
Peter Galvin 
Conservation Director 
Center for Biological Diversity 
1095 Market St., Suite 511 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
(415) 436-9682 ext. 310 
pgalvin@biologicaldiversity.org 
 
Paul Hanrahan
President and Chief Executive Officer 
AES Corporation 
4300 Wilson Boulevard, 11th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22203 
 

                                                                                       August 23, 2007 
 
Dear Mr. Hanrahan: 
 
Over the past several years, the Center for Biological Diversity has been working with groups in 
the United States, Panama, and Costa Rica to protect La Amistad International Park World 
Heritage site (PILA) within the La Amistad Biosphere Reserve. The impending construction of 
four hydroelectric dams adjacent to the Panamanian portion of PILA, three of which are owned 
by AES Corporation, is seriously threatening its integrity as a World Heritage site, its 
extraordinary biodiversity, and the livelihoods and future of indigenous Naso and Ngobe groups 
inhabiting its border. The Center and the international coalition fighting to protect this 
outstanding ecological jewel urge AES and its partners to terminate all involvement with these 
dams. 
 
The three dams being funded by AES would be operated by its subsidiary, AES Changuinola, 
S.A. These dams, Chan 75, Chan 140, and Chan 220, would be built on the Changuinola River 
and its tributaries. Stream monitoring studies have found that the construction of the dams would 
result in the extirpation of eight to 11 species of fish and shrimp inhabiting the river system. 
These species are all diadromous, meaning they migrate between the headwaters of the 
Changuinola River inside PILA and the sea. They exhibit different migration patterns, and thus 
mitigation is impossible. With dams blocking the river, the alteration of the watershed would 
have further negative cascading effects on biodiversity above and below the dams.  
 
Additionally, the creation of reservoirs above the dams would flood important indigenous 
territories, displacing thousands of Ngobe people. The huge social cost to displaced people has 
been documented around the world for similar hydroelectric projects, and along with the 
environmental consequences of these dams, this issue carries massive human-rights implications. 
For instance, relocation discussions have not been conducted following the cultural norms or the 
native language of the Ngobe; rather discussions have occurred in Spanish, a language many 
Ngobe do not speak. Furthermore, the Ngobe do not know to where they would be relocated. If 
they are moved to a city, many do not have the education required to obtain adequate 
employment to make a living wage. Alternatively, some Ngobe might decide to move onto land 
inside PILA, thereby increasing the threat of causing harm to its biodiversity. As such, it must be 
emphasized that the dams’ impacts on the human populations along the Changuinola River and 
the animal populations throughout the region would be catastrophic. 



For these reasons the Center, in association with indigenous communities, Panamanian 
organizations, and other non-governmental organizations from around the globe, asks that AES 
and its partners terminate their involvement in the three Changuinola hydroelectric projects. The 
dams would put at risk an internationally renowned World Heritage site and would negatively 
impact indigenous communities, future tourism in Panama, and many threatened and endangered 
species.  
 
As part of our effort to raise awareness about these threats and to find solutions, the Center and 
more than 30 other groups filed a Petition to the World Heritage Committee to list PILA as a 
World Heritage site “in Danger” on April 23, 2007. The Committee reviewed and agreed with 
the threats assessment presented therein, and decided on June 26, 2007 to request a joint 
invitation from Panama and Costa Rica for a World Heritage Centre and World Conservation 
Union (IUCN) mission to investigate these threats. In its decision, the Committee states that it 
regrets that Panama did not report the existence of the proposed hydroelectric projects to the 
World Heritage Centre as required under the World Heritage Convention. This decision will 
increase global attention to the area, to World Heritage sites threatened by dam construction, and 
to the companies responsible for constructing these dams. 
 
The international coalition of environmental and indigenous groups remains deeply concerned 
about, and dedicated to, improving the current situation. Our goal is to ensure adequate 
protection and longevity to the integrity of PILA, fair treatment of indigenous communities, and 
to inform the global public about what has been going on in and around this extraordinary 
region.  
 
In light of the above, the Center, in partnership with Ngobe and Naso community leaders, and on 
behalf of the groups supporting this letter, reiterates its strong recommendation that AES end its 
involvement in these projects. With the recent World Heritage decision, international pressure is 
mounting to protect PILA from these destructive projects. In addition, ongoing research has also 
demonstrated that large reservoirs associated with hydroelectric projects likely are very 
significant contributors to global warming, due to methane emissions.    
 
Given the devastating consequences to the area’s biodiversity should construction continue, and 
the opposition by indigenous Ngobe to any relocation that would be caused by the dams’ 
reservoirs, the continued involvement of AES and its partners with these projects is not in accord 
with AES’s own code of business conduct and ethics. The Center for Biological Diversity and 
the Panamanian and international coalition (see attached letters) urge AES to live up to its 
“commitment to be environmentally responsible” and to terminate its involvement with the 
Changuinola dams. Please direct any questions or comments to the address or phone number 
listed above. 
 
     Sincerely, 

 
     Peter Galvin 
     Conservation Director 
 
 

http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/swcbd/programs/international/pdfs/Letters-in-Spanish-and-English.pdf


Copies sent to: 
 
1 – E. Pihl & Søn A.S – Danish Contractor  
1 – MT Højgaard a/s – Danish Contractor 
1 – Vattenfall AB – Swedish Contractor 
1 – Alstom – French Contractor 
1 – Alstom Brazil – Brazilian Contractor 
1 – Union Fenosa Edemet-Edechi – Spanish/Panamanian Distributor 
1 – MWH – American Contractor 
1 – MWH Panama, S.A. – Panamanian Contractor 
1 – FMR Corporation – AES Shareholder 
1 – Legg Mason Funds Management, Inc. – AES Shareholder 
1 - Janus Capital Management, LLC – AES Shareholder    
1 – The Vanguard Group, Inc. – AES Shareholder 
1 – Barclays Global Investors UK Holdings Ltd – AES Shareholder 
1 – State Street Corporation – AES Shareholder 
1 – AXA – AES Shareholder 
1 – Sound Shore Management, Inc. – AES Shareholder 
1 – Capital Guardian Trust Company – AES Shareholder 
1 – Putnam Investment Management, Inc. – AES Shareholder 
1 – Fidelity Contrafund Inc. – AES Shareholder 
1 – Vanguard 500 Index Fund – AES Shareholder 
1 – Fidelity Leveraged Company Stock Fund – AES Shareholder 
1 – Vanguard Mid-Cap Index Fund – AES Shareholder 
1 – Select Sector SPDR Fund-Utilities – AES Shareholder 
1 – Fidelity Balanced Fund – AES Shareholder 
1 – Fidelity Equity-Income Fund – AES Shareholder 
1 – Vanguard Total Stock Market Index Fund – AES Shareholder 
1 – Vanguard Institutional Index Fund-Institutional Index FD – AES Shareholder 
1 – Fidelity Mid-Cap Stock Fund – AES Shareholder 
1 – California Public Employees’ Retirement System  
1 – Employees Retirement System of Texas 
1 – New York State and Local Retirement System 
1 – Florida Department of Management Services, Division of Retirement 
1 – State Employees’ Retirement System of Illinois 
1 – Pennsylvania State Employee’s Retirement System 
1 – Massachusetts Public Employee Retirement Administration Commission 
1 – National Association of State Retirement Administrators 
1 – Roger Sant – AES founder 
1 – Richard Darman – Chairman of the Board of Directors, AES Corporation 
1 – Andres Gluski – Executive VP and COO, AES Corporation 
1 – Jonathan Coles – Executive VP and President Latin America, AES Corporation 
1 – Brian Miller – Executive VP and General Counsel, AES Corporation 
1 – Javier Giorgio – General Manager, AES Panama 
1 – Humberto Gonzalez – Project Director (AES Changuinola S.A.), AES Panamá 
1 – Ligia Castro de Doens – Administradora General, ANAM  
1 – Aleida Salazar – Directora Nacional Áreas Protegidas y Vida Silvestra, ANAM 
1 – Eduardo Reyes – Subadministrador General, ANAM 
1 – Hilda Candanedo – Directora Gestión Integrada de Cuencas Hidrográficas, ANAM 
1 – Natalia Young – Directora Nacional de Protección de la Calidad Ambiental, ANAM 
1 – Ruben Blades – Ministro de Turismo, Instituto Panameño de Turismo 
1 – Francesco Bandarin – Director, World Heritage Centre 
1 – Kishore Rao – Deputy Director, World Heritage Centre 
1 – Marc Patry – Programme Specialist, World Heritage Centre 
1 – Pueblo Ngobe, Provincia de Bocas del Toro, Panama 
1 – Valentin Santana – King, Naso Tjer Di Kingdom, Panama 
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Groups endorsing this campaign to protect the Changuinola River and La Amistad
Biosphere Reserve 
ZA NASO 
ánchez  
s Nacionales de Changuinola, Bocas del Toro, 
 general 
el Toro, República de Panamá 

 507 6496-9841 
s55@gmail.com 

ZA PARA LA CONSERVACION Y EL 
ROLLO (ACD) 

odríguez – Vice President 
1448  
á, República de Panamá 

X: + 507 223-9170 
driguez@acdpanama.org 

EA BINACIONAL DE AFECTADOS POR 
RETA
 Vitale 
ina 
itale@gmail.com 

OS DEL PARQUE INTERNACIONAL LA 
AD 

nchez 
71-2628 
ica de Panama 
@cwpanama.net 

 INC. 
lliam McLarney – Executive Director 
eadows Rd. 

n, North Carolina 28734  USA 
@dnet.net 

AR BANGLADESH FOUNDATION 
mad Hilaluddin – Chief Director 
, 25 West Nakhalpara, tejgaon 
1215, Bangladesh. 
1806054 
bd@yahoo.com, hifangbd@gmail.com, 
bd@hotmail.com 

IACION AMBIENTAL 
TURISTICA DE BAJO MONO 
 Gonzalez 
s Nacionales de Boquete, Chiriquí,  
 general 
e, República de Panamá  
 507 6527-1161 / + 507 720-3095 
eth03@hotmail.com 

 
ASOCIACION ANAI 
Benson Venegas R – Executive Director 
Apdo. 170-2070 
Sabanilla de Montes de Oca 
Costa Rica, C.A. 
diego@anaicr.org 
 
ASOCIACION DE DERECHO AMBIENTAL 
Susana Serracin – Secretaria 
El Carmen, Vìa Grecia, Edificio Jarama, Piso No. 1-
D  
Panamá, República de Panamá 
TELEFAX: + 507 264-3191 
susana_serracin5@hotmail.com 
 
ASOCIACION DE PRODUCTORES PARA EL 
DESARROLLO COMUNITARIO DE LA 
CIENAGA GRANDE DEL BAJO SINU 
(ASPROCIG) 
Colombia 
asprocig@colnodo.apc.org.co 
www.asprocig.org.co 
 
ASOCIACION DE PROFESIONALES Y 
TECNICOS NGOBE BUGLE (APROTENG) 
Celestino Abrigo 
Bocas del Toro, Republica de Panama 
 
ASOCIACION ECOLOGISTA PANAMENA 
Doctor Donaldo Sousa 
El Carmen, Vìa Grecia, Edificio Jarama, Piso No. 1-
D 
Panamá, República de Panamá 
TEL/FAX: + 507 264-3191 
sousadonaldo@hotmail.com 
 
ASOCIACION PARA LA CONSERVACION DE 
LA BIOSFERA 
Ezequiel Miranda 
Correos Nacionales de Boquete, Chiriquí,  
entrega general 
Chiriquí, República de Panamá 
TEL: + 507 668-39826   
acbbiosfera@gmail.com 
 
ASOCIACION PARA LA PRACTICA DE LA 
MEDICINA TRADICIONAL NASO 
(ASOMETRAN) 
Gustavo Arosemana 
Bocas del Toro, República de Panamá 
 



ASOCIACIÓN PARA LA PRESERVACIÓN DE 
LA RANA DORADA Y OTROS ANFIBIOS EN 
PANAMÁ 
Ana Lucrecia Arosemena – Presidente 
0815-00989, Zona 4 
Panamá, República de Panamá. 
TEL: +507 266-0333 / + 507 6604-3520 
panamaranadorada@yahoo.com 
 
ASSOCIATION ANICHOISE POUR LE 
DEVELOPPEMENT DES ECHANGES 
INTERNATIONAUX (A.A.D.E.I.) 
Patrice BAUGIER 
03, avenue de Bigarron 
13720 La Bouilladisse 
France 
p.b7@free.fr 
 
BELIZE INSITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
LAW AND POLICY 
Candy Gonzalez 
Belize 
candybz@gmail.com 
 
CENSAT AGUA VIVA 
Juan Pablo Soler 
Colombia 
energia@censat.org 
 
CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION 
A.C. Zonunmawia – Coodinator and Chairman 
B-27/1, Tuikual South, Aizawl  
796001, Mizoram, India  
+ 91-0389-2319116  
+ 09436153488  
cep_mizo@lycos.com 
 
CENTRO DE DERECHOS HUMANOS 
TEPEYAC DEL ISTMO DE TEHUANTEPEC, 
A.C.  
Javier Balderas Castillo – Director 
Privada la Providencia 100 
Barrio La Soleda, Santo Domingo  
Tehuantepec, Oaxaca. México 
tanguyudevixhana@yahoo.com.mx 
 
CENTRO DE ESTUDIOS Y ACCION SOCIAL 
PANAMENO (CEASP) 
Jesus Alemancia 
0819-10043  
Panamá, República de Panamá 
TEL: + 507 226-6602 
ceaspa@cwpanama.net 
 
 

CITIZENS CONCERN FOR DAMS AND 
DEVELOPMENT (CCDD) 
Ramananda Wangkheirakpam 
Jupiter Yambem Center, Paona  
International Market, Imphal West 795001  
Manipur, India 
ccddne@yahoo.co.in 
www.ccddne.net 
   
CITIZENS ENVIRONMENTAL COALITION 
Steve Breyman, Ph.D. – Executive Director 
119 Washington Avenue, Third Floor 
Albany, NY 12210 
ph. (518) 462-5527, x14 
breyms@rpi.edu 
 
COALICION CUIDADANA POR AISEN 
RESERVA DE VIDA 
Peter Hartmann 
Coordinador 
Patagonia Chilena 
aisen-rv@entelchile.net 
 
COMITE PRODEFENSA DE ARCEDIANO 
Elsa Stettner 
Mexico 
ecstettner@hotmail.com 
 
CONSEJO DE EJIDOS Y COMUNIDADES 
OPOSITORES A LA PRESA LA PAROTA 
(CECOP) 
Rodolfo Chavez Galindo 
Mexico  
rodoprt@hotmail.com 
 
COOPERATIVA SOLARY DE PANAMA 
Arcadio Aguilar 
+ 507 6487-8430 
Changuinola, Bocas del Toro 
Panama 
 
CULTURAL SURVIVAL 
Ellen Lutz – Executive Director 
215 Prospect Street 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
617-441-5404 
elutz@culturalsurvival.org 
 
EARTH ACTION NETWORK 
Mha Atma S Khalsa –  Director 
1536 Crest Dr. 
Los Angeles, CA 90035  USA 
www.earthactionnetwork.org 
earthactionnetwork@earthlink.net 
 
 



EARTHJUSTICE 
Alice Thomas – Staff Attorney 
426 17TH St., 6TH Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612  USA 
T: 510-550-6700 
F: 510-550-6740 
athomas@earthjustice.org 
www.earthjustice.org 
 
EDUCACION PARA LA PAZ, A.C. 
José Garcia Lopez 
México 
javierinda@gmail.com 
 
FRENTE UNIDO EN DEFENSA DEL 
ECOSISTEMA (FUDECO) 
Leopoldo Gonzales/Isidro Valdes/Eric 
Lezcano/Larissa Duarte 
Provincias de Chiriqui, Veraguas y Cocle 
Republica de Panama 
fudeco_2005@yahoo.com
 
FUNDACION PARA EL DESARROLLO 
INTEGRAL DEL CORREGIMIENTO DE 
CERRO PUNTA (FUNDICCEP) 
David Samudio 
Correos Nacionales de Cerro Punta, Chiriquí,  
entrega general 
Chiriquí, República de Panamá 
TEL: + 507 667-85556 / + 507 651-85566   
davidsamudio02@gmail.com 
 
FUNDACION PARA EL DESARROLLO 
INTEGRAL NGOBE DE BOCAS DEL TORO 
(FEDEINGBO) 
Cesar Perez 
Bocas del Toro, Republica de Panamá 
+ 507 6583-6081 
 
FUNDACION PROTEGER 
Jorge Cappato 
Argentina 
jorgecappato@arnet.com.ar 
 
FUNPROCOOP-MONARES 
Mauricio Vanegas 
El Salvador 
naviokilay@hotmail.com 
 
GLOBAL RESPONSE 
Paula Palmer – Executive Director 
PO Box 7490 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 USA 
paula@globalresponse.org 
 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS LAWYER’S INITIATIVE  
Anjalis Savariyar 
1/57, 5th street, Bharathi Nagar,  
Chennai- 63, South India 
India 
angelshrli@yahoo.co.in, susigels@yahoo.com 
 
IMAGES ASIA ENVIRONMENT DESK 
Si Phoung 
Prasingha 
A.Maung 
Chiang Mai 50200 
Thailand 
siphoung@gmail.com 
 
INSTITUTO MEXICANO PARA EL 
DESARROLLO COMUNITARIO, A.C./Mapder 
Jalisco 
María González Valencia 
Guadalajara, Jalisco, México 
maria@imdec.net 
 
INTERNATIONAL RIVERS NETWORK 
Monti Aguirre 
1847 Berkeley Way 
Berkeley, CA 94703  USA 
TEL: + 1 501-848-1155 
FAX: + 1 501-848-1008 
irn@irn.org 
www.irn.org 
 
MESA GLOBAL DE GUATEMALA 
Mirna Ramírez – Secretaría  
Guatemala 
mesaglobal@yahoo.es 
 
MONEXICO-COMPA 
Maria de los Angeles 
Nicaragua 
companica@yahoo.com 
 
MOVIMENTO DOS ANTINGIDOS POR 
BARRAGENS  
Brasil 
mabrogerio@hotmail.com 
 
MOVIMIENTO CAMPESINO EN DEFENSA 
DEL RIO COBRE 
Brigido Hernández 
Corregimiento del Rincon, Provincia de Veraguas 
Republica de Panamá 
mocamderco@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 



MOVIMIENTO POR LA DEFENSA DE LOS 
TERRITORIOS Y ECOSISTEMAS DEL 
ARCHIPIELAGO DE BOCAS DEL TORO 
Feliciano Santos  
Correos Nacionales de Isla Colón, Bocas del Toro, 
entrega general 
Bocas del Toro, República de Panamá 
TEL: + 507 6742-4946 
Feliciano.Santos.Santos@gmail.com 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL 
Elizabeth Beall 
1200 New York Avenue, Suite 400 
Washington DC 20005 
202-289-2381 
ebeall@nrdc.org 
 
ORGANIZACIÓN DE DESARROLLO 
SOSTENIBLE ECOTURISTICO NASO 
(ODESEN) 
Adolfo Villagra 
Bocas del Toro, República de Panamá 
turismonaso@odesen.org 
 
OTROS MUNDOS, A.C./Mapder 
Gustavo Castro Soto 
Chiapas, México 
guscastro@laneta.apc.org 
 
PRO DEFENSA DEL NAZAS, A.C. 
Francisco Valdés-Perezgasga 
Comarca Lagunera, Coahuila-Durango, México 
fvaldesp@gmail.com 
 
PROGRAMA CHILE SUSTENABLE 
Sara Larrain R-T – Directora 
Seminario 774, Santiago, Chile 
+ 56-2-2097028 
slarrain@chilesustentable.net 
www.chilesustentable.net 
 
RANAO CALAIMS AGAINST THE POWER 
PLANTS 
Atty. Bayan Goling-Balt 
D- 2 Alug Building, No. 122 Quezon Avenue 
Marawi City, 9700  
Republic of the Philippines 
bayanbalt@yahoo.com 
 
SEA TURTLE RESTORATION PROJECT, a 
Project of Turtle Island Restoration Network 
Peter Fugazzotto 
PO Box 400 
Forest Knolls, CA 94933 USA 
peter@seaturtles.org 

SISTEMA DE REGULACION DE RECURSOS 
NATURALES RENOVABLES 
Iván Castellón Quiroga – Superintendente General 
Calle Batallón Colorados, Ed. El Cóndor, piso 12 
Teléfono 2 44 44 22 
La Paz – Bolivia 
castellonivan@hotmail.com 
 
SOBREVIVENCIA, Amigos de la Tierra 
Elías Díaz Peña 
Coordinador, Area Ambiental 
Paraguay 
ambiental@sobrevivencia.org.py 
 
TALAMANCA Y SELVA ECOTURISMO 
Jose Garay y Adriana Morales 
Correos Nacionales de David,  
apartado postal n° 724 
Chiriquí, República de Panamá 
+ 507 6475-0753 / + 507 6647-1311 
talamanca_artcamp@yahoo.com 
 
TALLER ECOLOGISTA 
Elba Stancich 
Argentina 
tallercoord@ciudad.com.ar 
 
TURTLE ISLAND RESTORATION NETWORK 
Todd Steiner – Director
POB 400, 40 Montezuma Avenue 
Forest Knolls, CA 94933  USA 
+ 1 415 488 0370 ext.103  
tsteiner@tirn.net 
 
UNION DE COMUNIDADES INDIGENAS DE 
LA ZONA NORTE DEL ISTMO DE 
TEHUANTEPEC-UCIZONI 
Carlos Beas 
Oaxaca, MEXICO 
carlos_beas@yahoo.com.mx 
 
Dave Penrose 
Water Quality Extension Associate 
NCSU Water Quality Group 
Campus Box 7637 
Raleigh, NC 27695-7637 
ph: 919-515-8244; fax: 919-515-7448 
dave_penrose@ncsu.edu 
 
Peter Lowe 
Aquatic Ecologist (retired) 
5510 Phelps Luck Drive,  
Columbia, MD 21045   
clpl2263@hotmail.com 
 


