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Dear Member,

There is murder taking place on the high seas.

I’m not talking about the latest pirate movie. I’m talking about the beautiful
creatures that depend on the Earth’s oceans for life. They are being driven to extinction
as the oceans are being killed by thoughtless human behavior.

Some marine fish are virtually disappearing . . . those that remain are being
poisoned by mercury and other pollutants . . . coral reefs are crumbling . . . massive dead
zones are cropping up all around the world, utterly devoid of life. 

But the oceans also have a staunch ally in the Center for Biological Diversity.
Despite overwhelming odds, we are making substantial progress in reversing the damage
and preventing species extinction. 

It’s critical that we step up our efforts in 2007 because there is no time to lose.
That’s why I’m asking for your support today. After you read this special report, I hope
you’ll be inspired to send a generous gift to strengthen the Center and sustain our
Oceans Program. 

As you read the summary of our efforts that I’ve prepared for you below, I’d like
you to keep two things in mind about the way the Center achieves victories for the wild:

First, the Center works for protection of a species by carefully choosing a point
of attack where we can force changes to be made. When we realized that overfishing is a
threat to sea turtles, we got the most abusive fisheries closed. To protect the sea otter,
we’re blocking oil drilling off the coast of Alaska. To protect coral, we’re fighting
pollution in Florida. One by one, these targeted campaigns add up to collective progress.

Second, we never give up. Once we’ve found a way in, no amount of foot-
dragging by government agencies or bullying by industry will undermine our resolve.

With this highly effective approach in mind, let me share with you the highlights
of our work so far on behalf of the Earth’s oceans, and the challenges ahead.

1. Protecting Imperiled Marine Species under the Endangered Species Act

The Endangered Species Act, our most powerful tool for protecting creatures on
land, is also our best tool for saving ocean species. In fact, every marine mammal,
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seabird, marine invertebrate, and marine plant formally listed under the Act in the last
decade has been able to win those protections only because of actions spearheaded by
the Center.

Thanks to your past support, for example, we succeeded in getting the killer
whales of Puget Sound listed as endangered, as well as sea otters in the Aluetian Islands.
But the sea otters still need our help. The U.S. government has failed to define the
critical habitat required for the otter’s survival and recovery. Without habitat protection,
listing as endangered is far from adequate, so the Center has filed a lawsuit to demand
a decision. 

Like the sea otter, the North Pacific right whale is also listed as endangered but
is not yet safe. The Bush administration is pushing for new oil drilling in the Bering Sea,
claiming with a straight face that drilling would not degrade the whale’s critical habitat.

As you can see, even when we win we need to keep fighting. That’s why your
support of the Center today is essential. And no action we’re taking right now
underscores the need for your help more than the beluga whales of Cook Inlet, Alaska. 

This unique population of beluga whales lives in the increasingly industrialized
waters near Anchorage, Alaska and has declined from 1,300 whales in the 1980s to
fewer than 300 today. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has proposed
listing it as an endangered species, but has yet to decide. So the efforts we’re making
right now to win protections for this beleaguered species really matter!

2. Protecting coral reefs

Coral reefs are thought to be the “rain forests of the oceans,” creating a safe
harbor for almost a third of all known ocean species. They are also living creatures in
and of themselves. But they are dying at an alarming pace.

An estimated 30% of coral reefs are already severely degraded by overfishing,
coastal development, and bleaching caused by rising sea temperatures. Our point of
attack for this crisis is Florida and the Caribbean, where elkhorn and staghorn coral ⎯
once the dominant reef-building corals of the region, and which give exotic destinations
like Key West their special character ⎯ have declined as much as 90%.

In 2006, we won a major victory when the NMFS ⎯ in direct response to the
Center’s advocacy ⎯ listed these two species as “threatened.” Except that, once again,
the listing alone is not enough to protect them. And once again, we’re not backing down.

In 2007, we are working to ensure the designation of critical habitat. If history
is a precedent, litigation may be required to force the government to take action. We also
plan to use the coral’s new protected status to compel protective regulations and
improved management of fisheries operating in coral ecosystems. With your support,
what we learn through our actions in Florida and the Caribbean can be applied
elsewhere.



3. Greenhouse gases in the ocean ⎯ the other C02 problem

We tend to think that greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide are an air quality
problem. But 50% of carbon dioxide pollution from human activities is absorbed by the
oceans, with potentially devastating consequences for marine biodiversity. Species such
as crab, starfish and plankton ⎯ the basis of the ocean food web ⎯ will have difficulty
building their protective shells in more acidic water.

The Center is taking a novel approach to bring attention to this looming crisis. We
have petitioned the State of California to list all ocean waters under its jurisdiction as
“impaired” under the Clean Water Act. Under this Act, each state must keep a list of
water bodies not meeting water quality standards, and set limits on the input of pollutants.

If we win, we will then need to monitor the state’s actions to ensure that the steps
required of them are actually taken. And, if we’re successful, we will roll this strategy out
to other coastal states. Your continuing support will be critical on both counts.

4. Penguin Protection Campaign

Overfishing and abnormally warm ocean temperatures have wreaked havoc on
penguin food availability. Many penguin species also face threats from oil spills and
marine pollution. This has led to population declines in species ranging from southern
rockhopper and Humboldt penguins of South America to emperor penguins in Antarctica. 

In 2006, the Center filed a petition requesting that 12 species of penguins be
added to the list of threatened and endangered species under the Endangered Species Act.
But, no surprise, the administration missed the deadline to respond.

The Center is pursuing legal action to ensure that prompt action is taken to protect
these species. We will continue to use each step in the administrative and legal process as
an opportunity to educate the public and decision makers about the climate crisis and the
poor management of our oceans.

In addition, we are seeking reform in fisheries management. The Bush
Administration is proposing to expand the U.S. fishing fleet for krill in the waters off
Antarctica, but they are ignoring the well-documented decline of krill stocks –– and of
the penguins that feed on krill. We need your help today to challenge this proposal!

5. Advocating for Sustainable Fisheries 

Most of the already-observed changes in the ocean as well as the most immediate
threats to marine species are the result of unsustainable fisheries. So it stands to reason
that better regulated industrial fisheries is the most significant short-term action we can
undertake to protect and restore ocean species and ecosystems.

The Center’s efforts are focused on harmful practices that threaten imperiled
species such as the critically endangered leatherback sea turtle. The turtles are often
needlessly killed as “bycatch,” swept up by massive fishing vessels.



Our efforts have led to the total closure of the two most destructive California-
based fisheries, seasonal restrictions on another, and reforms and/or closures of fisheries
off Hawaii, the East Coast, and even Antarctica. Each of these victories required several
years of effort, including litigation.

Unfortunately, under the Bush administration, no environmental victory is secure.
Last year they proposed to reopen California waters to deadly longlines and drift-gillnets.
We fought them off, but they will try again. With your help, we’ll be ready.

6. Protecting Marine Mammals

All marine mammals are, at least in theory, protected under the Marine Mammal
Protection Act, while the most imperiled are –– or should be –– protected under the
Endangered Species Act. The Center enforces both laws to their fullest potential.

Current activities include mounting a legal opposition to damaging oil and gas
leasing activities in the Bering Sea and preventing lethal sonar exploration and seismic
research along the California, Florida, and Alaska coasts to the Gulf of Mexico.

In addition, the Center is a key player in a Take Reduction Plan that provides the
first regulatory basis for reducing marine mammal bycatch from longline fisheries
operating anywhere in the world’s oceans. Your continuing support allows us to participate
in this groundbreaking, collaborative work to protect marine mammals.

Give today to strengthen our winning strategies 

If you were to look at the full scope of threats faced by the oceans, you might think
the problems are too big to be solved. So we don’t think that way. Instead, we look for
places where good decisions can reverse bad management. And that strategy is working
very well. We’ve curbed overfishing in some places, reduced pollution in others. We’ve
protected numerous species already and have our sights set on several more. 

Every victory has lasting impact, and the cumulative effect is something wondrous
to behold. This is how we are changing the planet together. I hope you can help again today.

Sincerely,

Michael Finkelstein
Executive Director

P.S. I know this letter is alarming. But it’s true. Hundreds of dolphins and other marine
mammals will be killed today, drowned in fishing gear not meant for them. The
Center is helping to reduce the carnage by enforcing the Marine Mammal Protection
Act. It’s just one of many ways we can protect ocean species with your help. Please
support the Center and our Oceans Campaign today.
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