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with black bristles; from the base of the lower mandible two short stripes of
white run dowanwards and backwards. [ores pitch black. Wings brown, infe-
rior wing coverts, and edge of wing at flexnre, white ; primaries with three or four
narraow spots of silky white on their outer margins, andeall the quills with circu-
lar gpets of white on their inner webs. Tail brown, narrowly tipped with white
acd crossed with two bands composed of spots of while, which are wanting on
the outer webs of the two lateral feuthers. Throat and upper part of tho breast
Jdark chezaut; all the under parts bright reddish yellow, tarsi and toes thickly
covered with plumsge of the same reddish yellow as the under parts. Bill and
claws black, irides golden yellow.

But-twn specimens of this bird bave been taken to my knowledge ; the first was
captrred Oct., 1821, and kept until winter when it made its escape; the second,
snd the noe from which the above description was taken, flaw into xn open shaop,
Taly, 1852, Tuis strictly nocturaal, utters s low tremulous note, avd is an active
snd efficient mouser. It is different from any other species yet known to inhabhit
North America, and eppesrs to bave some gereral reremhblance in color to V.
Herrisii, Caesin, brntaot sufficient to render it necessary to state their difference.

[ have ramed this epecies ag a slight tribote of respect to that zealons Matu-
relist, Prof. Jared P. Kirtland, of Cleveland, Uhio.

2. Bubo subarcticns, nobis.

A lerge light colored species.  Tail crossed by five bands, wings with the third
primary lnogest, second shorter than the fourth, tooth or Jobe of the upper man-
dible remarkably developed.

Totel length 24 inches, wing from flexure 17, tail 93, and extends 3} beyond
the folded wings, tersus 2§, hill over its convexity 1 5-12ths, egréts & inches.

Ahove white and fawn color, nig-zagged and barred with browo, scepulars
hroadly marked on their outer welis with white. Tail bright fawn, crossed by
five hare of brown, outer webs of the exterior and tips white, two central feathers
colored similar to the back. Quills with seven bars of brown.

Beneaih white; on the breast, sides, and flanks, each feather crossed wich bars
and narrow stripes of deep brown, forming on the breast a wide irregular hand
of the Iriter color. Lower tail coverts white, eacl: feather with & sivgle narrow
hand of hrown.

Face greyish white, lores tipped with black, egrets with their onter wehs and
tips Ilecl:, inner webs white, bill dark horn color, lighter nt the point, claws
EBlaclk, ivides yellow.

The epceimen now described was shot in January, 1851, near this city, and
proved tn he a female. I have gaen two others which were precisely similar in
their meorkings to the present, This species dors not agree in many essential
points with Richardson's deseription of the Arctic horoed Owl, nor dees itagree
either in color or anatomically with the common great horned owl, which is
very ehnndant here, and of which I bave kept living specimens for more than a
verr. {ifthelattersperies I have seen some very dark colored specimeny, which
are maost'y, hat not invariably, male hirdas.

Some of my reasons for considering the hird just described as distinct from the
common fpecies, are as follows: [t differs, 1. In color and markings. 2. In
measurements; it has comparciively greater length of tail, and of wiugs. Ana-
tormically; rhe eranivm of & gpecimen in my possession, shows a greater devel-
erment of the posterior lobes of the hroin nnd other differencesg, end o more dis-
tinct toath-like Johe of the npper mondible. 4. T have seen three specimens all
coreesponding in every particuinr, and all ocenrring only in the depth of winter,
waeq the great Cinereous Owl, (Swrnivm cincrenm,) the tfawl: Owl, (Svini
frreriey und the Snowy Owl (5. ppctes,) were with vs. My conclusinn s,
therefore. thot if is like these species, aninhsbitant of the Arctic reginns of this
continent, and oue of the rorest of the winter vizitants in the northern psrts o
“he Tnired States. nud ip Wisconsin is much less common thes either of the
“bree spercies mentioned.

The Committee to which had heen referred Dr. Wetherills paper
wtitled © An Analysis of the Cotton Plant and Seed,” &c., reported in



