
December 14, 2010 
 
Secretary Ken Salazar 
Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Dear Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar, 
 
As conservation scientists, we are writing to urge you to maintain a definition of 
endangered under the Endangered Species Act that provides needed protections to 
species at risk of extinction in the foreseeable future.  In response to litigation over the 
listing status of the polar bear, the government is arguing that only species facing an 
“imminent” danger of extinction can be listed as endangered.  This narrow definition is 
contrary to language of the Endangered Species Act, inconsistent with the current list of 
threatened and endangered species, and will limit protections for species known to be at 
risk of extinction. 
 
The Endangered Species Act defines an endangered species as “any species which is 
in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range,” and a 
threatened species as “any species which is likely to become an endangered species 
within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range.”  
Nowhere does this definition set or imply the higher bar that the risk of extinction must 
be “imminent” for a species to qualify for endangered status.  While imminence of 
extinction is one factor in determining whether a species is best classified as 
“threatened,” or “endangered,” it is not the only factor, and we believe it is wrong to 
argue that a species may never be listed as “endangered,” absent a showing that 
extinction is imminent.   
 
Any species that is in danger of extinction properly qualifies as “endangered.”  For 
example, the critically imperiled yet long-lived North Atlantic right whale is properly 
classified as “endangered,” even though actual extinction under current trends is likely 
many decades away.  Requiring extinction to be “imminent” prior to listing a species like 
the North Atlantic right whale as “endangered” will result in many such species being 
denied “endangered” status until they are already committed to extinction, a result clearly 
at odds with the intent and purpose of the Endangered Species Act.   
 
Of the more than 1300 species protected under the Endangered Species Act, 1079 are 
listed as endangered rather than threatened.   Although all of these species are known to 
be at risk of extinction and in many cases great risk, a portion of these species likely do 
not face an imminent risk of extinction.  Indeed, a number of species protected as 
endangered in recent years were determined to not face imminent threats.  The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service maintains a list of species that are candidates for protection under 
the Act, each of which are given a “listing priority number” based on the imminence and 
magnitude of threat.  A number of these candidates with priority numbers reflecting non-



imminent threats have been given endangered status, including most recently two species 
of fish—the Cumberland darter and laurel dace.   
 
Endangered status provides species with the Act’s full protection in contrast to threatened 
status which provides a more restricted suite of protections. We believe that if 
endangered status is limited to those species facing an “imminent” risk of extinction it 
will unnecessarily limit protections for many species at risk of extinction.  Such a 
limitation is not in the interest of species conservation and is thus out of step with the 
fundamental purposes of the Endangered Species Act.   
 
Sincerely,   
 
 
Ms. Collette Adkins Giese 
University of Minnesota 
Blaine, MN 
 
Mr. Collin Ahrens 
University of Connecticut 
Stafford Springs, CT 
 
Ms. Loren Albert 
University of Arizona 
Tucson, AZ 
 
Dr. Richard Alward 
Aridlands Natural Resource Consulting 
Grand Junction, CO 
 
Ms. Heather Axen 
University of Vermont 
Burlington, VT 
 
Mr. Jeffrey Beane, BS 
NC State Museum of Natural Sciences 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Mr. Gordon Becker 
CEMAR 
Oakland, CA 
 
Dr. Tiffany Bensen 
University of Mississippi 
University, MS 
 
Ms. Lorelle Berkeley 



University of Minnesota 
Saint Paul, MN 
 
Dr. Michael Black 
Georgia State University 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Mr. Brock Blevins 
IUCN 
Silver Spring, MD 
 
Ms. Judith Block, MS 
National Zoological Park (retired) 
Washington, DC 
 
Ms. Julia Bond 
Indiana University 
Bloomington, IN 
 
Ms. Monica Bond, MS 
Wild Nature Institute 
Norwich, VT 
 
Ms. Tracy Borneman 
North Carolina State University 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Mr. Alvin Braswell, MS 
N.C. State Museum of Natural Sciences 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Dr. Clait Braun 
Grouse Inc. 
Tucson, AZ 
 
Dr. Daniel Brumbaugh, PhD 
University of California, Santa Cruz 
Santa Cruz, CA 
 
Ms. Patricia Butler 
Michigan Technologial University 
Houghton, MI 
 
Dr. Angelo Capparella 
Illinois State University 
Normal, IL 



Mr. Heath Nicolas Carey, MS 
Terra Mater Solutions; Bioroot Energy; Inspector Planet; Univers 
Missoula, MT 
 
Dr. Sarah Carr 
NatureServe 
Arlington, VA 
 
Mr. Gilbert Chase, MS 
Retired 
Northboro, MA 
 
Ms. Allissa Corrow, MS 
Government Agency 
Missoula, MT 
 
Dr. Vanessa Couldridge 
University of the Western Cape 
Cape Town, ot 
ZA 
 
Dr. Patrick Crist 
Broomfield, CO 
 
Mr. Matt Cummings 
Denver, CO 
 
Ms. Tierra Curry, MS 
Center for Biological Diversity 
Flagstaff, AZ 
 
Dr. Francesca Cuthbert 
U Minnesota 
St. Paul, MN 
 
Mr. James Des Lauriers 
Chaffey Community College 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 
 
Dr. Desiree Di Mauro 
VA Tech, NVCC 
Vienna, VA 
 
Ms. Ashley Dickinson 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
Charlotte, NC 



Mr. Robert Dix 
Anne Arundel Public schools 
Kensington, MD 
 
Mr. Michael Farber, BS 
Northern Michigan University 
Marquette, MI 
 
Dr. Emily Farrer 
UC Berkeley 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Dr. Thomas Fleischner 
Prescott College 
Prescott, AZ 
 
Ms. Brenna Forester 
Western Washington University 
Bellingham, WA 
 
Ms. Monica Fowlds 
Fresno, CA 
 
Dr. Barbara Frase 
Bradley University 
Peoria, IL 
 
Mr. John Gerwin, MS 
North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Mr. Thomas Giesen 
Citizens for Public Resources 
Lorane, OR 
 
Ms. Denise Giles-Johnson 
Institute for Applied Ecology 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Mr. Cody Gillin 
Western Washington University 
Belligham, WA 
 
Dr. Karen Giroux, PhD 
NC Museum of Natural Sciences 
Raleigh, NC 



Dr. Nathan Gregory 
Princeton University 
Plainsboro, NJ 
 
Dr. Suzanne  Griffin 
NPS 
Port angeles, WA 
 
Mr. Christopher Grouios, MS 
Society for Conservation Biology, Toronto Chapter 
Toronto, ON 
 
Mr. Travis Haas 
Tulane University 
New Orleans, LA 
 
Dr. Charles Halpern 
Univ. of Washington 
Seattle, WA 
 
Mr. Neal Halstead 
University of South Florida 
Tampa, FL 
 
Mr. Christopher Hansen, MS Candidate 
University of Northern British Columbia 
Morganton, GA 
 
Dr. Stevens Heckscher 
Natural Lands Trust, Inc. 
Bryn Mawr , PA 
 
Mr. Colin Henderson 
T.Y. Lin International 
Palmetto Bay, FL 
 
Dr. Laura Henry-Stone 
Washington and Lee University 
Glasgow, VA 
 
Mr. Timothy Herman, MS 
Toledo Zoological Society 
Toledo, OH 
 
Dr. Bob  Herrington, PhD 
Georgia Southwestern State University 



Americus, GA 
 
Mr. Bill Hilton Jr. 
Hilton Pond Center for Piedmont Natural History 
York, SC 
 
Dr. Karen Holl 
University of California, Santa Cruz 
Santa Cruz, CA 
 
Dr. Thomas Ihde 
Versar, Inc.  
Lusby, MD 
 
Mr. Frank Insana 
Desert Botanical Garden 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
Mr. Lee Jackson, BS 
National Mississippi River Museum 
Dubuque, IA 
 
Ms. Jo-Ann Jennier, MS 
University of Arkansas at Monticello 
Mena, AR 
 
Dr. Kris Johnson 
University of Minnesota 
St. Paul, MN 
 
Dr. Stephen Johnson 
freelance ecologist 
Pella, IA 
 
Mr. Darren Kavanagh 
Bow, WA 
 
Dr. Thomas Kaye 
Institute for Applied Ecology 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Dr. Cynthia  Kicklighter 
Goucher College 
Towson, MD 
 
Ms. Vivian Kimball 



Antioch University New England 
Westborough, MA 
 
Dr. Jason Koontz 
Augustana College (IL) 
Rock Island, IL 
 
Dr. Rebecca Kraimer 
Consultant 
Las Cruces, NM 
 
Mr. Drew Kramer 
University of Georgia 
Athens, GA 
 
Dr. Margaret Kuchenreuther 
University of Minnesota, Morris 
Morris, MN 
 
Dr. Terri Lacourse 
University of Victoria 
Victoria, BC 
 
Ms. Amanda Lee 
Seattle, WA 
 
Dr. Christopher Lepczyk, PhD 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
Honolulu, HI 
 
Ms. Carolyn Livensperger, BS 
Mountain Studies Institute 
Durango, CO 
 
Ms. Jennifer Loda 
Lewis & Clark Law School 
Portland, OR 
 
Dr. Travis Longcore 
UCLA 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Mr. Michael Lough-Stevens, BS 
University of California, Berkeley 
San Carlos, CA 
 



Dr. Thomas E. Lovejoy 
George Mason University 
Fairfax, VA 
 
Dr. Marilyn Loveless 
The College of Wooster 
Wooster, OH 
 
Dr. Kathryn Lowrey 
Jefferson Community & Technical College 
Louisville, KY 
 
Mr. Kevin Lunde 
University of California Berkeley 
Oakland, CA 
 
Dr. Malcolm MacPherson, PhD 
Retired 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
Dr. Krisztian Magori 
University of Georgia 
Athens, GA 
 
Dr. Debora Mann 
Millsaps College 
Jackson, MS 
 
Ms. Kirti Mathura, BS 
Desert Botanical Garden 
Chandler, AZ 
 
Ms. Caitlin McCoy 
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins, CO 
 
Mr. Scott McMahon, MS 
Desert Botanical Garden 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
Dr. Joseph R Mendelson III 
Zoo Atlanta 
Atlanta, GA 
 
Mr. Vince Mendieta 
Texas A&M University 



Austin, TX 
 
Dr. Douglas Miller 
Penn State University 
University Park, PA 
 
Mr. Marc Myers 
SUNY Stony Brook 
Hawley, PA 
 
Dr. Andrew Nelson 
retired 
Oswego, NY 
 
Ms. Rachel Newton 
Institute for Applied Ecology 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Dr. Lawrence Oates 
UW Madison 
Verona, WI 
 
Ms. Jill Olin 
Great Lakes Institute for Environmental Research 
Windsor, ON 
 
Ms. Sheryn Olson 
University of Maine 
Orono, ME 
 
Dr. Annette Olson 
Oregon State University, Asst. Prof. (Courtesy) 
Seattle, WA 
 
Mr. Christopher Papouchis 
Independent consultant 
Sacramento, CA 
 
Mr. David Parsons 
The Rewilding Institute 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
Mr. Alexander Patterson 
Cranston, RI 
 
Ms. Eleni Petrou 



University of Washington 
Seattle, WA 
 
Mr. Mike Phillips 
Turner Endangered Species Fund 
Bozeman, MT 
 
Ms. Barret Phillips 
University of Southern California 
Long Beach, CA 
 
Ms. Jessica Pratt 
University of CA, Irvine 
Irvine, CA 
 
Dr. Joshua Rapp 
Wake Forest University 
Winston Salem, NC 
 
Mr. Chris Roche 
Villanova University 
Reading, PA 
 
Dr. Javier Rodriguez 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, NV 
 
Dr. James Roper, PhD 
UFPR 
Appling, GA 
 
Dr. Jonathan Rosenfield 
The Bay Institute 
Berkeley, CA 
 
Mr. Ricghard Rosevear, BS 
Lehigh Valley Zoo 
Schnecksville, PA 
 
Mr. Matthew Rubino 
North Carolina State University Dept. of Biology 
Raleigh, NC 
 
Dr. Loren C. Sackett 
University of Colorado 
Boulder, CO 



 
Dr. Nicanor Saliendra 
UMBC 
Catonsville, MD 
Dr. Melissa  Savage 
The Four Corners Institute 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
Mr. Woody Search 
Thomas University 
Thomasville, GA 
 
Ms. Laura Shappell, MS 
Rutgers University 
New Jersey, NJ 
 
Ms. Jane Shevtsov 
University of Georgia 
Valley Village, CA 
 
Mr. Steve Shippee 
Emerald Coast Wildlife Refuge 
Mary Esther, FL 
 
Ms. Marta Shocket 
Indiana University 
Bloomington, IN 
 
Dr. Marcia Shofner 
University of Maryland 
College Park, MD 
 
Ms. Margaret Simon 
University of California- Riverside 
Riverside, CA 
 
Dr. Joel Snodgrass, PhD 
Towson University 
Towson, MD 
 
Ms. Nicole Soltis 
UC Berkeley 
Somerville, MA 
 
Ms. Dina Soltow, BS 
Humboldt State University 



Arcata, CA 
 
Ms. Hannah Specht 
UWisconsin-Madison 
Madison, WI 
 
Dr. Amanda Stanley 
Institute for Applied Ecology 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Mr. Jake Stanton 
UMass Boston 
Kingsotn, MA 
 
Mr. Joseph Stewart 
CDFG 
Santa Cruz, CA 
 
Dr. Christina Swanson 
The Bay Institute 
San Rafael, CA 
 
Dr. Lee Talbot 
George Mason University 
McLean, VA 
 
Dr. Brian Tavernia 
University of Missouri 
Shoreview, MN 
 
Ms. Valorie Titus, PhD Candidate 
Bronx Zoo 
Yonkers , NY 
 
Ms. Rachael Urbanek 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
Carbondale, IL 
 
Ms. Yiwei Wang 
UC Santa Cruz 
Los Gatos, CA 
 
Mr. Michael Welch, MS 
West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 
Elkins, WV 
 



Ms. Kirsten Wert 
University of South Dakota 
Lenhartsville, PA 
 
Ms. Sandra Wilmore 
Gary, IN 
 
Ms. Kerry Wixted 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
Annapolis, MD 
 
Dr. Shaye Wolf, PhD 
Center for Biological Diversity 
San Francisco, CA 
 
Ms. Melissa Wolfe 
wildlife technician 
Ft. Collins, CO 
 
Dr. Curtis Zonick 
Metro Natural Area Program 
Portland, OR 
 
 
 
 
 
 


