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_ ANNUAL REPORT
OFf the Council of the South African Literary and Scientific

Lnstitution, for 183334, read at the Gencral Mecting

on the 2nd of August.

Ox account of the departure of Dr. Swrrir, one of our Sacre-
taries, close upon the period fixed by the Regulations for con-
vening the Annual General Meeting of this Institution, and
on account of the leisurve and attention of many members of
the Council being occupied in preparations of various kinds
for that event, it has been found necessary to defer convoking
the members till this dav, The Council requesting the indutl-
gence of the members for this deviatiou from its rules, would
respectfully submit to them,; as the Report of the Institution,
the following review of the few transactions in whieh it has
bueen encaged doaving the past vear -

First, As to the business, generally, of the Institution, and
its present condition and prospects 1—The Couneil has to ro-
mark, that during the year now elapsed an attempt was agaian
wade to increase the attendance of members at the Monthly
Meetings of the Institution, by changing the honr, but that no
perceptible advantare has attended it -

The Institution has always contemiplated a twa-told purpnse,
both capable of exerting extended influence on the coudition
and progress of society.  The frst of these is the gathering
and spreading of information, snd aiding or {ostering the
facilities by which 1t moy boe acquired and rendered useful,
To this purpose, especialiv, is the syvstem of public meetings af
stated times applicable and subservient, either by atiracting in-
formation from those of the surroundiug eommunity, who
possess i, or by the iocrease or confinunation of individual
knowledge, which  arises from mutual eommunication. Its
fultibment depends evidently on the activity, zeal, and power,
~and the facility of research possessed by individuals, and must
vary with the number of those wheo are thus equipped for
unveiling the mysteries of secience, or rising to the triumphs
of hiterary success.
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Striv Capensis, Smith, Upper partﬁ }}ﬂ}w;;, ciﬂudﬂi with
black-brown. and thinly spﬁtted with white dots; under parts
vellowish white freely saotiled with small brown spat&. Facial
dise elear white with a large bloek bloteh ot ihe joner angle of
ench eye; cers teal” eollar dull white, the feathers tipt with
tawnyd}rﬂwus gk streaked a‘xmlg thein centroq wﬁ‘h dark brown.,
Wings abeout two juches longer than the taily primary wing
feathers brown, itregalarly mottled with fulvons towards qmils’*
secandiariss {aw ’c%‘%"\‘s“tihi'sh, whitewithin, and imperfectly barred
with browu, the tips chiefly brown; edges of shoulders tawny-
white, insides white, moitled with black spots.  Tail short,
two centre feathers brown with some white spots at tips,: outer-
maost feathers white imperfectly  banded with iar{m*n,- interme-
dinte ones tawnv-brawn on outer yvares, white on inner,  and both
partially barved with brovwn, . arsi an aniformveHowish white
Bill yvellowish white] eves Brown-blwek 1 tocs vellow with a thia
sprinkling of rigid yellowish hairs 3 elaws horn-vellow, Lengih
sevenfeen ine h{m ' ' ' '

Inlmblt% Sounth Afri ica.

Gf»n us Buno.  Caricr.

Ear opmmg sma!i Sacial disc’ indistinct ; head with two
egrels; tarsi jes:ztfmrad to the tm:s- L

Bubo lacten. B:ii }m'gc, blackish blne tow sréa tarsi, vel-
lowish towards point, wnd forsished on each side with long,
narrow, bristly, biack  feathers; cheeks W hxie broadly map-
gined behind with deep black 3 egrets black ‘towards points,
waved black and white towsarils bases ;| erown waved blaek and
white ; rest of upper parvis dull brown, finely. and ;x‘rﬁmdar?y
waved with dull white lines ; chin white, undulated with brown 5
throat pure white : hreast and belly dull white, waved with de
licate irregularly disposed zigzag lines. Primary wing feathers
white towards quills, brf:wn towards tips, ‘and banded with
blackish  transverse bands:  secondaries banded alternately
brown and dull white; the latter with fine browa andulations.
Tail rounded, banded alternately brown and white, the white
bands aboant four in mumber, - are mottled with brown ;i on
the euter vanes of all the feaithiers  legs dull white with ware!}
transverse brown Hnes ;. claws black. LE agth of male almut
twenty inches, of female about two feet.

Inhabits Sonth Africa and Senegal.

Strix lactea Temm. ploeol.a. o

Bubo (,apenszs. Emuzh. : Yauaq,MUpper p&r’tq of. }teari blaek-
jsh brown, the feathers blotched and tipt with tawny; egret
blackish, varicgated on mm,r (‘i}gﬁzx with clear tawny 1 buck “and
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sides of neck dark brown, mottled with fulvous, the Iatter in
Iarge spots upon both vanes; back and shoulders blackish
browsn  dashed: with fulveus or tawny-white,  Wing. feaiir_crs :
black-brown with tawny bands, the latter often brown in the .
middle, pariiculariy on the sccondaries. Facial disc principally

pale tﬁ“’n}~h!‘0%&'ﬂ, at inner angles of eyes white; the rostral .

feathers tipt with black ; cervical collar blackish, mottled with
white at the thraat, mwar&s extremities brown ; chin, and a
large crescent in front of breast, white ; breast anﬁ Lelly biack-~
ish ~brown,  variegated frt}elv with large transverse fawny
blotehes, which, tewardsthe: thwha exhibit a whitish tint is‘ffs _
rufous-white with small brown blotehes :  toes r;if{)us;—whit_;e, i
withont variegations. Tail slightly rounded, the outermost
feathers of each side banded black-brown and taw ny-white, the
bands of the laiter colour brown in the middle, the contre
feathers blackish brown with taw ny bands, dusky inthe middle ;
tips of all the feathers tawny-white, i'me!y mottled with brown.
Bill black ; eyes vellow: claws lzght }mrn~colmu'esl darkest
towards pﬂi‘nts- Length twentv~iwe m{:hea.
Inhabits South Africa.

€¥hc. This bird Y aw convinced Iz distingt fromn the Buhao Ift}rapeus. :
Adult specimens are gaid to be marked pearly asg the yoong ones.

Orper INSESS0ORES.  Figors.

Bill various; legs short or moderate 1 tarsi nspally eclothed
with feathers: foes flat beneath claws giender, moveable,
sﬁmewhat 1Ltractﬁe, cnxvied mxd acute, . H

TriBE FKSSIRC)gTRES,
Bill broad at the base, gape very wide:; legs short,

CFaa. MEROPIDA, -

Genuns ﬁiI‘RQP-.

Bill lengeér than the head, curved, rournded, sfzgéffy campressté' -
z 2

on the sides, and pointed : wnostrils lateral, rounded or in
Jorm of a longitudinai fissure.” Wings Ecmg and pointed,
or third quill the longese.  Tail long, even, graduated or
often the two middle feathers longer than the others an .
aatmg in narrow. p&m?s, Tﬁzrsz s&sst sfefeder, and. seculeliate




