
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF PRESERVING THE ENVIRONMENT BY 
CONTINUING TO REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS POLLUTION 

 
WHEREAS,        in April 2007, the United States Supreme Court ruled in Massachusetts v. Environmental Protection 

Agency that CO2 is in fact an “air pollutant” under the definition of the Clean Air Act and ordered 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to move forward in regulating its emission.  Thus, the 
United States Supreme Court has already ruled that the Clean Air Act is applicable to greenhouse 
gas pollution and the EPA has already begun to use this as a tool to reduce greenhouse gas 
pollution through higher vehicle fuel mileage standards and programs addressing very large 
stationary sources of carbon pollution; and      

WHEREAS,  the City of Salt Lake prides itself on being a leader in protecting the environment, with particular 
emphasis on clean air; and 

 
WHEREAS,   the City of Salt Lake adopted a resolution on August 12, 2008 setting a goal to reduce its carbon 

emissions; and    
 
WHEREAS,   the City of Salt Lake has shifted business practices and provided funding to achieve this significant 

goal; and 
 
WHEREAS,   Salt Lake City is currently involved with The Climate Adaptation Planning Alliance, a collaborative 

process to explore climate change adaptation planning and enable continued learning, knowledge 
transfer, and regional collaboration between western cities with similar arid climatic conditions; 
and   

 
WHEREAS,   the current level of CO2 in the atmosphere is approximately 392 parts per million1 (ppm); and 
 
WHEREAS,    many studies indicate that the optimal level for preserving the earth’s atmosphere is a CO2 level of 

no more than 350 parts per million, which requires governments, industries and individual efforts to 
make significant steps to reduce the CO2 level; and  

 
WHEREAS,    a 2007 report released by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, supporting over 6,000 

peer reviewed scientific studies, recognizes humans as a direct contributor to the increase of 
greenhouse gas emissions; and  

 
WHEREAS,   many federal, state and local government agencies, including Salt Lake City, support the findings of 

the global scientific community in acknowledging elevated atmospheric carbon levels affecting 
climate change have human origins, and are working to preserve the environmental and economic 
health of our communities and nation while reducing carbon emissions; and    

 
WHEREAS,    under the Utah Clean Air Partner initiative established in 2012 by Governor Gary Herbert, a top 

priority is to achieve air quality goals and strategies to reduce carbon emissions; and 
 

WHEREAS,   the Salt Lake Chamber intends to promote clean air as an economic development issue and identify 
the roles businesses and the public have such as taking steps to reduce auto emissions and 
promoting responsible business practices that improve Utah’s air quality; and 
 

WHEREAS,   with the Clean Air Act, air quality in this country has improved significantly since 1970,  despite 
major growth both in our economy and industrial production; and 

 

                                                            
1 http://co2now.org/ 



WHEREAS,   between 1970 and 1990, the six main pollutants covered by the Clean Air Act — particulate matter 
and ground-level ozone (both of which contribute to smog and asthma), carbon monoxide, lead, 
sulfur and nitrogen oxides (the acid gases that cause acid rain) — were reduced by between 47 
percent and 93 percent, and airborne lead was virtually eliminated.  

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Salt Lake City Council and Mayor Ralph Becker, on behalf of the 

residents of Salt Lake City, pledge to do our part to reduce carbon in the atmosphere to no more 
than 350 parts per million through:    

 
 Educating the public; and  
 Purchasing products and equipment that minimize negative effects on the environment; and 
 Continuing to establish operational practices that maximize the use of clean energy and 

reduce pollution, and  
 Maximizing flexibility in City transportation, land use and other regulations to encourage a 

walkable City, support transit, support local food growth, protect and support the urban 
forest; and 

 Supporting Utah's community efforts to encourage everyone to take significant steps that 
contribute towards reducing the CO2 level; and 

 Supporting the Salt Lake Chamber in its efforts to point out that clean air makes good 
business sense, and the business community will be a significant part of the solution; and 

 Supporting implementation of the Clean Air Act as an essential tool in the ever more urgent 
need to reduce greenhouse gas pollution.   

  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Salt Lake City Council and Mayor Ralph Becker, on behalf of the residents of 
Salt Lake City, do hereby urge the administrator of the EPA, Lisa P. Jackson, and President Barack Obama to swiftly 
employ and enforce the Clean Air Act. 
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