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Bush reckless with pesticides

Polls consistently show Americans
want strong environmental
protections, so it is curious that the
Bush administration continues to
dismantle — albeit quietly —
resource protections even during
the re-election campaign.

The other day the administration
jettisoned pesticide policies aimed
at protecting endangered species.
President George W. Bush’s team
has undermined a number of
environmental safeguards —
including clean air and water
standards, mercury regulations,
wilderness protections — at the
behest of industry. Indeed, many of
Bush’s key environmental
appointees are former industry
lobbyists. Usually the offending
policies are announced quietly,
around holidays and weekends or
during distracting news events.

In the latest case, the White House
made it easier for the government
to approve pesticides used by
farmers and homeowners
regardless of the threat to
endangered species.

The policy essentially removes the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service from
the review — just as the pesticide
industry sought.

Wildlife and fisheries experts will
not be allowed to determine if a
pesticide poses a threat. Only
Environmental Protection Agency
officials — with no wildlife expertise
— could make that assessment.

The EPA has consistently
underestimated the effects various
chemicals would have on species.
A few years ago, when New York
wildlife officials collected 80,000
dead birds for a study of the West
Nile virus, they were surprised to
find most of the birds had been
killed by pesticide poisoning.

American homeowners alone use
some 136 million pounds of
pesticides a year — that’s three
times more per acre than the
average farmer applies. According
to the Center for Biological
Diversity, more than 2 billion pounds
of pesticides are sold in the United
States each year. The chemicals,
flowing off yards and fields, often
end up in rivers, streams, lakes and
bays and pose a threat to frogs,
eagles, salmon, bats, wood storks
and numerous other creatures.
Pesticide can even threaten human
health.

Pesticides, to be sure, have
legitimate uses and are important to
the agricultural industry, particularly

in pest-ridden states such as
Florida. But they must be rigorously
controlled and carefully applied.

The Bush administration, in
contrast, ignores potential threats
and expedites the pesticide
approval process. Does the
president believe this is the kind of
environmental stewardship
Americans want?


