
Citing studies that pesticides used on agri-
cultural land are harming the famed Califor-
nia red-legged frog, an environmental group
sued the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency yesterday.

The Center for Biological Diversity’s suit
accuses the EPA of disregarding the Endan-
gered Species Act by allowing certain pesti-
cides to remain on the market even though
they kill or deform the state’s jumping frog,
thus jeopardizing its very existence.

The federal suit, filed in San Francisco, says
the EPA is breaking the law by not consult-
ing with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
regarding the effects of the EPA’s pesticide
review and registration programs on the frog.

By allowing the continued use of the pesti-
cides, the EPA is failing to implement rea-
sonable and prudent steps to protect the
California red-legged frogs and their habi-
tat, the suit says.

A spokesman for the EPA rejected the alle-
gations yesterday.

“The EPA always considers endangered spe-
cies when registering pesticides,” said Leo
Kay, a spokesman for the EPA’s office in San
Francisco. “We take the steps necessary to
ensure that sensitive animals such as red-
legged frogs receive an added protection
from potential exposure to chemicals.”

The red-legged frog, celebrated in Mark
Twain’s “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of
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Calaveras County,” is listed as threatened
under federal law. The once abundant
croaker has disappeared from nearly three-
quarters of its natural range. Only 10 per-
cent of its original population remains. Only
four regions contain populations number-
ing more than 350.

A year ago, the federal government desig-
nated as critical habitat for the frog 4.14 mil-
lion acres in 28 counties scattered from the
coast to the Sierra Nevada, including 500
miles of streams and rivers.

In the Bay Area, sites include those near
Sears Point in Sonoma and Marin counties,
American Canyon Creek and Sulphur
Springs Creek in Napa and Solano counties,
and Bolinas Lagoon, Point Reyes and
Tomales Bay in Marin County. Others are
the Belvedere Lagoon watershed adjacent
to the Tiburon Peninsula, coastal watersheds
in San Mateo and Santa Cruz counties, North
Fork Feather River watershed in Butte and
Plumas counties and Weber Creek and North
Fork Cosumnes River watersheds in El
Dorado County.

The environmental group is seeking an or-
der compelling the EPA to begin the consul-
tation process, promote conservation pro-
grams for the frogs and stop allowing the
sale of pesticides that harm the frog.

“The EPA is asleep at the switch,” said Brent
Plater, attorney with the Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity, which has offices in the West.
“Ample evidence exists that pesticides are a
contributing factor in the decline of the spe-
cies, yet even the basic requirements of fed-
eral endangered species law have been ig-
nored by the EPA,” Plater said.

In California, Kay responded, the EPA works
“closely with the state Department of Pesti-
cide Registration to map endangered spe-
cies habitats, evaluate potential exposure
risks and develop strategies to reduce those
risks. “

The environmental group cited studies from
the last two years linking pesticides with the
decline of amphibians, a global problem. One
study by the U.S. Geological Survey found
that increased pesticide concentrations in
Pacific tree frogs downwind of San Joaquin
Valley agriculture correlated with a decline
in amphibian numbers in the Sierra. The pes-
ticides included chlorpyrifos and Diazinon,
both widely sprayed for farm and urban uses.

Last year, California scientists published a
study that found that there were fewer red-
legged frogs in their historic habitat when
that land was downwind of croplands.

“The more agricultural land, the less likely
there were to be frogs,” said Carlos
Davidson, assistant professor in environ-
mental studies at California State University
at Sacramento, one of the study’s authors.
The researchers used the amount of agricul-
ture land as a surrogate for pesticide use, he
said.

Currently, Davidson and other scientists
from the University of California at Davis
and the California Academy of Sciences in
San Francisco are examining the state’s pes-
ticide use data to see whether there’s a cor-
relation between the chemicals and the de-
cline.
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