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_ ANNUAL REPORT
OFf the Council of the South African Literary and Scientific

Lnstitution, for 183334, read at the Gencral Mecting

on the 2nd of August.

Ox account of the departure of Dr. Swrrir, one of our Sacre-
taries, close upon the period fixed by the Regulations for con-
vening the Annual General Meeting of this Institution, and
on account of the leisurve and attention of many members of
the Council being occupied in preparations of various kinds
for that event, it has been found necessary to defer convoking
the members till this dav, The Council requesting the indutl-
gence of the members for this deviatiou from its rules, would
respectfully submit to them,; as the Report of the Institution,
the following review of the few transactions in whieh it has
bueen encaged doaving the past vear -

First, As to the business, generally, of the Institution, and
its present condition and prospects 1—The Couneil has to ro-
mark, that during the year now elapsed an attempt was agaian
wade to increase the attendance of members at the Monthly
Meetings of the Institution, by changing the honr, but that no
perceptible advantare has attended it -

The Institution has always contemiplated a twa-told purpnse,
both capable of exerting extended influence on the coudition
and progress of society.  The frst of these is the gathering
and spreading of information, snd aiding or {ostering the
facilities by which 1t moy boe acquired and rendered useful,
To this purpose, especialiv, is the syvstem of public meetings af
stated times applicable and subservient, either by atiracting in-
formation from those of the surroundiug eommunity, who
possess i, or by the iocrease or confinunation of individual
knowledge, which  arises from mutual eommunication. Its
fultibment depends evidently on the activity, zeal, and power,
~and the facility of research possessed by individuals, and must
vary with the number of those wheo are thus equipped for
unveiling the mysteries of secience, or rising to the triumphs
of hiterary success.
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316 S - African Zoology.

Oty Capeasis,  Smith, - Abhove brown, finely frecklied or

narked with pale tawny, undulating lines and the shonlders .
variegated with some lurge tawny blotehes 3 fuee tawnyswhite,
mwixed with black pear i!i& eyves: egrets %u‘mﬂ, brown ’?;:l?‘?i”"‘dtt‘.(i ;
with tawoy 1 eervical collar dark brown, spotred with: fulvons in
front of neek. Ausiterior part of breast nearly an uriform browng:
rest of breast and belly  fively mottled brown and white, the
colours principally disposodin zig-aay transverse Hoes god bars, 00
and in- some specimnns the shafts are éfnm bBrown 3 ovenut aud tails
coverts tawny-white. - Prioary wing fcm‘hm‘s pale - falvous,
irvegularty barrved with brows and. the points entively brown 3o
speondaries brown with pasrtial fulvous bauds, the tips tawny
white, more or less motiled with brown.  Tail shghuly roantbed,
the two centre feathers brown, with four tawny Im:n, thie izt
one brokeu and indistivet, the outer fonthérs: ts}wiiv white with
three brewn bars, the extremities of all the feathers nenrly
pure white.  Legs tawny white ; bxil and daxm black. Leugth
fourteen inches. : Lo

Inhabits South Af’mcqg—-m marshy ¢1ﬁ{x‘ltii}H$,

Marsh Owl of the Cape Colonists.

Qtus Madagascariensis, Smith. Above blackish brown, each
feather with a tawuny bloteh on each vane, producing a m&tﬂed s
appearance ;5 scapulars blotched, banded or undulated. with
tawny.  Wing feathers doll brown, with tawny bars, maey of
them  brownish fownrds thelr centras, Ls{r@w ‘blaek-brown, -
some of the feathers blotehed on both vanes with taway, others:
only on vuoter vanes ; checks tztwny-brﬂwn ;3 shafts and pﬁmts of
ica;hers black 3 rostral featheus black and  white,  Threat
crossed by an obscure white crescont, and bhelow that ‘ag in-
distivet colliret which extends on cach side of the neck wenrly
to the egrets, and is mottled black-brown and tawny-white,
Under parts taway with longitadingl brown blofehes, }arngf: on
the breast.  Tegs tawny refous with a few brown t'm*wg*ﬁmns, -
Fail dark brown, with four or five light hrown bands margined
with tawny. . Bill bluish black claws black. Length ﬁfﬁeﬁaf
ingches, : E

Inhabits Madagasear. G

Ohs. This speeivs stands elose to Ofus brachyetos, bat dlﬂ'm's from | lt ¢
particularly ib Sie wast ofwhita sprris on the upper parts, and in tfxes_ :
diztvibrution of the colours of the coilaret and hinder parts (if thie imii?a o

Genus Srrix. %41?*13??'!‘

Bill straight at Lase. curved towards tip i ear Gpemng 'ﬁ‘
with a large opercudem ; ffz.f; cirele of sétaceous feathers of
match decelug&d ; o egretyy tarsi ;cafhered we,s egmrmi
heairs. Sl T




