
Biodiversity   Challenged Bush administration rollbacks to Endangered Species Act cutting 
science from decisions affecting imperiled species  ●  Furthered sweeping legal campaign to overturn politically 
tainted decisions under Bush that slashed protections for dozens of endangered species, and secured agreement 
to redo critical habitat designations for 19 species  ●  Halted stocking of hatchery trout in California waters where 
sensitive native fish and amphibians are present  ●  Petitioned for Endangered Species Act protection for 32 species 
of Pacific Northwest mollusks after Bush administration axed forest protections in their habitat  ●  Fought Bush 
attempts to remove federal protections for – and allow increased gunning down of – Rocky Mountains gray wolves  ●  
Filed suit to compel federal protections for jaguar habitat and recovery plan for species, in light of increased threats 
from new U.S-Mexico border wall  ●  Called upon federal government to strengthen protections for imperiled bat 
species due to widespread die-off in U.S. Northeast, in connection with mysterious “white-nose syndrome”

oceans       Won Endangered Species Act protection for Cook Inlet beluga whale after 10-year battle  ●  
Gained protection for North Pacific right whale under the Endangered Species Act as species distinct from North 
Atlantic right whale, and compelled designation of 36,750 square miles of critical habitat  ●  Secured nearly  3,000 
square miles of critical habitat for elkhorn and staghorn corals off coasts of Florida, Puerto Rico, and U.S. Virgin 
Islands  ●  Furthered campaign to compel Environmental Protection Agency and coastal states to address ocean 
acidification under Clean Water Act  ●  Won U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals ruling halting Shell Oil exploration 
in Beaufort Sea after Bush administration rushed through permits without considering effects on bowhead whale 
and other Arctic life  ●  Halted U.S. Navy’s Undersea Warfare Exercises in Hawai’i’s waters pending additional 
measures to protect marine mammals from high-intensity sonar  ●  Petitioned to expand protected critical habitat 
for endangered Hawaiian monk seals, as global warming drives seals from threatened habitat on remote islands to 
coastal areas along more populated main islands

climate       Secured “threatened” listing for polar bears under Endangered Species Act, forcing Bush 
administration to significantly acknowledge global warming on world stage  ●  As result of Center lawsuit, compelled 
Bush administration’s release of long-overdue scientific assessment of climate change impacts in U.S.  ●  Prompted, 
through court order, Bush administration proposal to improve lax national fuel economy standards for passenger 
vehicles  ●  Petitioned to protect Pacific walrus under Endangered Species Act due to threats from global warming 
and oil and gas development  ●  Petitioned to protect ringed, bearded, and spotted seals under Endangered Species 
Act due to warming-caused Arctic sea-ice melt  ●  Secured proposal to protect seven species of penguins under 
Endangered Species Act  ●  Filed suit challenging Bush administration plan to sell off prime polar bear habitat in 
Alaska’s Chukchi Sea for oil and gas development  ●  Won court ruling, in California Environmental Quality Act 
case, affirming that developers must consider greenhouse gas emissions in land-use planning 
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puBlic lands   Won court order halting new uranium development adjacent to Grand Canyon National Park, spurring 
Congressional resolution and new legislation to shield Grand Canyon watersheds from new uranium development  ●  Blocked motorized 
crossings on lower San Pedro River, in world-renowned wildlife corridor, on land set aside for protecting southwestern willow 
flycatcher  ●  Mounted aggressive legal campaign to protect public lands and endangered species from new coal-fired power plants, coal 
leases, and oil shale and gas development in seven western states  ●  Stopped deadly project relocating Mojave Desert tortoises to make 
way for military-base expansion, and fought government attempts to severely weaken tortoises’ recovery plan  ●  Successfully challenged 
Bush rule opening Sierra Nevada’s national forests to more logging, and challenged administration’s attempts to weaken wildlife 
protections across entire national forest system  ●  Ousted Sunrise Powerlink power line in Southern California from sensitive wildlands 
including Anza-Borrego State Park 

international       Under International Bird Initiative, secured U.S. Endangered Species Act listings for six of world’s 
rarest birds: black stilt (New Zealand), caerulean paradise-flycatcher (Indonesia), giant ibis (Laos, Cambodia), Gurney’s pitta 
(Burma, Thailand), long-legged thicketbird (Fiji), and Socorro mockingbird (Mexico)  ●   Won proposed protection for five rare Latin 
America native birds: black-breasted puffleg, medium tree finch, Andean flamingo, Chilean woodstar, and St. Lucia forest thrush  
●  Supported Ngobe people’s fight before Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to block massive hydroelectric dam project, 
by U.S. utility AES, that threatens La Amistad Biosphere Reserve, World Heritage site shared by Panama and Costa Rica  ●  Assisted 
local activists in challenging questionable “eco”-development at Panama’s Red Frog Beach  ●  Won court ruling finding U.S. Department 
of Defense in violation of National Historic Preservation Act and requiring it to consider impacts of new airbase on Japan’s endangered 
Okinawa dugong  ●  Surpassed 200,000 downloads from RareEarthtones.org, in more than 150 countries around globe, of rare and 
endangered species ringtones 

urBan Wildlands      Blocked 2,600-acre sprawl development in San Diego-area habitat for threatened California 
gnatcatcher and endangered Quino checkerspot butterfly, winning lawsuit over public health and environmental concerns  ●  In 
landmark case, successfully challenged proposed resort near Joshua Tree National Park for failure to analyze project’s greenhouse gas 
emissions  ●  Won court victory striking down approval for sprawl development on remote, undeveloped grasslands and chaparral at base 
of Southern California’s San Bernardino Mountains  ●  Won appeals court ruling upholding strike-down of approval for controversial 
mountain subdivision at Lake Arrowhead in fire-prone forest wildland area ●  Overturned approval for open-air sewage sludge compost 
facility in Hinkley, rural California town made famous for landmark water-contamination case depicted in Erin Brockovich  ● Called 
for restoration of Pacifica’s Sharp Park golf course to natural coastal wetland, initiating legal challenge against San Francisco for killing 
threatened California red-legged frogs and threatening endangered San Francisco garter snakes
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2008 statement of activities
  

support and revenue  
Foundation grants              $  1,584,900 
Membership and donations   6,102,874 
Legal returns      1,398,161 
Contracts           56,734 
Miscellaneous            3,335 
Investment income                     68,677 

Total support and revenue     9,214,681 

expenses  
Program services  
Biodiversity      1,067,762 
Climate Law Institute    1,198,172 
Public Lands     1,801,744 
International        208,510 
Oceans                                             540,741 
Urban Wildlands                   329,684 
Total program services  5,146,613 (84%)
  
Supporting services  
General and administrative                287,862 (5%)
Fundraising                      672,848 (11%)
Total supporting services      960,710 

Total expenses     6,107,323 
  
Change in net assets     3,107,358 

Net assets, beginning of year 3,355,007 
Net assets, end of year       $   6,462,365   

for Year Ended 12/31/08

Totals include restricted and unrestricted support.  Audited financial statements are available on request. 

officers: Kierán Suckling, Executive Director; Todd Schulke, 
Treasurer; Brent Hendricks, Secretary 

Board of directors: Peter Galvin, Katherine A. Meyer, 
Marcey Olajos (Board Chair), Scott Power, Todd Schulke, Dr. Robin 
Silver

The Center for Biological Diversity works through science, law, 
and creative media to secure a future for all species, great or small, 
hovering on the brink of extinction.

Despite the flagging economy in 2008, the Center’s supporters 
contributed close to $8 million to our critical efforts to protect 
imperiled wildlife and habitat. Our highly effective use of funds 
resulted in 84 percent of expenses going directly to our conservation 
programs, and earned us high marks from charity raters. Our long-
term financial reserve fund grew to $1.2 million, providing support for 
our future commitments, and we were thrilled to receive a $3 million 
gift to support our new Climate Law Institute for the next five years.

84%
program 
services

11%
fundraising5%

general & 
administrative
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Harriet Mitteldorf, Vital   
 Spark Foundation
Bryan & Axson Morgan
Marcey Olajos
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$5,000+
Theresa & Mark Cohen
Laura Deikel
Paul Escobosa
Nora & Calvin Fiedler
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John & Jan Mueller
Patricia & Richard Nye
Sean & Amy Sebastian
Richard & Lois Shelton
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Nancy Taylor
Ryah Taylor
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 Hendricks
Krista & Alan Binnie
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Lynn Cross
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Don & Ellen Dollar
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 Dennis Schmidt
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 Nature Center
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Robert Garner
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Jim Gilchrist
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David Gordon
Jennifer & Alton Hallum
Alan Harper & Carol Baird
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Ruth Hiller
Jonathan Hoefler
John Hunkele
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Benjamin Kitchen
Fayette F. Krause
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 Environmental Fund
John Lane
Kenneth Langone
Lindsey Lawrence & Chuck  
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George & Cathy Ledec
Ed Lewis
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 Gallagher
Amy Lowry
David Lutz
Sally Mackler, Suzan R.   
 Mackler Fund
Elizabeth Madden-Zibman &  
 Daniel Zibman
Mary Jane Marcus
Charlotte & Alex Masarik

Scott & Anne McCleve
Susan McConaghy
James & Lola McGrew
Bernard McHugh & Frances  
 Clark
Elizabeth McNagny
Paul Meadow
Barbara Measter, Elston   
 Family Foundation
Howard Mechanic, Capsule  
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Matthew C. Michael & Maki  
 Fife
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Neil Multack
Cristy Murray
Maril Myers
Shirley Nicholas
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Peter Richardson, The Grace  
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Howard Richmond,   
 Richmond Foundation, Inc.
Stacey Richter
Bruce Robertson
David Rosenstein
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Jay Sachs
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Susan Sakmar
Robert Sanderson
Jack Sawyer
Rogil Schroeter
Jack Shuck
Dr. Robin Silver & Karyn   
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 Foundation
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Jan Vandersloot
Bill Viola & Kira Perov
Carey Wall
Ted Warm & Family
Elsie Wattson Lamb
Iain Webb
Lindsay Wheeler & Richard  
 Makdisi
Robert Wiygul & Julia Weaver
Eleanor Wootten, T & E   
 Incorporated
Anna Worth & Robert   
 Bergman

leadership circle



$500+
Joe & John Alcock
Jim & Peggy Alexander
Kathy Altman & Ivy Schwartz
Steven A. Anderson
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David Desjardins
Kathleen Doyle
Christopher Earle
Constantina Economou
Evan Fales
Judith Fenerty
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Charles Fox
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Frand
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Ellen Friedlander
Kenneth B. Fry
Margaret Gish
Kathryn Gray
Jason A. Gray & Linda   
 Barrera
Liam Gray
Elizabeth Haanes
Francis J. Hagan
Janet Hall
Victoria Hanna
Teresa & Tracy Hare
Cynthia & Leo Harris
Larry & Molly Harris
Paul & Catherine Herkovic
Hike Bike Kayak Sports
William Hodges
Elizabeth W. Holden
Garth & Wendy Illingworth
Elizabeth Jackson
Mathew Jacobson & Susan   
 Heitker
Clayton Jernigan

Adam & Beth Jernigan
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Rob & Ann Modica
The Moe Family Charitable  
 Fund
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Helen Ogden & Rick   
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Jessie Paul
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Susan Pemberton
Geoffrey Peters
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 Petersen
Tina Peterson
Jamie Phillips
Crispin Pierce
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Luanne Rice
Bob & Elisa Richards
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 Charitable Foundation
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Julie Silva
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In Remembrance
Thank you to all who gave gifts 
in memory of:
Richard M. Arnold, Jr.   
Susan Larsen Boerwinkle
Alice & Karen Cross 
Mary Ann Lewis
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legacy society 
The Center for Biological Diversity thanks the following 
supporters who have remembered us in their retirement 
plans, wills, or other estate plans. To learn more 
about joining the Center’s Legacy Society and leaving 
a lasting gift for endangered species and wild places, 
contact our Development Director Jennifer Shepherd at 
520.396.1135 or jshepherd@biologicaldiversity.org.


