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County passes wolf-attack compensation
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SILVER CITY — The Grant County Commission unanimously approved a resolution Thursday that supports the creation of a
program to compensate people for private property losses incurred by wolf attacks. 

The resolution states the county's desire for a state and federal program that will compensate people for "all losses, both financial and
emotional, including loss/damage to domestic livestock, pets and lost hunting opportunities" due to wolves. 

It also asks that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the New Mexico Game and Fish Department "manage problem wolves as
promised in a fair and responsible manner that is satisfactory to the Grant County Commission." 

Supporters of the resolution said Thursday that the current compensation program, the Bailey Wildlife Foundation Wolf
Compensation Trust, run by the private organization Defenders of Wildlife, is inadequate. 

Opponents of the resolution said the new compensation program would be an unnecessary government subsidy and a step backward
in reintroducing the Mexican gray wolf into the region. 

Supporters said a lot of times, all evidence of a wolf attack is gone by the time a representative of FWS or the state game and fish
department arrives on the scene, and sometimes they can take more than a week to arrive. They said that makes it difficult for the
victims to receive any compensation. 

"In our Constitution it says you can't take property without just compensation," said Ty Bays of the New Mexico Cattle Growers
Association. "(Wolves) are driving ranchers out of business. In Catron County we've already seen several ranches change hands
because of excessive depredations." 

Bays said along with frightening families and killing livestock and pets, wolves are also responsible for a declining population of deer
and elk. He said elk hunting is one of the largest sources of revenue for the game and fish department. 

"This is devastating our economy. It's not fair and it's not right," Bays said. 

The resolution's supporters said hunting is a big part of the area's culture, even a primary source of protein for a few residents, so
sportsmen should be compensated for the loss of hunting opportunities as well. 

They said the wolf reintroduction program in southwest New Mexico has opened the door to more wolf attacks and that ranchers and
sportsmen should be fully compensated by the government when livestock animals are killed. 

Opponents said the resolution was based on exaggerations. 

"I think there's a lot of hysteria and misinformation about this," said Michael Robinson with the Pinos Altos office of the Center for
Biological Diversity. "When you start to examine the arguments of the anti-wolf people, you see they are full of flimsy statements and
anecdotes." 

Other opponents said the resolution would place a burden on the taxpayers of Grant County because of the resolution's section that
will provide compensation for emotional damage caused by wolves. 

"For me, the tone of the resolution is intemperate because it asks for things that are beyond realistic possibilities," said Silver City
resident Larry Weiss. "This is fiscally irresponsible . . . This is impossible because you can't prove (emotional damages in court) on
anything but hearsay." 

Silver City resident Darry Dolan expressed a similar concern. 

"I have no problem with compensating ranch owners for loss of livestock . . . what I want to know is what the public gets in
exchange," Dolan said. 

The county commission approved the resolution unanimously to a standing ovation by more than half the some 40 attendees. 
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