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John Morgart remembers being an
undergraduate at Arizona State Univer-
sity 30 years ago and dreaming about
returning gray wolves and grizzly bears
to the wild.
    "I said, 'Yeah, it would be cool, but
the odds of that ever happening are slim
to none,'" he recalled during a recent in-
terview in his Albuquerque office.
    Today, Morgart is the new man in
charge of the high-profile Mexican gray
wolf reintroduction and recovery pro-
gram.
    After more than a year with no one
at the helm, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service hired biologist Morgart away
from the Cabeza Prieta National Wild-
life Refuge in Arizona, where he was
coordinator of endangered Sonoran
pronghorn recovery.
    "John is the quintessential research
scientist and an accomplished leader who
has successfully overseen a multi-
agency, international recovery effort that
involves state, federal, university and
Mexican partners," said H. Dale Hall,
southwest regional director for the Fish
and Wildlife Service.
    "These are skills that will serve the
wolf program well," Hall added.
    Morgart has his work cut out for him.
    The 6-year-old program, which aims
to re-establish wild wolves in southwest-
ern New Mexico and southeastern Ari-

zona, remains a focus of controversy.
Ranchers, other property owners and
local government leaders don't want
wolves back in the wild. Environmental-
ists want the reintroduction program to
move more quickly and with less control
of the wolves.
    "The program is having its fits and
starts," Morgart conceded. "The biggest
challenge ... is working with all of our
publics."
    He said the wolves themselves are
"an extremely viable species," adaptable
and intelligent. Their success in forming
wild packs, establishing territories and
dispersing to find new mates makes
Morgart optimistic the reintroduction will
succeed.
    But getting a public wary of wolves
to buy in to the program is another story.
    Morgart's goal is to reach a point
where people can allow wolves to once
again be a part of the landscape.
    "The wolf is the bogeyman for
everyone's fears," he said. "It's going to
take a lot of time to change perceptions."
    Morgart said it's important for wolf
program members to be on a first-name
basis with people in the community to
establish trust.
    He said he also wants to work with
environmentalists, whom he sees as pas-
sionate about wolf reintroduction.
    "We're passionate about it, too," he
said. "We want it to work. We want
these wolves on the ground... In many
ways, we have lots of commonality."

    Morgart's more concrete goals include
developing standard operating proce-
dures for handling depredations, wolf
captures and other situations.
    He's ready to haze, remove and even
kill problem wolves if necessary.
    But his first loyalty is to wolf recov-
ery.
    "Ultimately, we have to be focused
on what is best for the wolf," he said,
adding, "There's a difference between
what's best for the program and what's
best for an individual animal."
    An update of the wolf recovery plan
also is in the works, and Morgart envi-
sions increasing the number of animals
needed to get the Mexican wolf off the
endangered species list.
    The current plan calls for 100 wolves
in the current recovery area; Morgart
says several populations of wild wolves
in separate areas would be better.
    In the meantime, he's working on be-
coming a wolf expert and settling in to
New Mexico.
    Morgart, comfortable in blue jeans
and cowboy boots, grew up an Air Force
brat. His father was stationed in Phoe-
nix for a while and his grandfather was
a farmer in Arizona.
    He was raised around horses and
plans to buy property here where he and
his wife can have some horses of their
own.
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Meetings
    A five-year review of the endangered
Mexican gray wolf reintroduction pro-
gram will be on the agenda at four pub-
lic meetings next week in New Mexico
and Arizona.
    The program's Adaptive Manage-
ment Work Group will hold the meetings
in an open house format to talk about
the review and about draft standard op-
erating procedures to guide management
actions and decisions.
    The review recommends some
changes to wolf reintroduction rules, in-
cluding allowing wolves to roam in a
larger area rather than being recaptured
when they set up territories outside the
program boundary.
    The New Mexico meetings, which
begin at 6 p.m., will be Wednesday at
the civic center in Truth or Consequences
and Thursday at the community center
in Glenwood.


