
April 24, 2009

Honorable Ken Salazar Honorable Gary Locke
Secretary, Department of the Interior Secretary, Department of Commerce
1849 C Street NW 1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, DC  20240 Washington, DC  20230

To Secretary Salazar and Secretary Locke

On behalf of the millions of members and activists our organizations represent, we encourage you 
to quickly use the opportunity given to you by the U.S. Congress and President Obama, as well as 
your own existing authorities, to restore key protections under the Endangered Species Act.  Please 
repeal the Bush Administration enacted Endangered Species Act Section 7 rule on interagency 
consultation and Polar Bear 4(d) rule.  

We greatly appreciate President Obama’s leadership in directing the agencies to maintain the 
consultation process, which has been used successfully for more than two decades, while you review 
the regulations.  We encourage you to ensure this restoration of the consultation process becomes 
permanent and the other negative aspects of these rules are revoked.

As finalized, these last-minute rules undermine protections for endangered species and the intent of 
the law.  They lack scientific or administrative justification.  The independent, outside review that 
comes through consultations with Fish and Wildlife Service or National Marine Fisheries Service is a 
vital component to safeguarding species at risk of becoming extinct and implementing the law.  In 
addition, global warming poses an enormous threat to polar bears and other endangered species.  It 
is a challenge that must be addressed, and its impacts on our nation’s wildlife, birds, fish and plants 
should not be ignored.  

As you know, hundreds of thousands of Americans submitted comments in opposition to these rule 
changes.  They were joined by scientists, lawmakers and others who questioned the scientific or legal 
basis of these changes.  The Congressional Research Service also questioned whether the rules may 
actually result in an increasing number of formal consultations and further burden staff workloads. 
Please review this public input as you deliberate the rule changes.  These resources contain ample 
justification for why these rule changes should be outright repealed. 

If the administration is interested in considering new rules related to any of the topics addressed in 
the Section 7 or 4(d) rules, we encourage you to do so with an open and public process that would 
enable input from individuals, stakeholders and endangered species experts in a truly representative 
way.  But we also underscore the importance of revoking the two rules in question before that 
process begins.  

Thank you for considering our comments.  

Sincerely,

Endangered Species Coalition
Leda Huta
Executive Director 
Washington, DC

American Bird Conservancy
Darin C. Schroeder
Vice President of Conservation Advocacy
Washington, DC



American Rivers
Andrew Fahlund
Vice President for Conservation
Washington, DC

Center for Biological Diversity
Bill Snape
Senior Counsel
Washington, DC

Defenders of Wildlife
Robert P. Davison
Senior Policy Advisor
Washington, DC

Earthjustice
Trip Van Noppen
President
Oakland, CA

The Humane Society of the United States
John W. Grandy, Ph.D.
Senior Vice President, Wildlife and Habitat 

Protection
Washington, DC

National Audubon Society
Mike Daulton
Legislative Director
Washington, DC

National Wildlife Federation
John Kostyack
Executive Director, Wildlife Conservation and 

Global Warming
Washington, DC

Ocean Conservancy
Vicki Cornish
Vice President, Marine Wildlife Conservation
Washington, DC

Sierra Club
Carl Pope
Executive Director
Washington, DC

Union for Reform Judaism
Washington, DC

Alliance for the Wild Rockies 
Michael Garrity
Executive Director
Helena, MT

American Eagle Foundation
Robert M. (Bob) Hatcher
Consultant and Correspondent, and Retired 

Nongame & Endangered Wildlife Coordinator, 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency

Brentwood, TN

American Malacological Society
Kevin J. Roe
Conservation Committee Chair
Ames, IA

American Public Gardens Association
Dan Stark
Executive Director
Wilmington, DE

Animal Welfare Institute
D.J. Schubert
Wildlife Biologist
Washington, DC

Antelope Valley Conservancy
Wendy Reed
President
Quartz Hill, CA

Appalachian Mountain Club
Susan Arnold
Director of Conservation
Boston, MA

Arkansas Earth Day Foundation
Claire LaFrance
Executive Director
Little Rock, AR

Arizona Wilderness Coalition
Kevin Gaither-Banchoff
Executive Director
Tucson, AZ



The Association of NW Steelheaders
Thomas M. Smoot
President
Milwaukie, OR

Audubon Society of Portland
Meryl Redisch
Executive Director
Portland, OR

Bark
Alex P. Brown
Executive Director
Portland, OR

Bay Institute
Tina Swanson, Phd
Executive Director
Novato, CA

Biodiversity Conservation Alliance
Duane Short
Wild Species Program Director
Laramie, WY

Buffalo Field Campaign
Daniel Brister
Executive Director
West Yellowstone, MT

Butte Environmental Council
Barbara Vlamis
Executive Director
Chico, CA

California Fisheries Restoration Foundation
Martin M. Seldon 
President
Sunnyvale, CA

California Fly Fishers Unlimited
Bill Felts
Conservation Policy Director
Sacramento, CA

California Native Plant Society
Tara Hansen
Executive Director
Sacramento, CA

California Oak Foundation
Janet Cobb
President
Oakland, CA

California Sportfishing Protection Alliance
Bill Jennings
Executive Director
Stockton, CA

California Trout, Inc.
Curtis A. Knight
Acting Conservation Director
San Francisco, CA

Call of the Wild Consulting 
C. Diane Boretos 
Owner
Sangerville, ME

Caribbean Conservation Corporation
David Godfrey
Executive Director
Gainesville, FL

Center for the Future of the Oceans,
Monterey Bay Aquarium

Aimee David
Ocean Conservation Policy Manager
Monterey, CA

Center for Native Ecosystems
Josh Pollock
Conservation Director
Denver, CO

Cetacean Society International
William W. Rossiter
President
Georgetown, CT

The Chewonki Foundation
W. Donald Hudson, Jr., Ph.D.
President
Wiscasset, ME



Citizens Committee to Complete the Refuge
Florence LaRiviere
Chairperson
Palo Alto, CA

Colorado Wild
Ryan Demmy Bidwell
Executive Director
Durango, CO

Conservation Council for Hawai'i
Marjorie Ziegler
Executive Director
Honolulu, HI

Conservation Fisheries
JR Shute
Co-director
Knoxville, TN

Conservation Law Foundation
Sean Cosgrove
Marine Campaign Director
Washington, DC

Conservation Northwest
Joe Scott
International Programs Director
Bellingham, WA

Earth Action Network
Lois Barber
Executive Director
Amherst, MA

Endangered Habitats League
Dan Silver
Executive Director
Los Angeles, CA

Environment Council of Rhode Island
Paul Beaudette
President
Providence, RI

Environment Northeast
Daniel L. Sosland
Executive Director
Rockport, ME

Environmental Defenders of McHenry County
Christy Matsuoka
Administrative Coordinator
Woodstock, IL

Federation of Fly Fishers
R.P. VanGytenbeek 
CEO/President, 
Livingston MT

Northern California Council, Federation of Fly 
Fishers 

Roger Miller
President
Fresno, CA

Fly Fishers of Davis
Lowell Ashbaugh, Phd
Conservation Director
Davis, CA

Forest Ecology Network
Jonathan Carter
Director
Lexington Twp. ME

Friends of the Boundary Waters Wilderness
Paul Danicic
Executive Director
Minneapolis, MN

Friends of Butte Creek
Allen Harthorn
Executive Director
Chico, CA

Friends of the Clearwater
Gary Macfarlane
Ecosystem Defense Director
Moscow, ID

Friends of Merrymeeting Bay
Ed Friedman 
Chair
Richmond, ME



Friends of the San Juans
Stephanie Buffum Field
Executive  Director
Friday Harbor, WA

Friends of the Swainson's Hawk
Judith Lamare
President
Sacramento, CA

Friends of the Wild Swan
Arlene Montgomery
Program Director
Swan Lake, MT

Friends of the Trinity River
Byron Leydecker
Chair
Mill Valley, CA

Gaviota Coast Conservancy
Michael R. Lunsford
President
Goleta, CA

Gifford Pinchot Task Force
Jessica Walz
Conservation Program Director
Portland, OR

Gold Country Fly Fishers
Dr. Mark Rockwell 
President
Nevada City, CA

Golden West Women Flyfishers
Cindy Charles
President
San Francisco, CA

Granite Bay Fly Casters
Robin Egan
Conservation Chair
Granite Bay, CA

Gulf Restoration Network 
Cynthia Sarthou
Executive Director
New Orleans, LA

Harris Center for Conservation Education
Meade Cadot
Director of Land Protection and Senior 

Naturalist
Hancock, NH

Hells Canyon Preservation Council
Greg Dyson
Executive Director
La Grande, OR

High Country Citizens' Alliance
Lawton Grinter
Conservation Analyst
Crested Butte, CO

Idaho Conservation League
John Robison
Public Lands Director
Boise, ID

International Fund for Animal Welfare
Jeffrey Flocken
D.C. Office Director
Washington, DC

International Marine Mammal Project of Earth 
Island Institute

David Phillips
Director
San Francisco, CA

Iowa Wildlife Federation
Joe Wilkinson
President
Solon, IA

Keystone Conservation
Jacqueline Rieder Hud
Executive Director
Bozeman, MT

Lake Champlain Committee
Lori Fisher
Executive Director
Burlington, VT



Lands Council
Mike Petersen
Executive Director
Spokane, WA

Maine Audubon
Jenn Burns Gray
Staff Attorney and Advocate
Falmouth, ME

Maine Council of Churches
Rev. Jill Saxby
Executive Director
Portland, ME

Maine Rivers
Landis Hudson
Program Director
Yarmouth, ME

Maine Wolf Coalition, Inc.
Ann MacMichael
President
Skowhegan, ME

Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy
Paul Aasen
Advocacy Director
St. Paul, MN

Mission Peak Fly Anglers
Larry Dennis
Conservation Chairman
Fremont, CA

Montana Audubon
Steve Hoffman
Executive Director
Helena, MT

Musicians United to Sustain the Environment
Jim Stoltz
Co-Founder & Director
Helena, MT

Natural Resources Council of Maine
Catherine B. Johnson,
Senior Staff Attorney
Augusta, ME

North Cascades Conservation Council
Marc Bardsley
President
Snohomish, WA

Oregon Wild
Steve Pedery
Conservation Director
Portland, OR

The Otter Project
Steve Shimek
Executive Director
Monterey, CA

Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen's 
Associations (PCFFA)

Glen H. Spain
Northwest Regional Director
Eugene, OR

Pacific Environment
David Gordon
Executive Director
San Francisco, CA

Pacific Rivers Council
John Kober
Executive Director
Portland, OR

Planning and Conservation League
Traci Sheehan
Executive Director
Sacramento, CA

Prairie Rivers Network
Glynnis Collins
Executive Director
Champaign, IL

Primate Conservation Inc
Noel Rowe 
Director 
Charlestown, RI



Project Coyote
Camilla H. Fox
Director
Larkspur, CA

Protect Our Water
Steve Burke
Spokesperson
Modesto, CA

Puget Sound Urban Wildlife Photography Club
Sunny Walter
Founder
Issaquah, WA

RESTORE: The North Woods
Jym St. Pierre
Maine Director
Hallowell, ME

Restoring Eden
Peter Illyn
Executive Director
La Center, WA

Rhode Island Interfaith Power and Light
Howard Brown
Director
North Kingstown, RI

Rogue Valley Audubon Society
William Hering
Co-chair, Conservation
Medford, OR

Sacramento River Preservation Trust
John Merz
President
Chico, CA

San Jose Flycasters 
Michael Brinkley 
Conservation Chair
San Jose, CA

San Joaquin Et Al
Maureen McCorry
Director
Merced, CA

San Joaquin Raptor Rescue Center
Lydia Miller
President                                                    
Merced, CA

San Joaquin Valley Conservancy
Bill Hatch
Board Member
Merced,  CA

Save the Manatee Club
Katie Tripp, Ph.D.
Director of Science and Conservation
Maitland, FL

Save Our Wild Salmon
R. Nicole Cordan
Policy & Legal Director
Portland, OR

Tennessee Ornithological Society
Richard Connors 
President
Nashville TN

Tracy Fly Fishers
Corey Cate
Conservation Chair
Tracy, CA

Trevor Zoo at Millbrook School
Jonathan Meigs
Executive Director
Millbrook, NY

Tri-Valley Fly Fishers
Corey Cate
Conservation Chair
Pleasanton, CA

Turtle Island Restoration Network
Todd Steiner
Executive Director
Forest Knolls, CA

Upper Gila Watershed Alliance
Melanie Gasparich
Executive Director
Gila, NM



Voice for Animals
Caryl McIntire Edwards
Executive Director
York, ME

Washington Wildlife Federation
Kyle Smith
Executive Director
Seattle, WA

WaterWatch of Oregon
John DeVoe
Executive Director
Portland, OR

Western Nebraska Resources Council 
Buffalo Bruce 
Chadron, NE

Western Wildlife Conservancy
Kirk C Robinson, PhD, JD
Director
Salt Lake City, UT

White Mountain Conservation League
Dave Holaway
President
Pinetop-Lakeside, AZ

Wild South (f/k/a SABP)
Tracy Davids
Executive Director
Asheville, NC

WildEarth Guardians
Nicole Rosmarino, Ph.D.
Wildlife Program Director
Denver, CO

Wilderness Workshop
Peter Hart
Conservation Analyst/Staff Attorney
Carbondale, CO

Wildlands CPR
Sarah Peters
Legal and Agency Liaison
Missoula, MT

Wildlife Alliance of Maine
Daryl DeJoy
Executive Director
Bangor, ME

Wildlife Center of Virginia
Edward E. Clark, Jr
President
Waynesboro, VA

Wildwest Institute
Matthew Koehler
Executive Director
Missoula, MT

Wyoming Outdoor Council
Sophie Osborn
Wildlife Program Manager
Lander, WY

Wolf Education & Research Center (WERC)
Chris Anderson
Executive Director
Portland, OR

The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation
Scott Hoffman Black
Ecologist/Entomologist, Executive Director
Portland, OR 

CC:  Under Secretary Jane Lubchenco, Deputy Assistant Secretary Will Shafroth, Assistant Director 
for Endangered Species Bryan Arroyo; Director of Protected Resources Jim Lecky.


