SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM.

BULLETIN

UNITED STATES NATIONAIL MUSEUM.

No. 50.

Parr VI.

WASHINGTON:
GOVERNMERT PRINTING OFFICE,
1914,



chin white; lower parts white,
,n! blatx:hes of pale bmwmsh -

I)esert regmn of s«mtbwestetn Umted States and north-~
 and central Mexico; Socorro Island Revdlag;gedo group, off
mmn Mexwo. (Two species.) ~

XEY T0 THE SPECIES AND SUBSPECIES OF nmncrmu

a.. Geneml color of upper parta brownish gray or grayish brown; lighter bands on
~ tail narrower, uch paler bufiy (white on inner webs); under parts with much
more of white. ( Micropallas whitneyi.)
“b. Upper psarts browner; under parts copspicuously blotched with cinnamon.
(Southeastern California to southwestern New Mexico and Sonora.)
Micropallas whitneyi whitneyi (p. 807).
bb. Upper parts grayer; under parts not conspicuously (often not at all) blotched
with cinnamon.

¢. Paler, especially the markings on under parts, which have relatively less of
white; wing shorter (averaging 105.5 in male). . (Southern Lower Californja.)
Micropallas whitneyi sanfordi (p. 809).
ce. Darker, especially the markings on under parts, which have relatively more
of white; wing longer (averaging 109.5 in male). (Lower Rio Grande

Valley; south to east-central Mexico?)
Micropallas whitneyi idoneus (p. 810).
aa. Genersal color of upper parts olive-brown; lighter bands on tail broader, deep cin-
namon-buff; under parte with much less of white. (Socorro Island, western

MexiCo. ) oo iiciee et i ie i e e v v o - .. . Micropallas graysoni (p. 810)
MICROPALLAS WHITNEYI WHITNEYI (Cooper).
ELF OWL.
Grayer phuase.

Adults (sexes alike) —General color of upper parts brownish gray
to grayish brown, the pileum, hindneck, back, scapulars, rump, upper
tail-coverts, and lesser wing-coverts with more or less distinct small
irregular spots of buff or pale tawny, these larger and deeper pale
tawny or cinnamon-buff on forehead; an interrupted narrow collar
of white across lower hindneck; outer webs of scapulars mostly
white, margined terminally with blackish; middle and greater wing-
coverts with a large, semi-ovoid spot of white on terminal or subter-
minal portiou of outer web; secondaries crossed by about five series
of semicircular spots of pale cinnamon-buff, these passing into white
on outer edge; primary coverts with three series of dull cinnamon-
buff spots; outer webs of primaries with about six conspicuous spots
of cinnamon-bufl (those on distal primaries more or less extensively
white exteriorly), these not touching shafts; tail crossed by about
four or five narrow, interrupted bands of pale brownxsh buffy or buffy
and white, these not reaching shaft on either web; ‘“eyebrow” (super-
cilinry region) white, the feathers narrowly tlpped with black; ‘“face’
(lora]l, suborbital, and auricular regions) cinnamon to cinnamon-
buff, the last sometimes partly dull rusty whitish; a white malar or




ort Loweﬁ Tucsén, Rﬂht.o Creek near ‘Tucsén-

uller’s Ranch‘ Big Sandy Creck; Benson; Dragoon Mountains;
S:mta Cruz River, Pime County; Pinal County), southwestern New
"chwo (Apache Grant County), and Sonora (Cerro Blanco).

At?ame whitneyt Coorer, Proc. Calif. Ac. Sci., ii, 1861, 118 (Ft. Mojave, Arizona;
coll. Calif. Geol. Burvey).~—Cougs, Ibis, 1866, 260, in text.

[Athenc] whitneyi Gray, Hand-list, i, 1869, 43, no. 435.

Micrathene whitneyi Cours, Proc. Ac. Nat. Seci. Phila.,, 1866, 51 (Ft. Mojave,
Arizona); Check List, 1873, no. 331; Birds Northwest, 1874, 320.—EvLrLiOT,
Iustr. New anod Unfig. Am. Birds, i, 1868, pl. 29 and text.—CooPER, Orn,
Calif., 1870, 442 (Ft. Mojave, Arizona)—RinGway, in DBaird, Brewer, and
Ridgway, Ilist. N. Am. Birds, iii, 1874, 87, part; Am. Nat., viii, 1874, 239
{Rillito Creek, near Tucson, Anzonu), Prot. U. 8. Nat. Musq iii, 1880, 192;
Nom. N. Am. Birds, 1881, no. 411.—Suarrg, Cat. Birds DBrit. Mus,, ii, 1875,
224 —DBrEwsTER, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, viii, 1883, 27 (Camp Lowell, Ari-
zona; descr. young, uest, and egps, ete.).—AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS'
Uwnion, Check List, 1886, no. 3§81, part.—Scorr, Auk, iii, 1886, 424 (Pima
and Pinal (,uuntlee, Arizona).

[ Mficrathene) whitneyi Couves, Key N. Am. Rirds, 1872, 207, part.—ScLAaTER and
SarLvin, Nom. Av. Neotr., 1873, 117, part.

Micmchenf] whitneyi Cours, Key N. Am. Birds, 2d ed., 1884, 576, part.—Ripa-
way, Man. N. Am. Birds, 1887, 267, part.

Micropalles whitneyi Ameracan OrvrraoLoarsrs’ UnroNn CoMMITTEE, Suppl. to
Check List, [March] 1889, 21, part; Check List, abridged ed., 1889, and 2d
ed., 1895, no. 381, part; 3d ed., 1910, 178, part.—AnTHONY, Auk, ix, 1892,
362 (Apache, s. w. New Mexico).—Drnnirg, Life Hist. N. Am. Birds, (i),
1892, 411, pl. 12, fig. 13 (egg).—Ripawayx, Condor, iv, 1802, 18 (Kern Co,,
California, May 10, 1882).—Loomis, Auk, xix, 1902, 80 (San Bernardino Co.,
California, April 20, 1898).—Brown (H)), Auk, xx, 1903, 43, 44 (Colorado
Valley, Arizona).—Smme (A. P.), Condor, ix, 1907, 197 (Whetstone Mta,,
Celifornia, up to 5,000 ft.)—Viseer, Auk, xxvii, 1910, 281 (Pima Co,,
Arizona).

Mlieropallas] whitneyi Ripcway, Man. N. Am. Birds, 2d ed., 1896, 267, part.

[ Micropallas] whitneyi Suarer, Hand-list, i, 1899, 209, part.

MICROPALLAS WHITNEYI SANFORDI Ridgway.¢
SANFORD'S ELF OWL.

Similar to M. w. whitneyi, but much grayer above and (in the gray
phase, at least) with much less of cinnamon-buff on face and little if
any rusty brown or cinnamon on under parts; gray phase with ground
color of upper parts between mouse gray and hair brown, without
distinct, if any, darker vermiculations; brown phase similar in color-
ation to the graycr phase of Af. w. whztneyz but slightly darker; wing
averaging decidedly shorter, tail averaging longer.

a New subspecies. (Type, no. 234166, adult male, coll. U. S. Nat. Mus,, Mira-
flores, Lower California, June 24, 1912; W. W. Brown, jr. Presented by Dr. L. C.
Sanford )



(104.9) tall 45.5—52.5 (4 2
Southern Lower C‘ahforma (A

kuﬂm:ewlmmyt(not AMWCW}
v, 1883, 549 (Miraflores, ». Lower California; notu) :

m'rs’ Union, Check List, 1888, no. 881, part.
Mlicrathene} whitneyi Coves, Key N. Am. Birds, Zd ed” 1884 .
way, Man. N. Am. Birds, 1887, 267, part, ‘ Lol ‘»;

AMicropallas whitneyi Amexican ORNITROLOGISTS” TNnroN Conxmn, Suppi to

Check List, 1889, 21, part; Chock List, abridged ed., 1889, and 2d ed., 1895,

no. 381, part; 3d ed., 1910, 178, part.—Bryarnt (W. E.), Proc. thf Ac.
Sci., ser, 2, ii, 1889, 285 (Victoria Mts. and Miraflores, s: Lower California).—
BREWBTER, Dull. Mus. Comp. Zool.,, xli, pt. i, 1902, 99 (Miraftores, Lowar
California; crit.).

MICROPALLAS WHITNEYI IDONEUS Ridgw-s.b

TEXAN EL¥F OWL.

Similar to M. w. sanfordi in grayness of upper parts and absence
of distinct cinnamoneous blotches on under parts, but under parts
with more white and with markings darker.

Adult male.—Length (skins), 136-139 (137.5); wing, 108.5~110.5
(109.5); tail, 49.5-50 (49.7); culmen, from cere, 8.5-9 (8.7).¢

f.ower Rio Grande Valley in Texas (Hidalgo, Hidalgo County;
Brownsville, Cameron County); south to Puebla (San Salvadér el
Verde; Tehuacin), Valley of Mexico, and Guanajuato, east-central
Mexico 4

(?) Micrathene whitneyi (not Athene whitneyi Cooper?) FErRnrari-Penez, Proc. U. 8
Nat. Mus,, ix, 1886, 165 (San Salvador el Verde, Puebla; Guanajuato).

Micropallas whitneyi SENNETT, Auk, vi, 1889, 276 (Hidalgo, Texas, April 5,
1889).—SaLviNn and Gobyman, Biol. Centr-Am., Aves, iii, 1897, 37, part
(Guanajuato; Valley of Mexico; San Salvador el Verde, Puebla).

MICROPALLAS GRAYSONI (Ridgway).

SOCORRO ELF OWL.

Similar to M. whitneyi, but coloration much browner (the plumage
without any gray admixture), ‘“‘eyebrows’” and lores cinnamon-buff
(instead of white), subauricular or post-malar patch buffy (Gnstead

¢ Five epecimens.

b New subspecies. (Type, no. 80986, adult male, coll. American Museum, five
miles from Hidalgo, Texas, April 5, 1889; ¥. B. Armstrong.)

¢ Two spocimens.

4 Specimens, representing each of the above-mentioned Mexican localities, may
be referable to this form. ©One from Pucbla is somewhat darker, however, than the
two Texan examples; but without a larger series of specimens the status of Mexican
birds can not ¢ determined. (Measurements are given on p. 808.)



