and plasma concentrations of steriods in 
the turtle, Trachemys scripta, before, during and after the temperature-sensitive 
period for sex determination. Journal of Experimental Zoology 264:159-166.  

Willingham E. Embryonic exposure to low-dose pesticides: Effects on growth rate in the 
hatchling red-eared slider turtle. J.Toxicol.Environ.Health Pt.A 64[3], 257-272. 
2001.  

Willingham E., Rhen T., Sakata J.T. & Crews D. Embryonic treatment with xenobiotics 
disrupts steroid hormone profiles in hatchling red-eared slider turtles (Trachemys 
scripta elegans). Environmental Health Perspective 108[4], 329-332. 2000.  

Willingham, E. 2005. The effects of atrazine and temperature on turtle hatchling size and 
sex ratios. Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment 3:309-313.  

Willingham E. & Crews D. The red-fared slider turtle: An animal model for the study of 
low doses and mixtures. Amer.Zool. 40[3], 421-428. 2000.  

Yawetz, A., M. BenedekSegal, and B. Woodin. 1997. Cytochrome P4501A immunoassay 
in freshwater turtles and exposure to PCBs and environmental pollutants. 
Environ.Toxicol.Chem. 16:1802-1806.  
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Yawetz, A., B.R. Woodin and J.J. Stegeman. 1998. Cytochromes P450 in liver of the  
turtle Chrysemys picta picta and the induction and partial purification of CYP1A-  
like proteins. Biochimica et Biophysica Acta 1381:12-26.  
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EXHIBIT B 
 
 
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF STATE HEALTH 

SERVICES BANS HUMAN CONSUMPTION OF FISH 
IN THE TRINITY RIVER DUE TO UNSAFE LEVELS 

OF CHLORDANE AND PCBs, KNOWN HUMAN 
CARCINOGENS 
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EXHIBIT C 
 

ONLINE SOLICITATION FROM BUYERS IN ASIA TO 
PURCHASE “HUGE NUMBERS” OF FRESHWATER 

TURTLE FROM THE UNITED STATES 
 

 

Businesses  
Classifieds  
Forums  
Photos  
Chat  
News  
Video/Podcast  
Features  
Mail Lists  
Clubs  
Books  

Reptile & Amphibians  
Insects  
Birds  
Cats  
Dogs  
Exotics  
Horses  
Aquaria  
Ponds  
PetHobbyist  
PetPress  
PetSupport  
RescueNetwork  
My Account  

club.kingsnake - club.kingsnake on myspace - advertising rates - site news - help -

for a pet? Try a rescue first!  

ma Go
 

to add your rescue  

Reptarium Screen Cages IN STOCK & ON SALE starting at $19.99 @ LLLRe
XL and XXL Rats On Sale Now At RODENTPRO.COM 

Home | Recently Posted | Post a Classified | My Ads | Help | Report Abuse 
Home :: Turtles  

Importer form Taiwan( SNAPPERS, SOFT 
SHELL)  
Send this ad to a friend! Click Here!  
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Posted by Kerwin Chen (Contact Me!)  
April 16, 2007 at 04:08:11 

   

Registered PetHobbyist 
User since 2006-10-22 

View All Ads (11) | This 
Category Only (1) 
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EXHIBIT D 
 

2005-2002 US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
LAW ENFORCEMENT MANAGEMENT 

INFORMATION SYSTEM DATA OF WILD 
CAUGHT TURTLES FOR EXPORT FROM 

DALLAS FORT WORTH AIRPORT. 
 

ON RECORD WITH THE GENERAL COUNSEL AND NONGAME 
DIVISION OF THE TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT 
AND THE SEAFOOD UNIT OF THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE HEALTH SERVICES 
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EXHIBIT E 
 
NOTES FROM SEMINAR “TURNING TURTLES 

INTO CASH” COMMERCIAL TURTLE 
TRAPPING RECRUITMENT SEMINAR. 

CLEBURNE TEXAS MARCH 2007 
 

Audio tape and notes on record with General Counsel and the 
Nongame Division of TPWD and the Seafood Unit of TDSHS. 

 
Bayou Bob recruitment meeting  
Cleburne Civic Center, Cleburne, TX  
March 7, 2007 – 6:30 pm  
Unless otherwise indicated, all the comments listed were made by “Bayou” Bob 
Popplewell during his presentation  
 • The purpose of this meeting is to enlist an “army”, the motivation to join this army 

is money.  
 • The company holds licenses to collect in Texas, Florida, Oklahoma and Louisiana  
 • There are currently 450 people that are currently collecting turtles in Texas as part 

of the co-op; these people come from all walks of life  
 • Some members of the co-op collect full-time; that is not recommended because it is 

such hard work and it would be easy to get burned out  
 • Joining the co-op will help people gain life long skills  
 • People that join will receive a membership kit that includes:  

 o Instructional DVD starring Bob  
 o 2 traps  
 o Field guide book  
 o Rules and regulations for your area  
 o Lots of useful materials for best results  
 o Tickets ($300 value) to a training seminar at the ranch that includes a day 

of field demos, chuck wagon lunch and camping the night before  
 o Access to a hotline number answered by Bob for any turtling questions  
 o Electronic files of posters that you can distribute to grow your business  

 ¦ Full color images  
 ¦ You can insert you name and contact information  
 ¦ Poster verbiage “Do you want more fish in your lake? Do you have 

too many turtles?”  
 ¦ These can be distributed door to door, posted in various locations 

(cafes, tractor supply stores, farm bureaus, feed stores)  
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 ¦ Getting the word out to a few ranchers will create a ripple effect as 
they spread the word to their friends  

 • The education and training that co-op participants will receive is equal to 13 years 
of turtling expertise, condensed into a two day intensive training session  

 • Turtles have little pea brains and are easy to outsmart, but there are still techniques 
that can increase your success  

 • Another recruitment meeting will be held in Stephenville tomorrow at the A&M 
Research Center  

 • There are incentives for bringing your friends into the co-op; for everyone that you 
recruit you will receive either an additional trap or $50 cash  

 • The company needs to have enough people working in every region to make a trip 
to that area to pick up turtles economically feasible  

 • “You will never catch all of the turtles out of any lake”  
 • There are “millions and millions” of red-eared sliders in Texas. There numbers are 

grossly inflated because of all of the artificial habitat that we have created (including 
lakes, tens of thousands of stock ponds, etc.). They are not supposed to be here.  

 • Bob will buy red-eared sliders, common snapping turtles, softshell turtles (spiny and 
smooth), water turtles, cooters, chicken turtles, mud turtles, any and all snakes and 
bait fish for turtle traps (especially carp).  

 • He recommends leaving public waters alone.  
 • Turtles move into ponds and other bodies of water via migration. They are 

motivated to migrate when they run out of food in one pond and are forced out to find 
more food (overpopulated).  

 • There are more turtles in Texas today (4000-5000% more) than there were just 100 
years ago  

 • He hatches 60,000 turtles each year at his ranch  
 • Running 6-8 traps can result in 100 turtles per night  
 • You’ll learn to hate red-eared sliders; they are cheap because they are so abundant 

(you’ll catch 95 RES for every 5 of any other kind of more valuable turtle). However, 
you will make up the money in the sheer quantity.  

 • One example, if you have eight traps you can catch 112 turtles in a night that equal 
about 350 lbs. If you get just one good size softshell or snapper in there you could 
have a $40 turtle that could really boost the value of that catch  

 • Snapping turtles are want they really want – they are currently going for $1 per 
pound, with a $0.40 per pound bonus.  

 • Regarding catching hatchlings – there is no problem with doing so. Only 3% of 
them survive anyway and their mothers don’t take care of them.  

 o “There is no such thing as too small a turtle”  
 o “A pound is a pound”  
 o There are “crazy” rules in Oklahoma about the size of mesh on traps that 

allow the little ones to escape, but we don’t have that in Texas  
 o When the small turtles die, they make them into Indian rattles and sell them 

to the Indians in Oklahoma (“they don’t want to kill them themselves because 
of  
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 the bad karma so they have Bayou Bob do it and then they shake them around 
and dance and get their good karma”)  

 • Turtles can grow by 1 lb. per year with a good food supply.  
 • Stock tanks represent a lot of turtle meat; there are some in virtually every stock 

tank.  
 • Ranchers don’t want turtles around; they eat their fish.  
 • Bob is not interested in buying box turtles and other land turtles; they may be 

protected soon anyway  
 • Strengths of the co-op  

 o Power in numbers  
 o Volume harvest at one source  
 o Selling with new contracts  
 o Lobby efforts are improved  
 o Buying power is improved  
 o Stabilizes market prices  
 o Networking and sharing of technology is increased  
 o Bonuses / profit sharing  
 o Win with numbers  
 o Learning curves are minimized  

 • Ponds that are ‘turtled’ will be restocked via migration  
 • It is important that you dump the turtles in your traps into your vehicle and get them 

back in the water ASAP: if they’re not in the water, you can’t make money  
 • Your instructional materials will show you how to make more traps, but they will 

not be of as high a quality as the ones that Bob provides  
 • You have to have a hunting license and a non-game collector’s permit  
 • Bob’s company also has a dealer’s license  
 • They are looking to recruit at least 15-20 people through this meeting for this area  
 • They have faxed flyers to some of the rural high schools looking for boys to join  
 • This is the only turtle co-op in Texas; if you corner a “market” or area you are it – 

no competition  
 • The turtles that you bring to Bob have to be healthy enough to make a 90 hour trip 

to China  
 • Turtles live in water to control temperatures, avoid insects and to access their food 

supply  
 • Chicken did better than carp in traps in parts of Texas last year; advantage is that 

chicken can be cheap and is not as smelly as carp  
 • You can also make a deal with your local meat market manager to get the outdated 

meat for free (chicken and salmon are best; turtles don’t eat beef or pork – not a 
natural food supply)  

 • If you want to use carp, there is an easy way to catch a lot of them very quickly  
 o Buy a bag or bucket of range cubes from the feed store and dump them in a 

single pile in the water  
 o Wait for about an hour and then start casting near that pile and you can 

catch all you want  
 • “You have to spend money to make money” – that’s why it costs to join the co-op.  

 o There are other advantages - Investment increases motivation 


