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PROTECTING OUR OCEAN PLANET

From giant whales, ancient 
turtles, sea otters and manatees; 
to multitudes of fish and 
invertebrate species; to sea-
going birds; to ethereal, 
bioluminescent organisms of 
the deep—the sea’s communities 
boast many of the most 
extraordinary and little-
understood life forms on Earth.

OVERBURDENED OCEANS

Our oceans have long been 
treated as an inexhaustible 
resource, infinitely deep, 
wide, and bountiful.  But 
this philosophy has resulted 
in large-scale exploitation 
of ocean ecosystems through 
commercial fishing, shipping, oil 
drilling, pollution, and coastal 
development.

As a result, ocean-dependent 
plants and animals are dying 
off at a shocking pace.  Many 
marine animals—including the 

Puget Sound killer 
whale, Pacific 
leatherback sea 
turtle, Hawaiian 

monk seal, and North Pacific 
right whale—are among the most 
endangered animals on Earth.

OUR OCEANS PROGRAM

The Center for Biological 
Diversity’s Oceans Program has 
taken broad action to protect 

Tidepools, estuaries, deltas, coral reefs, sea grass meadows, beaches and 
underwater kelp forests: the diverse habitat associated with 

our oceans nurtures an astounding variety of life.

 Oceans cover nearly 
three-quarters of the 
globe. 

UNEXPLORED 
DEPTHS OF LIFE

 Their depths, still 
largely unexplored, 
comprise more than 
95 percent of the 
biosphere.

 The seas produce a 
third of the oxygen that 
supports life on Earth 
and moderates global 
climate change.  

 In many parts of the  
 world, marine animals
 provide more than half  
 the animal protein in  
 human diets.

 

ocean ecosystems in U.S. and 
international waters.  Through 
research, advocacy, industry 
oversight, and enforcement 
of environmental laws, we 
are working to establish vital 
protections for marine species 
and habitat from the Gulf of 
California to Alaska’s Arctic 
Circle, and from the Hawaiian 
archipelago to the Caribbean to 
the shores of Japan.



Drift gillnet, set-gillnet, and 
longline fishing are destructive 
practices that result in the 
unintentional capture, harm, 
or even kill of thousands of sea 
turtles and other marine animals 
by commercial fleets annually.

The Center’s efforts have 
led to the shutdown of several 
harmful fisheries along the 
California coast and stretching 
far into the waters off California 
and Hawaii—protecting highly 
endangered leatherback and 
loggerhead sea turtles, monk 
seals, sea otters, porpoises, 
whales and other marine animals.  

The Center’s Oceans Program 
has also challenged Arctic oil 
drilling that would threaten 
polar bears; halted seismic 
testing off the coast of the Baja 
peninsula known to injure and 
kill whales; and challenged U.S. 
Defense Department plans to 
relocate a heliport facility over a 
delicate coral reef on the island 
of Okinawa—habitat to the 
endangered Okinawa dugong, a 
relative of the manatee.

PIONEERING SCIENCE 

As a new facet of our Oceans 
Program, the Center has begun 
conducting assessments to analyze 
the quality of biodiversity in key 
marine eco-regions, including 
Puget Sound and the Bering Sea.

The Center’s groundbreaking 
population modeling of the Puget 
Sound killer whale demonstrated 
that the population may go 
extinct in as little as 30 years, 

ENFORCING LAWS 

The first line of defense 
for declining marine animals 
is protection under the 
Endangered Species Act or 
Marine Mammal Protection Act.  

Under the latter of these 
two laws, the Center has won 
depleted listings for the Cook 
Inlet beluga whale and Prince 
William Sound killer whale.  
Under the first, we have won 
endangered listings for the Palau 
dugong and the white abalone, 
the first marine invertebrate 
protected under the Endangered 
Species Act.

We also secured one of 
the largest ever designations 
of critical habitat under the 
Endangered Species Act—26 
million acres—for two Alaska sea 
ducks, the Stellar’s and spectacled 
eiders.

The Center is working 
diligently to win protected status 
and habitat for a host of other 
species under the Endangered 
Species Act, including the Puget 
Sound killer whale, Aleutian 
sea otter, Cherry Point herring, 
green sturgeon, Atlantic white 
marlin, yellow-billed loon, 
Kittlitz’s murrelet and three 
species of Carribean coral.

WATCHING OVER INDUSTRY

The Center also acts as a  
watchdog group to make sure 
protected marine animals are not 
illegally harmed by industry and 
government activities.

fueling our persistent efforts to 
protect the whales.

Our whale research has also 
won international recognition, 
earning the Center invitations 
to International Whaling 
Commission meetings in Rome, 
Japan, and Berlin—where we have 
influenced progressive shifts in 
the Commission’s agenda.

INTERNATIONAL 
ADVOCACY

Increasingly, the Center’s 
Oceans Program is reaching out 
in broad coalitions to protect 
marine life around the globe.  
We have worked with Okinawan 
conservationists, scientists 
and villagers to protect a local 
coral reef and its resident, the 
endangered dugong.    

We have worked to influence 
management of the Colorado 
River to restore the river’s 
wetlands delta in Mexico and the 
Gulf of California, and helped 
fund a Biosphere Reserve to 
protect the gulf and neighboring 
riparian and marsh habitat.

We have co-led a coalition 
calling upon the United Nations 
to issue an international ban on 
longline fishing in the Pacific 
Ocean to prevent the extinction 
of the Pacific leatherback sea 
turtle and numerous species of 
albatross.  And we have extended 
our campaign to protect albatross 
and other marine animals all the 
way to the waters of Antartica, 
where we recently blocked a 
harmful Patagonian toothfishery.


