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December 2, 2005

' Mike Pool, Califoraia Soabe Director
U.S. Bureau of Land Management, California State Office
2800 Cottage Way, Suite W.1834 - |
Sacramento, California 9582541886

Tohn Jarvis, Regional Dixector
Nutional Park Serviee

One Jackaen Center

1111 Jackson Strest, Suite 700
Oakland, California 94607

Dear Ditectors Pool aad Jarvis!

Tt is our understanding that the Bureau of Land Management and the
National Park Service are preparing en Environmental Impact Statement on the
fature management of Surprise Canyon in the Panamint Mountaing, We are
. writing to request that the EIS wepport the permanent clocure of the canyon th
vehiculer waffic above Clais Wicht Camp. :

As you are aware, in the Tate 1800%s a road was constructed along the canyon
to reach the mining area of Panaraint City. Although it was used interrmittently for
mining until 1984, there wete long pesiods of inactvity, and it was plagued by
flack floods Srom the outzet Significent finch flands in 1984 and 1990 eliminated
the road between Chris Wicht Camp and Timekiln Spring. Because mining
activity had ceased prior the floads and road reconstruction was deemed to nearly
impaseible, no ot was undertakes ta estors it _Tn the absence of mining
activity and roud pmintenaacs, Surprise Camyen dlowly recoverud frona past
impacta uatil the introduction of extreme off-roading in the 1950°s. As aresull of
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access snd have endeavored ever since to develop the aforementiened EIS.

As you work to coxplete ‘the E]S, there are 2 umber of factors which bear
consideration which we believe suggest the pennanent closure of the camyen to

veldeular traffic.
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First, Surprise Canyon is an extremely rare and remarkable resource. Itie
thcsmoﬂhehlghestvoluma,perm:iﬂepdns-fed creek in the Mojave Desert,
which comtributes to its highly productive riparian habitat. It is inhabited by dense
standls of cottenwood and willow trocs as well as other native plants, bighomn
shezp, and the Panamint allipator Hzard. There have also have been recent
sightings of endangered species, such as the Inyo California towhee, Jeast Bell’s
vireo and sonthwestern willow flycatcher. The BLM recognized the value of
Surprise Canyon in 1980 when they Qdesignated it as an Area of Critieal
Environmentl Congern, the only such designation in the entire Panamint Renge,
and inter deseribed it ag “same of the most binlogically and economically valnable
areas the BLM is entrusted to manage.”

Second, allowing off-road vehitiea in Surprise Caryon, except on the
established County road to Chris Wicht Camp, is incompatible with responsible
gtewardship of such a rare desert riparizn avea, Because much of Surprise Canyon

. is very narrow and covers very difficult terrain, vehicles would have to-drive in the
sweambed and winch up witerfalls, significantly impacting the habitat. Hundreds
of trees and shrabs, which slso serve as vital habimﬁurwi]dlife, would have ta be
cut down by offiroaders in order for them to pass. Additionally, trespass inthe
Swrprise Canyon Witdemess Avea would insvitably occur due to the narrow widih
of the dheiry stem and the absence of agy demarcation of the wildemess boumdary.
Such extreme off-roading would also likely cause significant noise impacts,
effecting hoth wildlife and the solitude intended in the pdjacent wildemess area,

Third, resreationsl off-roading was never the intent of the Surprise Canyon
“cherry stemn” in the 1994 California Desert Protection Act. 'When the bill was
being debated, the futvre of mining activity in the Panamint City area was
ymcertein, Tg order to cosure access to mining claims, severdl roads were excluded
from the wilderness areas throughout the desert, including Surprise Cenyon.

Finally, there ave many places with similarly challenging terrain ayailable to

offorondars ot degipnated BLM off-raad “apen aress.” Among these are the BLM’s
Jormyen Vallcy, Rawes, Bl Mirage, Siaddend ailasr and Dumont Dhines Off

Highway 'Vehicla Areng, all of which are peatby San Berpardino County.
UMZIng tess caising OITY rusreptional areas pathey thzn envirommentally

gensitive Surprise Carryon will help preserve this resourse.
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Surprise Canyon pn;ﬁdeaﬂm Jow-irmpact recreational oppmmiﬁe.n that protect the
canyon's unique habitat apd wildlife, allowing it to be _en;!uyedby generations in
the future, Thankyoufurwﬁmmdamﬁanto thig impportant matter,

-cd:Pdenﬂinan,DeputyAssimmtSewetﬂy,U.S.Deparhmntoﬁhcmmﬂm
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