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ted By the frell naeme of the

" Wa cernestly roquent all our contributers to adopt the plan in
repurd to tha wee of aclentific names which some of them have
alrundy udo?teﬂ viv; to PRINT all such names legibly lo the manu-
seript, aa this whil prevent ermar by giving the compasilor plain copy
to follow. Abovi: all things we , o not venlure npon ihe nea
of aclentific names at all unloss coriain of their accnracy,
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A MODEL COMBINATION.

An nsgociation has been furmed among the farmors
and landowners of northern New Jersey, of a new and
peeuliar churacter.  The associatlon, which is known
as the Farmers' Mutual Protective Union, arose from a
cause which has been froquently brought before eur
readers, m our own and other sporting papers, and
appurently solves that great dificulty, the recoociliation
of sportsmen and their intercats with thoso of farmers
and lnnduwners,

‘Fhe consiitution, oftet sctting forth in a plain man-
nor the mumervus nnd great injuries intlicted Ly so
ealled sportsnen upon landowners, deprecates all -de-.
wire to interfere wilh legitimute sports in their proper
seasons, but recognizes their value and importance, and
pledges tho mombers to further them in overy way in
thelr power, A permit given by sny ono of the asso-
cisdion entitios the holder Lo shoot or flsh over the lands
of all the members, the party issuing the permis béing
responsible for all damage done by the holder. Any
properly introdnced person can obisin e permit, and
thus a great souree of treuble is avoided. 'The permit
'is good for one week, and can be renewed “‘ad infins’
B‘WI}I,."

A Wack liat Is kept in which is inserted the numes of

, Poreons to whom no permits will be furnished. This
includes pot hunters, persons who have done wanton
damage, or have refuscdto pay for accidents] damg
done by them, parsons known to have destroyed gamie
or, fishes out of séason, and expelied members of the
association. Before a name is placed on this black liat
the matter is fully considered at o meeting of the asso.
cition, and the secused allowed an opportunity of de-
fending himsulf, A mujoriny vols is required, nnd no

personal foslings are allowed to infiuenco the verdicl
The form of the permit is as follows:, -
Famuzea® Muroarn Pﬂ'zrluﬂn Y,
- R 8-
to fizh or sheot on tlubdlul the Union,
Hai B M. P U

- JPermic My, —

 Pleasa pin this to the left side of your coak:

"Purnished with one of these permils, the sporisman
can now range st liberty over nearly :fifteen usaind
scres of land or water.  Withont 1@t or bindrance,
hic is regarded as the guest of the sgiifity, and aL overy
farm houso is welcomed nn a friendliand should ho ar-

‘rive at meal time in frequently invitt 1o take pot nck

with tho family.  Cnees in whicly ﬁ;uf~privilﬂgcs of the
permit have been abused are rardgholigh » few have
occurred. Oue came onder the figfige! of the club in
Jaouary last. A genticman {?) frem’s neighburing city
came providgd with a leiter of inggdduction to an of-
ficer of tho Unlon, & pormit was ed Bim, and i
started izpon his day’s nlm'm.ing. Passing o [nrin house
&t noon he was invited to dinner, seinvittion which lic
readlly necepted.  During dinner a youngeter of fho
family, childlike, begun investigating the contents of his
game bag, and to the Jismay of the cockney sports
man, cxtracted from its depths four domestic fowls,
whicl were the result of the morning's sport.  For the
Lenefit of ruch mon is L black list kept.

As far ax pomtible n list of members of nportsmens’
clubs of the neighlioring citiea is kept, awd ithese wre
furnished permits nt once upon applieation.

Bhould any infraction of the gamo laww fuke place, it
is reported to the Union, and the offender prosccuted by
persons clectid for that specinl purpose.

The members of thia Union do not flatier themuglves
thut their by-laws, of which we have mentioned Ihe
most prominent points, nre as yet perfeet, but helieve
that it ia o step In the right direction.

Wo most cordially and heartily endorse the above
socioty, and recommend tho farmers and lundowners
in other States to follow the liberal and wise examplo
of this combination. We havgiyiewed with much
anxiety the growing strife bof ho landwl and the
sporting interests’of the country, ‘atd have siriven Lo
reconcile it by pointing out that:the represcntatives of
ench have their peculiar individual®rights, which are
equitably ontitled to respect und rogard, Wo can fally
appreciate the annoyance to wilgiifarmers are often
subjccted, and consider them y right in pro-
tecting their property hy all m Naw allown. We
do not mean hy this thai we: andawners jn ox-
chuding aportamen entively fromgghpir lands, (for wn
have spoken to the poinl on tHE ﬁnnl,h_-r), but we do
mean thet thero is nu renson Why proparty  holdar
should not have some niethod of deciding hy practical
tost who are, nnd who wre not ‘worthy o he fnvored
with the right of entry, and we are certain that whers
sueh liberalily is displuyed, as in the caxe before ux, wn
asgocintion formed by Dumers and Inndowners Tos their
protection, will receive hearty sapport frome all (rue
sportamen; for, as we have repeatedly urged, a sports.
man is a gentleman, und being such will not disgrace
himsclf by nets of wanton outrage to those who are
practically his hosts, and to whese hospltality I is in-
debted for his pleasure,

A society of this Kind, uniting as it will sportsmen
and land owners by u hond of sympathy and grativude,
does indeed present. wn accoptable sobhihm  of the
‘troublesomo question  which-rwmetrendy rousad oo
much f-focling and threatened to precipitate an open
rupturs between tlios: who should be friends. It i the
wisest und most manly aet that could he dovised, alike
honorable and worthy of |ml£hﬂ0€ﬂr
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Dunme our visit to the convention at Oswegp, we
were the recipients of many favq:s which we desire to
acknowledge. Our thanks are dde to the members of
the Leatherstockiog Club and prominent citizens of Os.
wego, including, tho “Union CluB” for complimentary
cardn,  Also 10 the oftlcera and membors of the Auso-
cistion for their cordial aid and assistance in obtaining
full and correct reportx of the - proveedings, and to the
Palladinm and Times for the “yge of thair editorial
rooms, offere.! to all members.of'4he press during the
convention. Cur stay at the. Déolijtle Housr was made
very pleasant throtgh the courtesies of the propristor,
The house itself is 8 splendld and- well kept establish-
fent, with elagant rooms and .pverything which can
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cundics L6 the walfien and voralort of itx goests Lho

rooma of the Board of Frade, where the business mout-
ings of the Convenilon werg held, are in this buijiding,
and are well sdapted for Lhoir purpose.

A GRAND shooting festival ond opening of & new
shooting park, will take place at Newark, N. J., on
July 8th, 6th, 7th sand 8t\. Twe thousand dollurs in
prizes and preminms will be awarded nod s general in-
vitation s extended to riflemen. The shooting will bo
at 8 ring target, man target, stich target and bulfs ye
iargets. Tickets for threc shots will be sold on the
three first targets at $2 each. On the bullgeye targels
tho chargs will be §1 for ten shots. Good rules to
govern the shooting have Leen selocted and 8¥CrY CAFQ
Ins been taken te ensure 4he success of the meeting.

By an isaue in our last weeks report. of the Conven-
tion at Oswego, wrong delogates were credited to the
Mobhawk Game Club of Weat Troy. Corrected, the list
would read Dr. Rows, Honry @. Koy, B. R Burker
and H. P. Behuayler,

LARGE ELK_ANTLERS.

Thore {s en unusunlly lnrge pnir of clk horns hero in
8. Paul.  They were collocted by the Chippeway In-
dinns, and were exchinged by them to o trader whor
sold them to Mr. M. T. Kennedy and Brother, of this
cily. Their dimensions are as follows: Cirenniference:
it bage, 12.25 inches; longth, 55 inches. Originally
there wore twenty-two prongs on the aotlers, but two of’
them have been broken off.  The horns are Nery Inns-

Caribou, deer, &:., and oan furnish guns, rifles, cte,,
of his own make, which nre beautifully gotten up, and
atand hard use, besides shooting weil, as many of the
Minzesota apurtsmen ean testify. 11 J. Barrr.

Discovery of a Burrowing Ow! in Florida,

BY ROBERT RIDOWAY.

cal researches of Mr. N. B. Moore, of Manatce, Florida,
a vary diligent and trustwortby observer and nn esteem-
ed correspondent of the Bmithsonian Institutior, is the
discovery in Fiorida, of a burrowing owl. In this not
only is an entircly new eloment added to the bird-fanunn
af the Eastern Rogion of North Americs, but the geo-
graphical range of the genna iz extended to s country
far distant. from any of which it has been covsidersd
specially charaoteristic; while besidos the bird under
consideration proves to be new to sclence,

The genus Jpeatyto, of which the burrewling owln of
Ameriea are the sole representatives, embmees but s
single apecies a8 far so known, whiclh extends from
Chili, Bnenos Ayres and Paraguny northward ncross
the pampas and llanos of South America and over the
plateanx of Mexico to the dry plitns of (he western
countrios of Nurth Americn.  In the Uniled Stales its
eastward range {8 limited by the Greut Plains west of
the Mississippi river, froms Texas 1o Nelraska. It also
oceurs in the island of Guadeloupt in the Tcsser An-
tillea, The nsme of thiv species is S ewnisularia,
(Molinn); but it being found that the Andean, North
American, Aptillean and Floridnn forms are sppreei-
bly different, the term is properly resiricted to the
race found upon the pampas of Bucnos A yrea and the
ndjacent countries,  The four well-marked “geugraphi-
cul races” nre therefore desipmnlod as followa: The
pambern birds are var. eunéenlarie, Moling; the Andenn
are var. grallaris, Bpix, the North Amerfenn vnr. Agpn.
ga, Bonaperte, the Antillean var, gwadelonpenain, Ridg-
way, {(sec History of Korth American Binls, by Buird,
Brower and Ridgway, Vol. II1, pago 90). The Ploridan
form being entiraly new to science, is therefure yet to
be named. Accordingly, it may be called var. Jnvida-
nus, Ridgway, and disgnosed as follows:

BPEOTYTO CUNICULARTA VAR, FLORIDANA—FLONIDA BUR-
/~ HOWING OWI.,

CH,—~Above dark umber-brown, with nuwmerons spola
of purc white; on the top of the head and on the napo
theso spots are narrow and loneitudinal, and along the
shafts of the feathers; on'the back they are broadly-
cuneste, und medial, but on the wings they are round-
ed, and on both wobs—each feathor having about two
pairs of spols.  Quills lighter brown, the ouser weba
with semi-oval spots of dull white; Tamp, upper tail-
coverts and tuil, rather paler brown, the former less dis-
tinetly spotted, tail ¢roased by nbout four rews of trane.

verselyohiong kpots uf dingy white (furming e tmeny

dive and heavy, and are the finest pair T have observed.. -
Mr, Kennody also has ather antlers, such as those of

One of the most important results of the ornithologi-
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incomplete bands) and indistinetly tipped with the
sme; eyo-brows, throat, Indistinctspat in the middle
of tho breast, and ground-color uf the lower parta,
white; acoliaracross the fore-ueck heavily apotted with
dark umber; ress of the lower patts, except the lining
of the wing, femorals, tibir, anal-region and crissum,
marked with broad trausverse bars or spots of dark
amber, the tint growing lighter and more reddish pos-
seriorly; lining of the wing, and finnks, much tinged
with ochraccous, Tarsi naked, with scatlered bristlea
on upper portion In front; bill, pale greenish yellow;
feet, dusky grayish.

MarLe.—{No 66435, 16 miles east of Sarasota Bay,
Maunatee county, Floride, April 17th, 1874; N. B.
Moore). Wing, 6,40; tail, 3,80; culmen, 65; depth of
bill, 50; tarsus, 1,85; middle tos, 75. 2ol

2 o. 60630, same Jocality, dste and col-
lecr;(?:)l.u.lﬁzﬂni—n(g 6.50; tail, 3.40; cuhgen, 65; tarsus,
195; middle toe, 75.

A comparison of these specimens with others from

the western United States, reveals diflerences of & very

. decided chnracter, thougl not of specific importance.
The size is decidedly smaller than that of the average
of western specimens, the colors wre darker, the bill
much largsr and more compressed, and the tarst Jonger
and very much less distinctly clothed. In colors and
in the nakedness of (he tarsi this form approaches quite
closely to theAntillian var. gradeloupensis standing about
half way between it and var. hypuges.  ILis most like
the latter in colois, bat closer to the former in size and
rolative proportlons. ‘The three races compars in meas-
urements as follows:

£ 1y
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Var. A 420 4.40-7.000 | 3.00-3.30 fﬂ-ml 1.50-1.70 I B0 | 50
Var. fioridaan |ﬁ.40-ﬁ.ﬂ) 4.530-3.40 { #5 1.865-1.05 T’SIM
Var. gradelonpensis | 8.4 3.40 W | L8 i85 1

The accompunying cute gshow the comparative di-
monsions and proportions of the western and Floridan

birds au extibited in the bill and feet.

1765.R.8.,3.

T quoto below the portion'of Mr. Meore's letler in
relation Lo these specimaens:

*Sitnee the box wad nuiled up I have obirined three
specimoens of the burrowing owls mentioned (in 8 form-
at letter) as probably ocenrring in this Btste. 1 shot
them ebout sixtven myiles east of Sarasota Bay, on the
17th tnst, '

They were seen in (he dryest prabrics, where the
* grasses and palmettos are very stunted, being acarcely
a foot high, with numcrous small patches of naked
sand or carth interspersed, and without any other veg-
etalion, such as trees or shrubs, the laiter appearing
only on the borders of the shaliow (now dry) ponda.
In these ponds there occurs what is here called “‘saw
grass.” growing to the height of four or five feet; ihe
shirubbery nround the horder of the pouds attains the
helght of two 2, flve feet.

T saw the firkt one perched on a “‘gull bush” near the
margin of one of these ponds; soven in all, were sesn
during two visits made to the locality. The others
were (lushed from the ground, two being seen to fly
from immediately within the entrance of their bur-
rows. On being “‘put up" they fAew somelimes twenty-
five and;ngain seventy-five yards. and, alighted etther in
the grass, on the ground, of upong someplow buab,
uaually a saw-pslmetto. One I discivered, for the first
time, at the mouth of a burrow as I rode along, and as
I came;within Afteen steps he flew awny and alighted
in theigrass. 'I'bis washlic male whose wing I send,

On Leiog shot st 0ad missed they becoms very cuu-

riess
Y

tous, rising tm;%m and fying to a greater
distance. ERUVLT.

Onco only did 1 defe& Y v-ocn] uitemnee; the sonnds)

were, aa nearly ad can be expressil by writing, ched, chet,
repeatud five ot six dmes, while the: bird was tiying.

“Thoir Night ix dow, fiteady nod level; just bofore
porching, bowever, tlil;gmount rather abruptly, at times,
%8 if (0 view the groun Sbefore alizhting,

“The burrows occtpldd by the owly, 1 think are the
deserted ll.illoilviui(m!! v.f*unka‘ No odor of these ani-
mals, hovwuver, was de &t or near Lhem; but onthe
other portinns of the ﬁ:;‘a'irio it wis wvory perceptilile.
The burrows of the *“‘gopher,” (8 species of land tortuisa
— Testuds pobyphenus), yehich arce so numerous in other-
parts of Flovila, are.not found here, I am told; and
opossums, racoonr, and foxes though abundant here.
are quite ymwilling to reside id these dry and scantily
clnd Yoculitier.  Another spocios of tortoise {Cistudo—1)
does ocenr here now and then (I saw nona), Imt judging
from the nizes of the burrows inhabited by the owlathey
are larger thun wonld be necessary for this tortolse should
it be ity hubil to excavate such a residence. The burrows
I found to b five inghegin dianoter ot a foot boyond
thelr mouths; they enter tho earth wh an inclinstion to
ils surfuce of less than 45°  There I8 nothing like a
mound_al the entrance, the earth, (xand), removed pre-
senting a level nnd oblong surface, ned compuct,but loose
as if disturbed constantly for a stixlt depth, und oceu-
pying an ares of nearly two square feet, in which no
grass or other vegetation gains foot-hold, except around
the edge. Beattersd sround upon this bed of earth
were found the clvtra of various coleopterons and neu-
ropterous inacels, pafis of crawlshes and hard-Wornia
(Jadiz); no remuins of quadrapeds or birds were Qo-

tected.

** But ssven or ¢ight burrows wero sesn, no one being
nearce anothor than thirty or forty feot, and then
keomett 0 be ju three commaonities, ench sw much, I
should suy, us threo-fopdthe of s mile to a mile from the
other. T erumol sappy ‘;ha.t they nru vory numerous,
for o Mr. Rawles, wh'd laative of Flovide, uud bas
Here (hirnveaced, s perscms do

ago on J .
in tho nefg
Knight, of. which 1 have informedfyoun

I concludéwith ne other aid Jo asist me
but the work of Mr. Andubon and the ninth
volume of} (Y Birdsof North Ameriea™}, that
they are the Athene hypugon, supposing that
the nnkednesh of the taral of these snd the

upin the upper parls, would scarcely be
suflicicat to cntitle them to specific distinet-
ness; the dimensions too, apree with Athkens
Igprgpenr. Aceordingly, T refer them to the
thied stage of plunmneas diseribed in the
s Ninth Volume,” (paze 50 ' The skina
ment sre,without doubt, of o pair of matet
birds, the wing being that of s male, whose dilewsions
were as follows: total length, 8 06-8; length to uvnd of
claws, 10 5-8; cxpanse of wings, 23. The measurcmont
of the others are as follows:—male: total langth, 9 5-16;
length to end Of claws, 11 58; expanse of wings,
23 5-8: feinale: total length, 9 7-8; length to end of
claws, 11 $-4; cxpanse of wings, 2378 "

The occurrence of this Weatern owl in Florida

promptssom: remarks npon the suliject of the geographi- Bta:

cal distribution of North American birds, in which con.
nection this peninsula constitutes x ficdd of extrewe in-
tereat.  llere we havemikinstance of the isolated occur-
rence in n vestricted phighdn of Flerida of an owl which
elacwhere iv North Avkefioa is found only on the pla-
tenax of Mexico and e id plnin adjncent to nnd west
of the Rueky Mountuip}nj;: _This Tuel calls to minda par-
alicl cake 10 the distribition of & geous of juys (Uyen-
ocitla). Ta the sume HH)dnk of Florida where this bur-
rowing owl is found SRS (Cyanoecittn Floridant) pecu:
ler to that loculity 1tk inbarest relative in n wpocies
(C. Californics, incijling - its geographical races)
wiich ia distributed ovdtinlmoat precisely the samo ares
with the burrowing oWEdh, the West. The vicinity of
the Rocky Mountaing (¥ likewise the eastern limit, a0
lt s, " which 80 clusely resembles

far as known, of this Al

the Ploridun onc that it ¢antiot be considersd as more
than & geographicnal race. These two are the only non-
migratory birds whicltful"'e peculiar 10 Florida; but the
fact that some thonsand miles away io the westward

they ure almost exacly repested by scarcely different

lack of anything like a'*yellowish™ tinge | bitoreider

10rfhe, suggests the inquiry—uly are they thois Giolited
Mgy of your readers are doubtlless familinr with' tho
address of Professor Gray before tho American Assocla-
tion for the advancement of science, at Dubuque, fowa,

}in August, 1873; those who are not, sro refcrred ¢o this

extremely interesting troatise, outitled ** Sequols and

its hiatory,” reprinted at the ** Sulem Press,”. Salem,

Muss. In hin discussion of the present geographical

distribilion of the Seqnoius, tie allicaand geogrupbigal

associnies of those romurkable Californian trees sre aluo
méationed. While estublishing clearly the near reb.-
tionship between Eastern North Americs and Eastern
Asia (1) in the vegetation of the two regions, the ¥ery
singular fact of a Hke parallclism botween Florida and
Californiu in the distribusion of certain trees is also
slladed to. Itis well-known that no two portions of
the earth's surfuce of the smme parsllels of Iatitudes
differ morn completely in their fauua than do Eustern
North America snd Xastern Asia; consequently wo bave
nothing to do with the Iatter region in this connection:

but the points of rejationship betwaen California and
Florida,as proved by the reprating in the one locality of
.species, or nearly allied species,of the other is 8o import-
nut 1 its benring upon our subject that special attention

is called to Prof. Gray's remarks, from which we quote:
the Tvrreya Ploridans ''ia & noble yew-like (ree, and very
local, being known only for s few miles along the shores
of u single river.” In North America, there ia only one
more species of Torreya, and that is the companion of
the redwoods in California. Moreover, the Torreya of
Florida has growing with it & yow tree; and the troes of
that grovoe are the only yew trees of Eastern North Am-
wrica.  The only other yew irees of Amoric grow with
the redwootls and the other Torreys in Gulifornia™
Here, then, are two instances among trees, as well an
birds, whore Californisn forms arc repented in . Florids,
(0T sice verac ax the ense may be), without heir heing;
Knoton Lo oucur wrywhero lu nn Intervoning thresthousand
miles of country,  ‘Thorefore, to return to Lty question
vagurding the Florida forms of tho burrowhinge owl and
Cyunocitla. *“ Why urc they thus isoluted? ™ Arc they in
rea‘lity 80 i3olated us would be supposed from that facts
that they ure ouly &raron to occur in Florils. und there

/] {2 restricted locality. * A enroful unalysis of other facts

bearing on tho cnwu dos tho probabllity of & negative
answer; Lhexe fucts are the foliowing:—Besides the two
birds above mentioned, are two other specivs found in
Floridn,but uls in adjecent portions of the Sowth Atlantic
and Gulf Btatss, which likewisw have {heir nearest rep-
repentatives in the Western Region.  These specics are
the Urown-beaded nuthateh (Side pusilla) und logger-
head shrike (Cullurio dudovicienss.) " The westorn ropre-
sentatives of these two spocics (9. wwm and C. erou-
) ure 80 very closely related that Lhey are un-
doubtedly but slighily modified derivatives from the
swne tock  Yet there is & wide gap considered to ex-
ist—at feast in tho cnse of the former spocies—Delween
the habitats of the castorn and wostern races.

Al the facts hearing upon the subject wien daly con-
sidercd und enrefully anulyred, poinis to e conclasion
that theve s not én rrality any snek gap, wud that thess
[Plurivhs furus wre peot (axeept pechages i Lie case of 1ho
pinatsy, thus bsolated from tcir westors wlativze, Tho
shivike & Luewn 10 extend Trom Floride uninterruptelly
westward, sad while the birds of Wiis spuscios, from the
Ruuk{ Mountaing, and those from Floridu are us de-
cidedly difforunt from cach otlier ss are the brown-
headed nuthatclies or the Cyanocittus of the aame re-
glous, Ma,g! yot yrvule inoenailiy togsther in the intervening
region. The Sittu pusills 11as been found west nearly 1o
the Mississi pi river; who cun suy positively thut it
does not continue wostward ncross that river and be-
come, step by_ step, modified into ils relutive of the
Rocky Mouniains. © Of no other portion of the United
tes are we 50 ignorant in regard v the distribution of
the birds as we are of the Gulf States; no one sinee su-
dabon lina gose through them with oo oye to orpitholegy,
nod thenthe science wes, comparstively spesking, in
its infancy. The “‘pine-wood-finch” (Pevcia estivalls
was, prior to 1871, universnlly considersd Lo Le conﬂnm{
to lower Guorgin and Bouth Carolina and contiguous

wtions of Florida; no ornitholugist cver heard of
it from anywhero clse, and it was elassed along with
our most jocn)l birds.  Iu the west, however, it wan
found in Arizonn Ly one of the govermment expedi-
tions, It can, therefore, be imagined what surprise the
writer felt when he Tound it in southern Illinols, more
than a thousand miles to the sorthward of thoold local-
ity for the species, xnd notoccurring there necidentally,
bat plentifully, and breeding! The finding of the Flor
idajay in the serub of Alsbame, Mississippi avd Louis-
iana; and 1he burrowing owl on the dry prairie, of Lhe
same States is, therefore, in the opinivn of lhe writer,
bat's mera matter of iime, and the sure result of the
‘pfoper research. !

Not only with thesd stationary birds is there & nearre-
iation between thuWesternRegion snd Florida,bul Lhere
is nlsc & connection between them by the migratory
ones, no less than five western species, not found else-
where in the Atlantic States having Leun recorded from
that peninsula, .




