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Abstract We reviewed all North American radiotelemetry studies of within-home-range habitat
selection by northern goshawks (Accipiter gentilis) and all studies relating territory occu-
pancy and productivity to landscape habitat features. Goshawks selected habitats in the
home range with structural characteristics of mature to old-growth forests, such as large
trees and high canopy closure. We documented selection of these structures in a num-
ber of forest types, including ponderosa pine (Finus ponderosa), mixed conifer, lodgepole
pine (P contorta), temperate rainforest, upland hardwood, and boreal forest, suggesting
that goshawks are selecting forests for their structure rather than for species composition,
Goshawks did not select stands with the greatest prey abundance. Selection for natural
openings, edges, and stand diversity was inconclusive. Habitat selection patterns suggest
that current goshawk management plans in the western United States may be inadequate,
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Management of northern goshawk (Accipiter
gentilis) habitat has been the subject of conserva-
tion concern because of the species’ association
with declining late-successional forests (Reyvnolds
ct al. 1992), Managers have sought guidelines to
protect northern goshawk habitar, particularly in
the western United States, and in 1992 recommen-
dations were developed based on the current state
of research (Reynolds et al. 1992) and subsequently
adopted by land management agencies (United
States Forest Service 199G and 2000). When the
recommendations were developed, information on
northern goshawk foraging habitat selection was

limited, and Reynolds et al. (1992:9) concluded, “lit-
tle informarion exists on the forest types, ages, and
conditions in which goshawks prefer to hunt.” This
review updates information on goshawk habitat
selection based on numerous studies conducted
since implementation of the recommendations and
suggests a revision of northern goshawk habitat
guidelines accordingly.

We reviewed all published and unpublished
North American telemetry-based studies of within-
home-range  habitat  selection by northern
goshawks. One study was completed prior to the
Reynolds et al. (1992) recommendations; 10 were
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