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One million species face extinction, 
UN says. And humans will suffer as a 
result.  Washington Post

Humans are driving one million 
species to extinction.  Nature



"The most important thing isn't necessarily that we're 
losing…one million species - although that's important, 
don't misunderstand me. The bigger issue is the way it 
will affect human well-being, as we've said many times -
food, water, energy, human health.

We need to link it to human well-being, that's the 
crucial thing. Otherwise we're going to look like a bunch 
of tree-huggers.“

Robert Watson
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services







Indian Country Today  Dec. 26, 2016
San Carlos Apache Tribe, Environmentalists 
Battle Oak Flat Copper Mine Bid

The Oak Flat battle continues 
against Resolution Copper, 
whose plans could heavily 
damage the sacred site.

Oak Flat, a desert landscape 90-
minutes from Phoenix, lies in the

midst of an environmental and economic controversy.

Members of the San Carlos Apache Tribe revere the federally 
owned land as sacred. Environmentalists consider it a sanctuary.



Standing Rock, ND



Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, OR



Diné CARE, Environmental Groups Sue 
Interior Over Navajo Coal Plant

The Navajo grassroots group 
Diné Citizens Against Ruining 
Our Environment (Diné CARE) 
filed the complaint on April 20 
in federal district court in 
Arizona, along with the Western

Environmental Law Center, Sierra Club, Center for Biological 
Diversity and other groups against the U.S. Department of the 
Interior and several other federal agencies. The suit claims that 
Interior failed to adequately consider impacts to air, water, land, 
people and endangered fish when it approved, in July 2015, a 25-
year extension for the 1,540-megawatt plant and thus violated the 
National Environmental Policy Act.

May, 5, 2016



The Center for Biological Diversity has 85 
Active Campaigns With Native Americans 
to Protect Their Land, Health and Culture



Interior Nominee Intervened to Block Report on 
Endangered Species
by Eric Lipton

March 26, 2019

WASHINGTON — After years of effort, 
scientists at the Fish and Wildlife Service 
had a moment of celebration as they 
wrapped up a comprehensive analysis of 
the threat that three widely used 
pesticides present to hundreds of 
endangered species, like the kit fox and 
the seaside sparrow.

Their analysis found that two of the pesticides, malathion and chlorpyrifos, that they 
“jeopardize the continued existence” of more than 1,200 endangered birds, fish and 
other animals and plants, a conclusion that could lead to tighter restrictions on use of 
the chemicals.



The Guardian May 17, 2017

Pesticide that Trump's EPA refused to ban 
blamed for sickening farm workers
Nearly 50 farm workers experienced nausea and vomiting caused by a 
pesticide whose scheduled ban was overturned by Trump administration
by Oliver Milman

Farm workers in California. Large doses of the chlorpyrifos 
chemical can cause convulsions and even death.





The betrayal: How a lawyer, a lobbyist and a 
legislator waged war on an Alabama Superfund 
cleanup
By Steve Mufson

April 24, 2019

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — In autumn of 
2013, a senior executive from a 
powerful coal company and a lawyer 
from one of the state’s most influential 
firms hashed out a strategy for 
avoiding a serious, expensive problem.

The Environmental Protection Agency wanted to clean up toxic 
soil in the 35th Avenue Superfund site in north Birmingham, 
where residents, about 95 percent of them African Americans, 
live in the shadow of massive waste berms, industrial chimneys, 
and the fortresses of steel, coking and cement manufacturing.




