
CATRON COUNTY —The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service on Thursday shot a 
female Mexican wolf in Catron County, 
less than a week after cattle killings that 
subjected the wolf to a three strikes 
rule. 

AF924 was released into the woods 
just south of the Catron County line 
on April 25 with Durango Pack Male 
973. The female was ready to whelp 
and gave birth not long after being 
released, according to Fish and Wildlife 
offi cials. 

Elizabeth Slown, acting assistant 
regional director with Fish and Wildlife, 
said that AF924 was taken sometime in 
the late morning Thursday following her 
third depredation. 

“The pups are on solid food now and we 
expect the male to take over the feeding 
for the time being,” Slown said. 

Wolf M973 was born in the wild to the 
Aspen Pack and translocated to the Gila 
Wilderness in 2005. It was captured and 
moved to the Sevilleta National Wildlife 
Refuge wolf facility in September 
2006 after it had been hanging around 
residences. Wolf AF924, was wild-born 
to the Francisco Pack, captured as a pup 
and translocated to the Gila Wilderness 
in June 2006 with the Granite pack. She 
was captured and moved to Sevilleta 
after two livestock depredations in 
November 2006. 

Catron County Manager Bill Aymar said 
Alpha Female 924 and M973 killed a 
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cow and calf on a ranch outside Reserve 
last week. 

Catron County issued a request for 
removal of 924 just days after her release 
into the Gila Wilderness. The wolf had 
two strikes for depredations against her 
prior to her April 25 release.

“We sent three different letters to Fish 
and Wildlife about it,” Aymar said. 

He said the county commission fi nally 
gave Wolf Incident Investigator Jess 
Carey permission to trap the wolf. 

“We sent Jess out there with a very 
large, humane, live trap,” he said. “Our 
intention was to catch the wolf and give 
it back to Fish and Wildlife and ask them 
to get it out of there.” 

Aymar said he is still concerned about 
the agency not removing M973 as 
well. 

“I am just wondering if we aren’t going 
to be in the same situation in a couple 
weeks,” he said. 

Michael J. Robinson, with the Pinos 
Altos Center for Biological Diversity, 
said Thursday that AF924 was a victim 
of a failure of government agencies 
regulating the wolf recovery program to 
force ranchers to remove cattle corpses 
from wolf-inhabited areas. 

“This wolf, like her mother who was also 
killed by the government, died because 
the Fish and Wildlife Service, Forest 
Service and New Mexico Department 
of Game and Fish all refuse to require 
the ranching industry using public lands 
to clean up their dead livestock that 
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attract wolves,” a statement released by 
Robinson read. “The wolves scavenge 
on cattle carcasses and eventually switch 
to killing cattle.” 

Aymar said the cattle carcass problem 
cited by Robinson is unfounded. 

“These guys raise cattle and they are 
not just going to throw them out there 
and let them die,” Aymar said. “That is 
absolutely not a fact. There might be a 
carcass out there somewhere where a 
guy has 50 head of cattle a day’s ride 
from his house. There is no way to 
substantiate that claim.” 

Recently Congressman Steve Pearce 
released a statement voicing his 
support of an end to the Wolf Recovery 
Program. 

“This program, which purports to restore 
Mexican Wolves to the communities 
surrounding the Blue Range Recovery 
Area, has not only failed, but it has 
become a detriment to the surrounding 
communities,” a statement reads. “I 
believe, the time has come to stop 
squandering taxpayer dollars on this 
wasted effort. Recently, I offered an 
amendment that would have removed 
funding for the program entirely. Given 
the overwhelming evidence, I have 
concluded that we cannot successfully 
reintroduce wolves into the communities 
of New Mexico.” 

Pearce’s amendment that would have 
cut all funding to the program failed 
last week. 

The Associated Press contributed to 
this report. 




