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Rule revised on pesticides
Activists say the change shifts the EPA’s focus from species

survival to pest control

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency will no longer have to seek the
advice of federal wildlife agencies to de-
termine whether approval of a pesticide
might harm plants and animals protected
under the U.S. Endangered Species Act.
The law covers 56 species in Riverside
and San Bernardino counties, including the
mountain yellow-legged frog, whose sur-
vival may be adversely affected by pesti-
cides, according to U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service documents.

Under the new regulations adopted Thurs-
day by the Bush administration and blasted
by activist groups, the EPA will skip con-
sultations normally required under the fed-
eral law and conduct its own review.

The agency can still ask for formal con-
sultation from the Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice if need be.

Agency officials say it's too difficult to
review active ingredients for every pesti-
cide and their impacts on some 1,200 spe-
cies nationwide. The new rules, they say,
will help speed up the approval process
and reserve the most important cases af-
fecting species for review.

"We would in essence work very coop-
eratively and collaboratively to use their
(EPA's) expertise to let us know the im-
pacts," Steve Williams, director of the Fish
and Wildlife Service, said in a teleconfer-
ence. "We see it as a very efficient pro-

cess. EPA's already conducting those re-
views. . . . We don't need that redun-
dancy."

Burleson Smith, director of pest-manage-
ment policy for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, said pesticides are a very nec-
essary tool for farmers, homeowners and
others. In Riverside County, 3.4 million
pounds of pesticides were used in 2002
and San Bernardino County applied
472,000 pounds that year, according to
the California Department of Pesticide
Regulation.

"The new rule," Smith said, "provides a
greater degree of certainty over the avail-
ability."

But environmentalists fear the new rules
will do little to protect species already
struggling for survival.

"This shifts the emphasis from species
survival to making pesticides more avail-
able," said Jeff Miller, spokesman for the
Center for Biological Diversity, which has
an Idyllwild office. "For some species,
even if they're not killed outright, pesti-
cides can slow them down, alter their
development and reduce their food base."

He complained that the agencies rarely
consulted on such cases anyway.

"They have an abysmal record," Miller
said.

Years ago, DDT was banned after it had
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weakened the eggs of bald eagles and
other large birds, which had made those
species nearly become extinct.

In a report issued earlier this week, the
Center for Biological Diversity found that
one-third of the species listed under the
Endangered Species Act, including about
a dozen species in Riverside and San Ber-
nardino counties, could be routinely ex-
posed to pesticides. Most at risk, the
study's authors said, are amphibians and
fish that live in streams into which wind
and runoff can carry pesticides.

The list included the mountain yellow-
legged frog, a tiny amphibian that lives in
the San Bernardino and San Jacinto moun-
tains but is nearing extinction.


