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Migratory birds: 1, Windmills: 0
By Erin Sherbert
Record Staff Writer

OAKLAND -- The Alameda
County Board of Supervisors wants
to better regulate the windmills on
the Altamont Pass to greatly reduce
the number of migrating birds, such
as golden eagles and red tail hawks,
being killed by the fast-turning
turbine blades.

The board Thursday established new
rules for the wind companies to
follow, including permanently
shutting down some the most deadly
turbines and halting windmill
production for up to 31/2 months
during the winter when there is less
demand for energy.

Part of the board's new conditions
call for replacing and relocating all
windmills by 2018 so they are out
of the flight path of migratory birds.
An environmental impact report will
also be conducted, the board said.

Supervisor Gail Steele abstained
from the rule-making, saying she
wanted more information on the
proposed winter shutdown. The
board will take formal action on the
new operating permits for the
windmills at its Sept. 22 meeting.

The conditions were a compromise
between the wind companies on the
Altamont Pass and
environmentalists who have
demanded the county protect birds
killed by the windmills.

"It's a mixed-bag, definitely a vast
improvement," said Jeff Miller, Bay
Area wildlands coordinator for the
Center of Biological Diversity, one
the environmental groups that
appealed the permit renewals for the
windmills.

"But the immediate reduction
measures don't go far enough, fast
enough," Millers said.

The environmental groups
demanded the county deny the
permit renewals unless the
companies immediately reduce bird
deaths by 50 percent. To do so, they
suggested the turbines be shut down
for four winter months and that 350
of the most dangerous windmills to
birds be closed for good, Miller said.

They also asked the companies to
pay $6.5 million for breeding
habitats.

The companies are willing to close
down about 100 of the most deadly
wind turbines and agree to reduce
bird fatalities by 45 percent in five
years, said Nicki Carlsen, a Los
Angeles attorney representing the
wind companies.

Carlsen could not say what the
potential revenue loss would be, but
noted if the companies took
measures to reduce the bird
mortality rate by another 5 percent
it would cause financial hardship.

"It's the difference between making

it economically feasible and making
it economically infeasible." Carlsen
said. "The wind companies are
assuming all the risks."

The environmental groups also have
filed a lawsuit against the wind
companies, saying they are
responsible for killing thousands of
raptors, including golden eagles, red
tail hawks and owls, which is a
violation of federal law.

A study conducted by the California
Energy Commission showed the
Altamont Pass wind turbines kill
between 1,766 and 4,721 birds each
year. There are about 4,500 wind
turbines operating on the Altamont
Pass, supplying power to about
180,000 households.

The pass is a major breeding area
for raptors as well as a main
migratory route, according to the
California Attorney General's office,
which sent a letter to the board
supporting an immediate 50 percent
cutback in bird deaths.

Community members had a range
of opinions on the new rules but
nearly all agreed curbing bird deaths
on the Altamont Pass was a crucial
issue.

"It's important to reduce avian
mortality as much as possible as
soon as possible," said Evelyn
Cormier, a Hayward resident.”
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