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ENERGY POLICY ACT FACT SHEET 
 
The United States uses a substantial amount of the world’s oil production, primarily 
imported oil, and mostly used for transportation:   
 
The U.S. is responsible for approximately 25% of total world oil consumption. 
 
Approximately 54% of the oil used in the U.S. is imported. 
 
In the U.S., the use of oil for transportation alone exceeds total U.S. domestic production 
by 5.9 million barrels per day.  It is estimated this gap between U.S. domestic oil 
production and oil use for transportation in the U.S. will increase to 12.8 million barrels 
per day by 2020. 
 
By 2010, compliance with the Energy Policy Act would annually save more than four 
times more fuel than drilling for oil in the Artic National Wildlife Refuge could provide: 
 
The Energy Policy Act mandates moving 30% of the U.S. vehicle fleet to alternative fuel 
vehicles by 2010. 
 
Approximately 65% (13 million barrels/day) of the oil used in the U.S. each year is used 
for transportation.1 
 
Compliance would reduce U. S. petroleum consumption by 20% (4 million barrels/day). 
 
Oil drilling the Artic National Wildlife Refuge is projected to supply less than 0.9 million 
barrels/day, even under the most optimistic production scenario, at peak production.2 
 
The use of oil for transportation in the U.S. significantly contributes to Global Warming: 
 
In takes 196,000 pounds of prehistoric plant matter to produce 13 pounds of crude oil.  
From that comes one gallon of gasoline, which produces 5.4 pounds of carbon when 
burned.  In the atmosphere that carbon combines with oxygen to produce 19.8 pounds of 
carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas. 
 
The U.S. contributes approximately 20% of greenhouse gasses globally.  Transportation 
related activities are responsible of a quarter of the greenhouse gases produced annually 
by the U.S. 
 

                                                 
1 Information from Senate Energy Committee, EIA, Annual Energy Outlook 2001; "Potential Oil 
Production from the Coastal Plain of ANWR," - EIA Reserves & Production Division. 
2 U.S. Department of Energy.  2004. Analysis of Oil and Gas Production in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge. 
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In addition to the huge economic costs associated with global warming.  Climate change 
is expected to alter the distribution and abundance of wildlife and result in the potential 
extinction of many species. 
 
Air pollution from vehicles is a major public heath and environmental problem:   
 
Vehicles running on petroleum emit several pollutants including ozone, carbon 
monoxide, nitrogen oxides, sulfur oxides, and particulate matter. 
 
Air pollution from vehicles is linked with numerous harmful affects on human health, 
including respiratory problems, heart and lung diseases, and premature death.  Children, 
the elderly, athletes, and people with compromised immune systems suffer the worst 
health problems associated with poor air quality. 
 
For example, the City and County of San Francisco (where the lawsuit is filed) estimates 
that long-term exposure to air pollution in the four Bay Area Counties may cause an 
additional 208 cases of cancer for every million residents. 
 
Air pollution also significantly harms ecosystems.  For example, ground level ozone is 
associated with reductions of agricultural and commercial forest yields.  Airborne 
nitrogen oxides are one of largest sources of nitrogen pollution in major water bodies, 
including the Chesapeake Bay. 
 
Motor vehicles also emit several hazardous pollutants that EPA classifies as known or 
probably human carcinogens.  Air toxics cause cancer, damage the immune system and 
cause neurological, reproductive, developmental, respiratory, and other health problems.  
EPA estimates that mobile sources of air toxics, such as cars, trucks, and buses, account 
for as much as half of all cancers attributed to outdoor sources of air toxics. 
 
The gasoline additive benzene is a known human carcinogen.  Benzene causes leukemia 
and blood disorders in adults.  Studies also indicate an association between high traffic 
streets with childhood cancer, including leukemia. 
 
Alternative Fuels are Better for Public Health and the Environment: 
 
Displacing petroleum with alternative transportation fuels reduces our dependence on 
imported petroleum, reduces U.S. vulnerability to foreign oil import disruptions, 
decreases emissions of greenhouse gases, pollutants and toxics, and promotes domestic 
economic development. 
 
Alternative fuels have lower carbon fuel-cycles than gasoline and reduce greenhouse 
gases.  Alternative fuels are inherently cleaner than gasoline because they are chemically 
less complex and burn cleaner. 
 

For more information visit www.biologicaldiversity.org/ 


