
SOUTH PACIFIC BIRDS 
 
The Center is working to provide Endangered Species Act protection for scores of the 
world’s most imperiled bird species. Endangered Species Act listing petitions were 
submitted in 1980 and 1991 for 73 international imperiled bird species, including these 
South Pacific birds. After decades of inaction, the Center filed suit against the Fish and 
Wildlife Service in 2003. As a result of that lawsuit, in May of 2004 the Service 
determined that the long-legged thicketbird may be extinct and no longer warrants listing, 
and that the other South Pacific birds continue to warrant ESA listing, but are precluded 
from listing. In February 2006, after continued failure to list these vanishing species, the 
Center filed notice of intent to sue the Service for failing to provide protection for these 
South Pacific birds and 48 other imperiled candidate bird species. 
 
Marquesan imperial-pigeon (Ducula galeata) - Marquesas Islands 
 

The Marquesan imperial-pigeon is endemic to Nuku Hiva in the Marquesas Islands, 
French Polynesia. This pigeon is restricted to remote wooded valleys on the west and 
north sides of the island. It is also seen in secondary forest and at the edge of banana and 
orange plantations. The Marquesan imperial-pigeon is categorized as Critically 
Endangered in the 2002 IUCN Red List because it has a very small population on one 
tiny island. Illegal hunting is the main threat, and the pigeon’s habitat has been modified 
and degraded by introduced vegetation and grazing from feral livestock. In 1975, the 
population was estimated at 200-400 birds. In 1998, when a minimum of 85 birds were 
seen, the population was estimated at about 250 birds. The Marquesan imperial-pigeon 
persists in several areas that are difficult for hunters and introduced grazers to access, and 
that have not been colonized by rats. 
 
Uvea parakeet (Eunymphicus uvaensis) - New Caledonia 
 

The Uvea parakeet is restricted to Uvea, New Caledonia. It is found primarily in forest 
habitat dominated by Agathis - Araucaria and general woodlands, where it feeds on 
berries, flowers and seeds. The Uvea parakeet is restricted to areas of old-growth forest 
with nesting holes, but highest numbers occur close to gardens with papayas. 
 
Early population estimates were alarmingly low for the Uvea parakeet, of only 70-90 
birds and a declining population. Later surveys yielded estimates of approximately 600 
birds in 1993 and 750 birds in 1998. The Uvea parakeet is classified as Endangered in the 
2002 IUCN Red List because it occurs in a very small, declining area of forest on one 
small island. It was listed in Appendix I of CITES in July 2000, and had been previously 
listed in Appendix II. Habitat destruction in the last 30 years has caused a 30-50 percent 
decline in primary forest. Threats also include an ongoing illicit pet trade, mostly for the 
domestic market. Nesting holes are cut open to extract nestlings, which make the nests 
unsuitable for future breeding. The lack of nesting sites is believed to be a limiting factor 
for the species. Juveniles may be taken by predators such as the native brown goshawk. 
Introductions to the adjacent island of Lifou in 1925 and 1963 failed, possibly due to the 
presence of ship and Norwegian rats. 
 



A recovery plan for the Uvea parakeet was prepared for 1997-2002, which included 
strong local participation in population and habitat monitoring. The Uvea parakeet is 
becoming well known and celebrated as an island emblem. Illegal trade is being 
successfully addressed by increased awareness and law enforcement. A captive-breeding 
program was initiated in 1998 to restock the south of Uvea. Measures are being taken to 
control predators and prevent colonization by rats. Current population numbers are 
increasing, but any relaxation of current conservation efforts or introduction of rats could 
lead to a rapid decline of the species. 
 
Eiao Polynesian warbler (Acrocephalus caffer aquilonis) - Marquesas Islands 
 

The Eiao Polynesian warbler is restricted to dry forest on Eiao Island in the Marquesas 
Islands. Other related warblers occupy a variety of habitats with trees or tall bushes, 
ranging from cultivated areas to dense forests. By 1960 only scraps of woodland 
remained on Eiao, and after many years of grazing by introduced sheep and pigs, it was 
described as being a barren desert of rock and orange clay. The Eiao Polynesian warbler 
was apparently common in 1922, when the Whitney South Sea Expedition collected a 
number of specimens. Three more individuals were collected in 2 days in 1929, and it 
was still present in small numbers in 1968. The population in 1987 was estimated at 100-
200 birds. Threats include alien invasive mammals and predators and a lack of 
regeneration of habitat. 
 
Long-legged thicketbird (Trichocichla rufa) – Fiji 
 

The long-legged thicketbird was endemic to Viti Levu and Vanua Levu on Fiji. The 
thicketbird was secretive and foraged on the ground beneath dense vegetation in 
rainforests. This species is known from very few specimens and has been considered to 
be extinct. Observations from 1967, 1973, 1991, and more recently remain unconfirmed. 
Predation by introduced mongooses, possibly cats, and black rats may be threats. The 
long-legged thicketbird is categorized as data deficient by the IUCN, however, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service concluded that the best available scientific and commercial 
information indicates that this species is extinct. 
 
Ghizo white-eye (Zosterops luteirostris) - Solomon Islands 
 

The Ghizo white-eye is endemic to Ghizo in the Solomon Islands. White-eyes are locally 
common in the remaining tall or old-growth forests on Ghizo and less common in scrub 
close to large trees and in plantations, although it is not known whether these two habitats 
support sustainable breeding populations. The Ghizo white-eye is classified as 
Endangered in the 2002 IUCN Red List because of its small population that is presumed 
to be declining because of habitat loss. The population estimate for the white-eye is 250-
999 birds with a decreasing population trend. The very tall old-growth forest on Ghizo is 
still under some threat from clearance for timber for local use, firewood, and gardens, and 
the areas of other secondary growth, which are sub-optimal habitats for this species, are 
under considerable threat from clearance for agricultural land. 
 



Lord Howe pied currawong (Strepera graculina crissalis) - New South Wales 
 

The Lord Howe Island subspecies of the pied currawong is endemic to the Lord Howe 
Island group in New South Wales, Australia. The highest densities of nests are located on 
the slopes of Mt. Gower and in the Erskine Valley, with smaller numbers on the lower 
land to the north. This pied currawong is highly mobile, and birds can be found anywhere 
on the island as well as on offshore islands, such as the Admiralty Group. Territories of 
the pied currawongs include a section of stream or gully that is lined by tall timber. Lord 
Howe pied currawongs feed on dead rats, possibly chase and kill live ones, and have also 
been recorded taking seabird chicks, poultry, and the chicks of the Lord Howe woodhen 
and white terns, as well as fruits and seeds. Local residents sometimes kill currawongs 
that have attacked poultry, woodhens, or terns, but the effect of this killing on the overall 
population is unknown. The Lord Howe pied currawong is listed as Endangered on the 
schedules of the New South Wales Threatened Species Conservation Act because the 
subspecies is limited in range, only occurring on Lord Howe Island. In the 2000 Action 
Plan for Australian Birds, the population was estimated at approximately 80 mature birds. 
The agency responsible for the conservation of this species is the New South Wales 
National Parks and Wildlife Service. 
 
Fiji petrel (Pterodroma macgillivrayi) – Fiji 
 

The Fiji petrel is a marine and presumably pelagic bird. It was originally known from just 
one specimen collected in 1855 on Gau Island and more recently from eight records of 
sightings on the island since 1983. The only other record is a reported sighting at sea over 
200 km north of Gau. The Fiji petrel’s breeding grounds have yet to be discovered, but 
may be located in areas of undisturbed mature forest or on rocky, mountainous ground. 
The Fiji petrel is classified as Critically Endangered by the IUCN because it is presumed, 
given the paucity of recent records, that there is only a tiny population confined to an 
extremely small breeding area. The population is estimated at fewer than 50 birds and is 
assumed to be declining because of predation by cats, which may threaten its long-term 
survival. However, very little is known about the species. It is protected under Fijian law, 
and priorities for the species include conducting surveys on Gau and other suitable 
islands and reinforcing existing community awareness. 
 
Heinroth’s shearwater (Puffinus heinrothi) - Bismarck Archipelago, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands 
 

The Heinroth’s shearwater is known from the Bismarck Archipelago and around 
Bougainville in Papua New Guinea and Kolombangara in the Solomon Islands. It is a 
marine and presumably pelagic bird. Heinroth’s shearwaters likely breed on high, 
inaccessible mountains, where introduced rats, cats and dogs are potential threats. The 
Heinroth’s shearwater is categorized as Vulnerable by the IUCN on the basis that there 
may be a very small population and breeding range. The population estimate for this 
species is 250-999 birds with an unknown population trend. 


