
                      
 

For more information, contact: Katie Davis at kdavis@biologicaldiversity.org or (801) 560-2414.  

Grand Canyon National Park and Grand 
Canyon-Parashant National Monument 
are designated Dark Sky Parks that will 
benefit from designation of the proposed 
monument to provide a buffer of 
protection from areas of light pollution. 

 

Preserving the Dark Skies of the Greater 
Grand Canyon Region 

 
The greater Grand Canyon region is home to natural and ecological wonders of unparalleled value and significance for 
the scientific community, those who live in this special place, wildlife and the thousands who visit the Grand Canyon 
region every year. One of these wonders is its internationally recognized dark sky.  

 
Q: What is a “dark sky”? 
 
A: A dark sky is one that is relatively free from light pollution caused by 
artificial light sources, where the stars, planets and constellations can be 
seen in clear view against the dark night sky. Increased light sources from 
urbanization and development light up the world’s skies and block the 
brilliance of the stars. The Grand Canyon and the public lands surrounding 
the National Park are one of the last dark-sky regions in the country.  

Q: Why are dark skies important? 

A: Dark skies and true night conditions are critical for the well-being of 
humans and animals. Numerous scientific studies have found links between 
human health concerns and the lack of natural darkness, most likely due to 
the disruption of normal sleep patterns and key light-responsive hormones. 
Like humans, animals also rely on naturally dark nighttime conditions to 
trigger critical behavioral patterns, such as navigation, nocturnal hunting, 
sleep and other life-sustaining actions. Increased light pollution likely 
threatens entire ecosystems and animal species. Because the significant loss 
of dark skies has happened within the past 100 years, making it difficult for 

plants and animals to adapt. In the Grand Canyon region, preserving dark skies would protect crucial habitat for 
endangered California condors, numerous bat species and keystone species such as mule deer and mountain lion that all 
evolved in a world with pristine dark skies. 
 
Q: Why is the dark sky above the Proposed Greater Grand Canyon Heritage National Monument particularly important? 
 
A: Most people around the world will never get to experience a truly dark sky. The widespread use of electric lighting, 
combined with urban sprawl, has left only small areas where humans and animals can experience truly dark skies. The 
Greater Grand Canyon Heritage National Monument lies within one of those regions, and contains some remote areas 
with truly exceptional dark-sky qualities. These are qualities found in very few places around the world. Viewing the 
night sky, stars and planets is a critical piece of this region’s cultural heritage. Moreover, as a regional wildlife corridor, it 
is important to maintain and protect all parts of the native ecosystem, including its amazing night skies. 
 
Q: Why is a national monument designation needed to protect dark skies? 
 
A: The proposed Greater Grand Canyon Heritage National Monument would focus management of this special place on 
protecting and enhancing its natural and cultural values. This means that future projects, permits and activities would 
need to be designed to protect dark skies. Without such management there is no certainty, especially with ever 
increasing technological advancement, that dark-sky values will be maintained or preserved. Recognition of this region 
and its dark skies is the first step toward permanent protection.  

http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/gold_butte_and_the_grand_canyon_watershed/index.html

