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Require Lead-Free Projectiles in Ammunition and Lead-Free Fishing Tackle

The undersigned 121 organizations support a nationwide ban on the use of toxic lead in
hunting ammunition and fishing tackle, to protect wildlife from unnecessary lead
poisoning, and to protect human health. The organizations support the August 2010
petition to the Environmental Protection Agency under the Toxic Substances Control Act
by the Center for Biological Diversity, American Bird Conservancy, and other
conservation, hunting, and veterinarian groups requesting regulation to eliminate use of
lead bullets and shotgun pellets in hunting, and to require non-toxic fishing sinkers and
lures.

Lead has long been identified as a highly toxic substance with lethal properties and
numerous pathological effects on humans and wildlife. The petition references nearly 500
peer-reviewed scientific studies that starkly illustrate the widespread risks from lead in
ammunition projectiles and fishing tackle. Lead is dangerous to people and wildlife even
at low levels. Lead exposure can cause a range of health effects, from acute poisoning
and death to long-term problems such as reduced reproduction, inhibition of growth and
damage to neurological development. Each year in the United States, 3,000 tons of lead
are shot into the environment by hunting, another 80,000 tons are released at shooting
ranges, and 4,000 tons are lost in ponds and streams as fishing lures and sinkers.

Scientists estimate that lead from spent hunting ammunition and lost lead fishing gear
cause the needless lead poisoning deaths of an estimated 10-20 million birds annually in
the United States. At least 75 wild bird species are known to be poisoned by lead from
spent ammunition, including bald eagles, golden eagles, ravens and endangered
California condors. Swans, cranes, ducks, geese, loons and other waterfowl consume
lead-based fishing tackle lost in lakes and rivers and lead shot pellets, often with deadly
consequences.

In recent decades, the federal government has implemented regulations to reduce human
exposure to lead in drinking water, paint, gasoline, toys, toxic dumps, lead wheel
balancing weights and lead-acid batteries. However, lead from spent ammunition and lost
lead fishing tackle are uncontrolled and lead from these sources remains widely
distributed in the environment, where it is encountered by wildlife.

Lead from spent ammunition also poses health risks to people. Lead bullets explode and
fragment into minute particles in hunter harvested game and can spread throughout meat
that humans eat. Studies using radiographs show that numerous, imperceptible, dust-sized



particles of lead can infect meat up to a foot and a half away from the bullet wound,
causing a greater health risk to humans who consume game harvested with lead bullets
than previously thought. A recent study found that up to 87 percent of cooked game
killed by lead ammunition can contain unsafe levels of lead. State health agencies have
had to recall venison donated to feed the hungry because of lead contamination from lead
bullet fragments. Lead bullets and shot are implicated in elevated blood lead
concentrations in subsistence hunters in Alaska and elsewhere in the U.S.; nearly 10
million hunters, their families and low-income beneficiaries of venison donations may be
at risk.

Lead-based bullets, shot and fishing tackle can be replaced with commercially available,
non-lead alternatives. At least two dozen ammunition manufacturers now make certified
lead-free bullets of copper or other metals in a wide array of calibers; the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service has certified a dozen nontoxic, non-lead shot types; and fishing sinkers
and tackle are available in at least 10 different non-lead materials. The petition for
regulation of these products could not legally be filed until alternatives were available.
Non-lead alternatives for bullets and shot in ammunition and for fishing tackle are
compatible with traditional good sportsmanship ethics of hunters and anglers to preclude
the needless killing and harm of non-target species.

Several states and the National Park Service currently have regulations or policies to use
lead-free alternatives, but these cover limited areas and no national standards are yet in
place. The EPA has the authority to halt toxic lead deposition into the environment from
hunting and fishing activities. We respectfully urge the EPA to act on the petition and
develop regulations to require lead-free alternatives to lead sporting products, to get the
lead out of the food chain for wildlife and humans.

Sincerely,

Acopian Center for Conservation Science

Keith L. Bildstein, Ph.D., Sarkis Acopian Director of Conservation Science
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary

410 Summer Valley Road

Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Alabama Ornithological Society

Gregory J. Harber, Conservation Committee Chairman
2906 Highland Avenue South, Apt. #5

Birmingham, AL 35205

Alameda Creek Alliance
Jeff Miller, Director

P.O. Box 2626

Niles, CA 94536



American Bird Conservancy

Michael Fry, Director of Conservation Advocacy
1731 Connecticut Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20009

Arizona Zoological Society
Jeff Williamson, President
455 N. Galvin Parkway
Phoenix. AZ 85008

Ascutney Mountain Audubon Society
Wally Elton, Conservation Chairman
P.O. Box 191

Springfield, VT 05156

Association of Avian Veterinarians
Adina Rae Freedman, Executive Director
P.O. Box 811720

Boca Raton, FL 33841

Audubon Maryland-DC

Dr. David Curson, Director of Bird Conservation,
2901 East Baltimore Street

Baltimore, MD 21224

Audubon Minnesota

Mark Peterson, Ph.D., Vice-President/Executive Director
2357 Ventura Drive, Suite #106

St. Paul, MN 55125

Audubon Naturalist Society for the Mid-Atlantic States
Daphne Gemmill

8940 Jones Mill Road

Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Audubon Nebraska

Marian Langan, Executive Director
11700 SW 100th St.

P.O. Box 117

Denton, NE 68339

Audubon Society of Rhode Island
Eugenia Marks, Senior Director of Policy
12 Sanderson Road

Smithfield, Rl 02917



Biodiversity Conservation Alliance

Duane Short, Wild Species Program Director
P.O. Box 1512

Laramie, WY 82073

Bird Conservation Network

Donnie Dann, Advocacy Chair and Past President
1718 Sherman Avenue, #210

Evanston, IL 60201

Brainerd Lakes Area Audubon Society
Jennifer Lust, President

P.O. Box 521

Brainerd, MN 56401

Bridgerland Audubon Society
Christopher Cokinos

P.O. Box 3501

Logan, UT 84323

Carolina Raptor Center

Joy Braunstein, President/CEO
P.O. Box 16443

Charlotte, NC 28297

Carson Forest Watch
Joanie Berde, Coordinator
P.O. Box 15

Llano, NM 87543

Cascadia Wildlands
Josh Laughlin

P.O. Box 10455
Eugene, OR 97440

Cascades Raptor Center

Louise Shimmel, Executive Director
32275 Fox Hollow Road

Eugene OR 97405

Center for Biological Diversity
Peter Galvin, Conservation Director
351 California Street, Suite 600
San Francisco, CA 94104



Center for Native Ecosystems
Josh Pollock, Conservation Director
1536 Wynkoop Street, Suite 303
Denver, CO 80202

Center for Sierra Nevada Conservation
Karen Schambach

P.O. Box 603

Georgetown, CA 95634

Central New Mexico Audubon Society
Elizabeth Hurst-Waitz, Chapter President
P.O. Box 30002

Albuquerque, NM 87190

Choctawhatchee Audubon Society
Gary Parsons, President

P.O. Box 1014

Ft Walton Beach, FL 32549

CORALations

Mary Ann Lucking, Director
P.O. Box 750

Culebra, PR 00775

Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology
John W. Fitzpatrick, Director

159 Sapsucker Woods Road

Ithaca, NY 14850

Corpus Christi Clean Economy Coalition
Judy Landress

P.O. Box 537

Corpus Christi, TX 78403

Delaware Valley Ornithological Club
Philip Witmer, Conservation Chair

c/o Academy of Natural Sciences

1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Elisha Mitchell Audubon Society
Charlotte Goedsche, President
P.O. Box 18711

Asheville, NC 28814



Endangered Habitats League

Dan Silver, Executive Director

8424 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite A 592
Los Angeles, CA 90069

Environmental Action Committee of West Marin
Amy Trainer, Executive Director

P.O. Box 609

Point Reyes Station, CA 94956

Flathead Audubon Society
Robert Lee, 111, President
P.O. Box 9173

Kalispell, MT 59901

Four Harbors Audubon
Susan Krause

P.O. Box 101

St. James, NY 11780

Friends of Dyke Marsh
Glenda Booth, President
P.O. Box 7183
Alexandria, VA 22307

Friends of Living Oregon Waters
Joe Serres, Executive Director
P.O. Box 2478

Grants Pass, OR 97528

Golden Gate Audubon Society

Noreen Weeden, Conservation Project Manager
2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suite G

Berkeley, CA 94702

Grand Canyon Trust

Mary O'Brien, Ph.D., Utah Forests Program Manager
2601 N. Fort Valley Road

Flagstaff, AZ 86001

Grand Canyon Wildlands Council
Kelly Burke, Executive Director
P.O. Box 1594

Flagstaff, AZ 86002



Great Old Broads for Wilderness
Veronica Egan, Executive Director
P.O. Box 2924

Durango, CO 81302

Grey Snow Eagle House
Megan Trope

Rural Route 1 Box 721
Perkins, OK 74059

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary
Keith Bildstein

410 Summer Valley Road
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Helping Our Peninsula’s Environment
David Dilworth

P.O. Box 1495

Carmel, CA 93921

Hilton Head Island Audubon Society
Clem Dietze, Vice President

P.O. Box 6185

Hilton Head Island, SC 29938

Hilton Pond Center for Piedmont Natural History
Bill Hilton

1432 DeVinney Road

York, SC 29745

Houston Audubon Society

Gina Donovan, Executive Director
440 Wilchester Boulevard
Houston, TX 77079

Howard County Bird Club
Ward Ebert, President

5812 Harness Court
Columbia, MD 21044

The Humane Society of the United States
Wayne Pacelle, President and CEO

2100 L Street NW

Washington, DC 20037



Huntington-Oyster Bay Audubon Society
Stella Miller, President

P.O. Box 735

Huntington, NY 11743

Indigenous Youth Foundation

Monique Sonoquie, Cultural Programming
P.O. Box 928

Santa Barbara, CA 93102

Institute for Bird Populations
Rodney Siegel, Executive Director
P.O. Box 1346

Point Reyes Station, CA 94956

Jayhawk Audubon Society
Chuck Herman

P.O. Box 3741

Lawrence, KS 66064

Juniata Valley Audubon Society
Stan Kotala, M.D., Conservation Chair
P.O. Box 148

Hollidaysburg, PA 16648

Kittitas Audubon Society
Gloria Baldi, Co-President
P.O. Box 1443

Ellensburg, WA 98926

Klamath Siskiyou Wildlands Center
George Sexton, Conservation Director
P.O. Box 102

Ashland, OR 97520

Lahontan Audubon Society
Jacque Lowery, President
P.O. Box 2304

Reno, NV 89505

The Lands Council

Mike Petersen, Executive Director
25 W Main, Suite 222

Spokane, WA 99201



Lane County Audubon Society
Debbie Schlenoff

P.O. Box 5086

Eugene OR 97405

Lehigh Valley Audubon Society
Jon Levin, Conservation Chair
P.O. Box 290

Emmaus, PA 18049

Lehigh Gap Nature Center
Dan Kunkle, Executive Director
P.O. Box 198

Slatington, PA 18080

Loon Lake Loon Association
Joan Easley, President
P.O.Box 75

Loon Lake, WA 99148

Loon Preservation Committee

Harry VVogel, Senior Biologist/Executive Director
P.O. Box 604

Moultonborough, NH 03254

Madison Audubon Society

Karen Etter Hale, Executive Secretary
222 S Hamilton Street, Suite 1
Madison, W1 53703

Madrone Audubon Society
Robert Speckels, President
P.O. Box 1911

Santa Rosa, CA 95402

Maricopa Audubon Society

Robert Witzeman, Conservation Chair
4619 East Arcadia Lane

Phoenix, AZ 85018

Marin Audubon Society

Phil Peterson, Co-chair, Conservation Committee
P.O. Box 599

Mill Valley, CA 94942



Maryland Ornithological Society

Kurt Schwarz, Conservation Committee Chair
9045 Dunloggin Court

Ellicott City, MD 21042

Mobile Bay Audubon Society
John L Borom, PhD, President
P.O. Box 483

Fairhope, AL 36533

Monmouth County Audubon Society
Wendy Malmid, Program Chairperson
P.O. Box 542

Red Bank, NJ 07701

Monterey Audubon Society
Blake Matheson, President
1240 Pico Avenue

Pacific Grove, CA 93950

New Hampshire Audubon

Dr. Carol Foss, Director of Conservation
84 Silk Farm Road

Concord, NH 03301

New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
Stephen Capra, Executive Director
PO Box 25464

Albuquerque, NM 87125

New York City Audubon

Glenn Phillips, Executive Director
71 West 23rd Street, Room 1523
New York, NY 10010

North Fork Audubon Society
Diana Van Buren

P.O. Box 973

Mattituck NY 11952

Northcoast Environmental Center
Pete Nichols, Board President

P.O. Box 4259

Arcata, CA 95518



Northeastern Wisconsin Audubon Society
Marty Gallagher, President

PO Box 1

Green Bay, WI 54305

Orange County Audubon Society
Lynn Barber, President

P.O. Box 1286

Pine Bush, NY 12566

Palouse Audubon Society
Terry Gray, President

P.O. Box 3606

Moscow, ID 83843

Physicians for Social Responsibility

Kristen Welker-Hood, ScD MSN RN, Director, Environment and Health Programs
1875 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 1012

Washington, DC 20009

Prairie Dog Pals

Yvonne Boudreaux, President
PO Box 14235

Albuquerque, NM 87191

Preserve Our Wildlife

Larry Boersma, Advocate General
4238 65th Terrace East

Sarasota, FL 34243

Project Gutpile

Anthony Prieto

Santa Barbara, CA

E-mail: projectgutpile@gmail.com

Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility
Karen Schambach, California Field Director

P.O. Box 4057

Georgetown, CA 95634

Rainier Audubon Society

Dan Streiffert, Conservation Chair
P.O. Box 778

Auburn, WA 98071



Raptor Education Group
Marge Gibson

N2160 W Rollwood Road
Antigo, WI 54409

Raptor Services, LLC
Eugene Jacobs

1601 Brown Deer Lane
Stevens Point, WI 54481

Riveredge Bird Club

Noel Cutright, Founder
4458 West Hawthorne Drive
Newburg, WI 53060

Rogue Valley Audubon Society
Pepper Trail

P.O. Box 8597

Medford, OR 97501

Salem Audubon Society

David Harrison, Conservation Chair
189 Liberty Street NE, Suite 202
Salem, OR 97301

Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society
Shani Kleinhaus, Environmental Advocate
McClellan Ranch Park

22221 McClellan Road

Cupertino, CA 95014

Sassafras Audubon Society
Jeff Riegel, President

PO Box 85

Bloomington, IN 47402

Saving Birds Thru Habitat
Kay Charter, Executive Director
5020 N. Putnam Road

P.O. Box 288

Omena, MI 49674

Seminole Audubon Society
Faith Jones, President

P.O. Box 2977

Sanford, FL 32771



Sequoia Audubon Society

Nancy Arbuckle, Conservation Chair
P.O. Box 620292

Woodside, CA 94062

Sierra Club

Deirdre Butler, Wildlife Chair, RMV
P.O. Box 1337

Lyons, CO 80540

South Florida Audubon Society
Doug Young, President

P.O. Box 9644

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33310

Stream Systems
5521 Colorado Drive
Concord, CA 94521

Sycamore Audubon Society
Susan Ulrich, President

P.O. Box 2716

West Lafayette, IN 47996

Taconic Tri-State Audubon Society
William Davis, President

P.O. Box 926

Bennington, VT 05201

Tennessee Ornithological Society
Dick Preston

P.O. Box 22682

Memphis, TN 38122

Teton Raptor Center

Amy Brennan McCarthy, Executive Director
P.O. Box 1805

Wilson, WY 83014

The Trumpeter Swan Society

John Cornely, Ph.D., Executive Director
3 Cliffrose

Littleton, CO 80127



Turkey Vulture Society
Brandon Breen, Vice President
2327 Polksville Road
Oakland, KY 42159

Turtle Island Restoration Network
Todd Steiner, Executive Director

PO Box 370

Forest Knolls, CA 94933

Utah Audubon Council
Christopher Cokinos
4950 Hollow Road
Nibley, UT 84321

Ventana Wilderness Alliance
Mike Splain, Development Director
P.O. Box 506

Santa Cruz, CA 95061

Ventana Wildlife Society

Kelly Sorenson, Executive Director
19045 Portola Drive, Suite F1
Salinas, CA 93908

Virginia Society of Ornithology

Stephen Eccles, Conservation Committee Chair
1230 Viewmont

Evington, VA 24550

Wachiska Audubon Society
Arlys Reitan

4547 Calvert Street, Suite 10
Lincoln, NE 68506

Walden's Puddle Wildlife Rehabilitation and Education Center
Bettina Bowers Schwan, Animal Care Director

P.O. Box 641

Joelton, TN 37080

Western Cuyahoga Audubon Society
Tom Romito, President

4310 Bush Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44109



Western Nebraska Resources Council
Buffalo Bruce

P.O. Box 612

Chadron, NE 69337

Western Wildlife Conservancy

Kirk Robinson, PhD, JD, Executive Director
68 S. Main St., Suite 4

Salt Lake City, UT 84101

White Mountain Conservation League
Dave Holaway, President

P.O. Box 595

Pinetop, AZ 85935

WildEarth Guardians

Nicole Rosmarino, Ph.D., Wildlife Program Director
1536 Wynkoop Street, Suite 301

Denver, CO 80202

Wild Equity Institute
Rose Braz, Chairperson
P.O. Box 191695

San Francisco, CA 94119

Wild Heritage Planners
Jack Eidt, Director

P.O. Box 50260

Los Angeles, CA 90050

Wisconsin Audubon Council
Sarah Stoll, President

222 S Hamilton Street, Suite 1
Madison, W1 53703

Wisconsin Metro Audubon Society
Diane Lembck, President

6492 S. 121st Street

Franklin, WI 53132

Wyoming Outdoor Council

Sophie Osborn, Wildlife Program Manager
262 Lincoln Street

Lander, WY 82520



Zumbro Valley Audubon Society
Joel Dunnette, President

P.O. Box 6244

Rochester, MN 55903



